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Universities: Top Universities I B THR K

Andrea: We all dream of learning at the best academic institutions.
Jean: MBS, (LS A AR 2 Pt A m A4 i 055 27T
Andrea: So which are the UK’s top universities? What's it like to study at them

and what are some top tips for choosing a university at which to
study? Hello I’'m Andrea.

Jean: And I'm Jean.

Andrea: It's a daunting task choosing a university.

Jean: A daunting task. ZERFRZRLE NS SE& LR BN HP F—IUT 4. BT AERAT]
L) TIZTT R 5K, e[ E fra A 419522 Hi 2 ) CEO Dominic Scott
v

Insert

If asked about the top universities, | think there are two things to say, because
there are the most famous and probably the older established universities —
which you think about Oxford and Cambridge and several others — but then there
are other universities who’ve got the largest numbers of foreign students coming
to them, and arguably they are the more popular. So you’d have London School
of Economics, you’d have Manchester, you’d have a host of others. So one of the
things is what makes a popular university? And students have got to think very
carefully about that question.

Andrea: Dominic tells us that there are two ways of defining Britain’s top
universities.

Jean: Defining Britain’s top universities. 1 L —— 44 FR1G L2 JEE < <15
K772 To define.

Andrea: Firstly, there are the oldest and most famous universities. Those of
course are universities like Oxford and Cambridge, and we’ll be hearing
about those from people who'’ve actually studied at them later in this
series.

Jean: B — DI REW— XK KFERANE %4 5% . Dominic UiXFER KA il g
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Andrea: Dominic says London School of Economics and Manchester University
are both very popular with foreign students. But there are many others
too. There are a host of others.

Jean: Tk e B I 205 [H MR TR S universities 50 LEULR uni ELIA Z A4
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Andrea: But of course who hasn’t heard of Cambridge and Oxford.
Insert

Well the household names of Oxford, Cambridge, etc, are clearly in the top of the
league for research. And that’s a very very important factor, especially if you are
coming to the UK to do research. So without a doubt they have some of the best
academic standards.

Jean: R SIS 2 AT A 2 K% T . Household names A 34014 % .
21,

Andrea: And they are at the top of the league for research.
Jean: X TR B RAE TS TT T HE 44 B K%, Top of the league.

Andrea: Dominic uses the expression, ‘without a doubt’. Without a doubt they
are the best universities for research and they have very high
academic standards. Their students get very high results.

Jean: {H/Z& Dominic Scott LA MK A —F Bz —
Insert

If you’re coming to study an undergraduate degree, you’re not going to be sitting
with a Nobel scientist all the time. So you need to look for a good university with
a good teaching record. And that’s not always in those top rated research
universities, although they are of course some of the best in the world.

Jean: Dominic Al an SR AR R ARSI FAE 80 R 7 T LR B
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Andrea: Top-rated universities aren’t always top teaching universities.

Jean: Top-rated % VIHTF 1. B HRERKFICECRGAHLEATH, 1 HBFFOR S
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Andrea: So what are Dominic’s tips on choosing a ‘top’ university?

Insert

I think the first thing is don’t get mesmerised by league tables. Do the obvious.
Ask your friends, ask your teachers, what contacts they’ve had and what
experience they’ve had in those universities. Because there’s nothing better than

some first-hand recommendation. Huge numbers of students, say from China,
have come to study in the UK over the last 10 years, and most British universities
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would have an active alumni association — people who have studied in the UK and
gone home to China. So those associations can be really helpful in giving you
practical, honest, impartial advice about what it was really like. So you can read
all those league tables and see all those rankings, but there’s nothing better than
getting a first-hand account from someone who’s been there.

Andrea: So Dominic’s tips are: don’t get mesmerised by league tables and
rankings.

Jean: WL, A POIR L HE TR AE TR . League tables and rankings Hi%4
RAHAT

Andrea: Ask friends and teachers about their first-hand experiences in British
universities.

Jean: First-hand experiences. % —F /A4, FABLEL 48 it ok K22 1 24 5 2440
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Andrea: Get practical.

Jean: A SE B 1

Andrea: Honest.

Jean: IR

Andrea: And impartial advice.
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B AIER T bbcukchina.com. Goodbye!
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