BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made

which may not be reflected here.
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Football: There is a Reason #FHEHR

Insert

I support Manchester United.
| support Luton Town Football Club.
Cheltenham, Arsenal, Millwall, Chelsea.

Yang Li: TR B [ ) BRIRAT TAE AR I SCRFROERBA . 20, i, DIURIRANEE, By, K
IRIRIR S VIR KU B2 H .

William: Hi I'm William Kremer. Are you a footie fan? Yes? No? Well, whatever
your answer, you're going to have some fun meeting some
interesting people who love football.

Yang Li: Football is something that connects us all, isn't it? For example, |
love to watch the World Cup and | suppose you do too.

William: Yes, international matches are very exciting. But as we shall hear in
this programme a lot of young British people love football beyond the
World Cup. It's an important part of their culture.

Yang Li: Totally. So in this second programme on football culture we'll be
looking at why people support one team over another.

William: Raised by our listener Li Yan.
Insert

I am a big fan of premier league. What impresses me most is the fans’ loyalty to
their favourite teams. | want to know something about this football culture. How
do they show their support and why do they support one team over another?
Thanks.

Yang Li: ) At SRR, At Ay B I D ) TR SR BERRAT T T SR
HCRIEREA, A AT T A A RIS R — AN ERBA R o 8 FRATTER S T2
AN, A RIATIRE T S (L BR AT SR A BRI B AR A L5 A

William: Yes. So why do people support one team over another? We asked a
few colleagues at the BBC.
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Insert

I support Luton Town Football club and | support them because | was born in
Luton, they're (it's) my hometown.

Yang Li: That's Tom. P524°e K HAS AL 1) 1§55y LA SCHRE i .
Insert

The team I've always supported since | was a child is Aberdeen, and it's because
my dad's side of the family come from this city Aberdeen. They used to be very
good in the 1980s when | was a child; sadly they're not anymore. And of course
my surname is also Aberdein so | always thought that was a perfect reason to
support the team.

Yang Li: Finn SCREBE T A AN R, ABSOR AT T .
William: His dad's side of the family come from the city of Aberdeen.
Yang Li: SAMB A TSR T . Finn Aberdein, although the spelling is

slightly different.
Insert

I support Manchester United and | support them because my dad supports them as
well so | sort of copied that from him, sort of followed him when | came to getting
into football.

William: That's Matt who followed in his father's footsteps and now supports
the same team as him, Manchester United.

Yang Li: Next is Andrew il SCRFIAN 5 [ 1 ER A T/ FE SN I 55 420 RDA Al it A
HARKR.

Insert
Yes I'm an absentee football supporter of my first and favourite team Pefiarol
Football Club of Uruguay. They're usually in the top five of the Uruguayan league

but I haven't been following them lately; that's why | said I am an absentee
supporter!

Yang Li: Andrew KHET N RIESAESE [, By DAAtbE B 22— S B I SERE

William: An 'absentee supporter' for his first and favourite team, Pefarol
Football Club of Uruguay.

Yang Li: First and favourite /228 —0i ¥, &K,
William: So far we've heard two obvious reasons for supporting a team:

family and home town. What else draws people to one particular
team over another?
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Insert

I support Arsenal and | support them because | actually used to work at the
football ground and that's what made me get into football, watching Arsenal play
live. Unfortunately since | stopped working there | don't actually go to the games
live anymore but yeah, | watch them whenever they play, whenever | can.

William: That's our colleague Mala from the BBC. She used to work at
Arsenal’s football ground and watched the team play live.

Yang Li: Mala ¥ 7ERT AR BRI HLTAR, it 3 A L3E, K G 5E H
to watch Arsenal play live.

William: I guess another reason you might support a particular team is
because your own people are there, like this man from Argentina.

Insert

Li: Do you support any football teams?

Yes | do. I like Arsenal.

Li: Can you tell me why you support Arsenal?

Well, I'm from Argentina and there are some football players from my country
playing there in this team. And also because (it's) a team with history, | like it a

lot, I like the way they play.

William: Well last but not least Li, | suppose people tend to support the
winning team don't they?

Li: Yes they do.

William: Let's listen to Noor and Diarmuid from the BBC.
Insert

So which football team do you support?

Liverpool Football Club. I grew up in the 80s; that was when | started watching
football and they were successful at the time.

Well we haven't had a great season, last season, but we're hoping that the next
one will be much better than the one before, so...

I support Manchester United because they win a lot and | really like the characters,

the manager, Sir Alex Ferguson, the players... | like the drama of watching a team
like that.

Yang Li: SCRALIER Bk the winning teams.

William: Noor supports Liverpool because he grew up in the 1980s and

Liverpool was very successful at the time.
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Yang Li: At the time i,

William: Diarmuid supports Manchester United because they win a lot.

Yang Li: WA, Ath =k 2 AR SR A A 12k, X the characters R A =BT
N

William: So we've heard quite a few reasons why people choose to support

one team or another. They are: family and home town connections...
Yang Li: DA A 5K BET 2% % 1) 25
William: Supporting players from your home country.
Yang Li: SCFREAR [ EK 53 TR I ERBA o
William: Supporting the winning teams.

Yang Li: SCRFA BN o

William: I hope all these have given you some idea of the football culture in
Britain.
Yang Li: There are lots of other aspects of British culture that we have

covered in the past. Do have a browse around our website,
www.bbcukchina.com.

William: Thanks for listening and see you next time.
Yang Li: Bye bye.
Glossary
Manchester United 215 Luton Town Football f5iiii
Cheltenham VIR 402 Arsenal i #x 44
Millwall KRk /K Chelsea VJ/K 74
absentee supporter St SCRE at the time %It
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