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Shakespeare the Wordsmith i kUi

O for a Muse of fire, that would ascend

The brightest heaven of invention,

A kingdom for a stage, princes to act

And monarchs to behold the swelling scene!

Li: Hello everyone, WGtieWr 7 g vb 1L EE 7 . FREMHI.
William: And I'm William Kremer. Today we're going to be looking at Shakespeare

the Wordsmith.

Li: Shakespeare the Wordsmith - a wordsmith & B2 8 KAF A EiE N, i
KIiie FH wordsmith KPR L EE P JEEAERAIN . DR sl gy 1700 4
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William: Yes, we can say that Shakespeare coined many words and phrases. That
means he invented those words and phrases - he coined them. Now, we're
going to hear from a real expert about this topic. Professor David Crystal
has published over 100 books on the English language and linguistics, and
they include several on Shakespeare. His book Shakespeare’s Words has
also been made into a successful website - shakespeareswords.com.
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William: Professor David Crystal, you've done some interesting work with the Globe
theatre. Could you tell us a little bit about that?

David: Well the Globe theatre on the Southbank in London has always prided itself
on going in for original practices. And so what they did in 2004 was a
production of Romeo and Juliet and then one again in 2005 of Troilus and
Cressida, where the actors were taught to reproduce the words of the plays
in as close an approximation to original Shakespearean pronunciation as
you can get. And I was involved in working out what that pronunciation
was and helping them to get to it. Let me give you an example of how it
sounds. Here’s the first few lines of the chorus speech to Henry V, spoken
first of all in a modern accent:

O for a Muse of fire, that would ascend
The brightest heaven of invention,
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A kingdom for a stage, princes to act
And monarchs to behold the swelling scene!

Now in Shakespearean pronunciation, it would have been something more
like this:

O for a Muse of fire, that would ascend

The brightest heaven of invention,

A kingdom for a stage, princes to act

And monarchs to behold the swelling scene!

... all sounding very different from the accents that we're used to today.

I've had a look at your website shakespeareswords.com and you've got
there the list from the Oxford English Dictionary of words which people
think were created by Shakespeare or coined by Shakespeare. I've had a
look at the list and I was quite surprised by some of the words that I saw,
words like published and well-behaved, assassination, accused... Did
Shakespeare really invent all these words or is he just the first documented
user of them?

Well in an awful lot of cases it is certainly the case that all we've got here
is the first documented use of a particular word. But it's when you get
words that are a little out of the ordinary that you begin to think “Ay ay... I
don't think there's, it's an everyday word here, we're doing something
special”.

Right.

And it's when you get these phrases like 'well-behaved' and 'well-beloved'
and so on where there's obviously an attempt at expressing a more
complex notion. But the words that impressed me more than anything else
are the coinages, when he uses a word like, a prefix like 'un'...

Right.

...for instance, and he puts it in front of verbs where you would normally
never expect to express that notion, to 'unshout' or to 'uncurse'... “unshout
the noise that banished Martius”. Well you can't 'unshout'; once you've
shouted, you can't not shout, and that suggests somebody who's actually
constructed that word in order to make an effect.

Hmmm... to unshout. XSS E BMHBCA AR I =1 213872 — g,

Yes, English is quite a creative language really and it's OK to coin a new
word or a new phrase sometimes. But of course it’s important that the
person you're speaking to understands what you mean!
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So I'm standing in the BBC Learning English offices and I'm going to ask
some of my colleagues what words don't exist in English that they think
should exist.

Well when I got up this morning I looked out of the window and it was very
sunny and then when I left my house it was very cold and I found I wasn't
dressed properly and I realised that we don't have a word in English to
describe sunny but cold or hot but windy so my idea is for a word which is
'seezy' and that means sunny and breezy together.

Well it's not one of my own but it's one that I heard and I think it's
something you can do with particular genres of film and entertainment.
And you could talk about a film being 'issuetainment’, so it's a film that’s
on an issue, a social issue but it’s also a film for entertainment so it's
'issuetainment' and if it's a very good film you could say it's

wry

issuetainment at its most issuetastic”.

One I've just invented this very second is 'smasual’ for smart and casual.
Ah, very good, so can you give me a sentence using smasual?

I'm going to a smasual party tonight.

And what kind of clothes are you going to wear?

Smart/casual, 'smasual’ clothes.

I think there are so many words missing in the English language to do with
for example, taste, emotions, how you feel towards people and also for the

weather.

So could you invent a word which you would, you might use to describe
your feelings towards me?

Shloppy ...shloppy.

It sounds a little bit like sloppy which I don't like...
Wow, what a creative bunch of people our colleagues are!

Er maybe Li, I'm not sure about that! Remember that you can download
the pdf transcript from this programme if you want to examine those words
in a little bit more detail.

TRAKNTE G ORFRIE—ANFE A4 N shloppy B %, A2t A4 s N, A E 2Nl
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Can I ask you finally about what the best way for a learner of English to
approach Shakespeare would be? I mean, first of all, do you think it’s really
absolutely necessary for people to read Shakespeare in English? Do you
think they can appreciate it in their own language or do you think they
definitely should try to read it in the original language?

bbcukchina.com



David:

William:

David:

William:

S Words:

PRES:

Hume:

PRES:

Hume:

PRES:

Insert

Woman:

Woman 2:

Woman:

Woman 2:

Woman:

Woman 2:

Oh I think they should try to read it in the original. But Shakespeare didn't
write his plays to be read; Shakespeare wrote his plays to be acted. And
anybody who goes to see a Shakespeare play just enjoys the experience.
The fact that it’s a difficult piece of language doesn’t matter. For example,
if I say to you, using some Shakespearean language, that you're a “super-
serviceable finical rogue”, then you might not know what super-serviceable
or finical means, but you know I'm not being very pleasant to you.

OK, Professor David Crystal, thank you very much for joining me today.
Yeah well. Hope it’s useful to you.

So we've been talking today about words that Shakespeare coined but
don't forget that he also created many very useful and very beautiful
phrases. So let’s listen to this week’s S Words programme.

Cgptth) KEUF I35 44 5 ,sssh ! URAEZHIE — MR 2 AN il R EARAIE AN A
o IR AR IR R R B B2y L T, AR BRI A X BRI KR Shakespeare,
B LUR, 2N? AR A BRI X AR A VREfT A . Mum’s the word V5
T W KRG A give no words but mum:

Hume must make merry with the duchess' gold;
Marry, and shall. But how now, Sir John Hume!
Seal up your lips, and give no words but mum:
The business asketh silent secrecy

mumz;&iﬁﬂé H 57 SR RS 3% Henry VI Part I1. John Hume X4 A#M1E
HE B, A — DA I DA A B DA EES VBT A . fhifi: Seal up
your lips sk, —HJui#A U give no words but mum.

Hume must make merry with the duchess' gold;
Marry, and shall. But how now, Sir John Hume!
Seal up your lips, and give no words but mum:
The business asketh silent secrecy

Give no words but mum AR PR, 05X BIEZRK T mum's the
word, mum'’s the word — = B2 RS RN, A5k XANEER mum
BESEIXAN T B B A AT S R o AU IR S — N N B A WE IS I B H 1 7
mmm hmmm mmm hmmm mmm.

Hmmm mmm mmm mmmm hmmm:

Guess what?

What?

Helen’s pregnant!

Really?

Yeah, she told me this lunch time. But she hasn't told the boss yet so
mum’s the word.

OK.
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Mum’s the word but I wasn’t really sick yesterday. I was at a job interview.
Hmm. Mmm. Mmm mmmmh mmm.

A T . FRBAISUHET £ Shakespeare X 9kl 5 vk 4 A4 A
Until then... mum’s the word!

Seal up your lips, and give no words but mum:
The business asketh silent secrecy

KR AR 75t PO 3 R A ) A, 43 SRFBA A [mBT—~ i I 8 14 2
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First of all, did you hear what David was doing at the Globe Theatre?

...the actors were taught to reproduce the words of the plays in as close an
approximation to original Shakespearean pronunciation as you can get.
And I was involved in working out what that pronunciation was and helping
them to get to it.

David was working out what the original Shakespearean pronunciation was
so that actors at the Globe could try using it.

W HTHATATIHIE P L OE T 17004 A S0 R, Fid, SURmit

Well in an awful lot of cases it is certainly the case is that all we've got
here is the first documented use of a particular word. But it's when you get
words that are a little out of the ordinary that you begin to think “Ay ay... I
don't think there's, it's an everyday word here, we're doing something
special”.

XA BARZ EIA IS L L A& R, 2 1 56 fh At i Serf I ffirst
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We heard from our colleague Callum the new word issuetainment. What
two words inspired this new coinage?

And you could talk about a film being 'issuetainment’, so it's a film that’s
on an issue, a social issue but it’s also a film for entertainment so it's
'issuetainment' and if it's a very good film you could say it's “issuetainment
at its most issuetastic”.

The words issue and entertainment together make a new word -
issuetainment.

Issuetainment at its most issuetastic!
Well I hope you’ve enjoyed this focus on Shakespeare’s language.

TR REIZER BRI —AE T BATR A BRI IR R, SR —4
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William: Join us then to find out!

Both: Bye.
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