BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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The Cutty Sark Burns E#ERE %Rk

John: Greenwich is a well-known tourist spot in London. It’s also the
home of a historically important ship the Cutty Sark.
Oliver: KGR S UM, AF IR BIRERIE B IX . RACBIARENE LW 5, an

ancient landmark. X2 —#z M, a historic merchant ship, #
EF+HJUttt4d, the nineteenth century.

John: Now, a terrible fire has destroyed the Cutty Sark.
Oliver: Sad news. —n[ R KEE T R# 755, a terrible fire.
John: The Cutty Sark has been a major tourist attraction since the 1950s

and was being restored when fire broke out in May.
Oliver: A real tragedy. iFIRAIFITFBBCEH LG 12 B ARG IXFF 11,
Insert

Well I'm joined in the studio by our new supremo Tom Bateman. Tom, there’s some
breaking news come through. Yes, well you mentioned this a second ago, but the Cutty
Sark ship, down in Greenwich, which of course is moored permanently at Cutty Sark is
actually on fire this morning. We've just had word through from the fire brigade. They’'ve
got eight fire engines down there, that’s about 40 or so firefighters. And they say the
entire ship is ablaze at the moment. There’s also gas cylinders involved, so they’'re going
to have to put an exclusion zone around this so, it's a pretty major event taking place.

Oliver: AR T GBS VRITARE, R TARBIE ARG L — K RHEE
T RMTRK T
John: Yes, the reporter Tom Bateman said that he had just had word from

the fire brigade. If you have just ‘had word’ from somewhere, you
have just received information about something.

Oliver: WL RS “RINI IR E” . they had just had word, i IRIRIYL 5
MRV, RS KT, Tom HER KIS C LA 8NP 4.
Eight fire engines were there.

John: And the people who were tackling the fire are called firefighters.

Oliver: Not firemen John?
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Oliver:

John:

Oliver:

John:

Oliver:

John:

Oliver:

John:

Oliver:

Insert

Well we used to call people who put fires out firemen, but there are
also a lot of women who put out fires as well, so collectively we call
people who put fires out for a profession ‘firefighters’.

Firefighters, X2 — MERERIGTEDIL, FELl KN, Bra s ik,
WEAE L,

There was one other word used to describe the fire on the Cutty
Sark. What was it Oliver, do you remember?

Yes, | think it was ‘ablaze’.

Yes, it's a dramatic word used to describe something which is
usually large, which is on fire.

Ablaze, %k,

As the reporter said, this was a pretty major event taking place. He
means a very major event.

A useful phrase, *Héiﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ a pretty major event. 7 B R
SR B S RELF, BT ) &BBCHEE A 1 H (Ikrlid
) , B Oliver, %H*L’ﬁ?ﬁﬂ’ﬁ}i’r‘i’l John. ?ﬂéﬂ]i’)@bﬂ’h&@ IR A A
B R, 0 25 4 BOAR G PESOR . E A IR S5 e S e 1.

The Cutty Sark used to sail from Britain to the South China Seas. It
was an impressive boat and was first preserved in the 1920s. It
wasn't long before tourists became interested in the ship.

WHET, BATRYT TR BRI B AT B BLAAE « HW, R T

Oh it’s just unbelievable. This is original fabric. This is the ship that sailed to the South
China Seas. It has the touch of the craftsman on it. If we are losing original fabric, we're
losing history. This ship is unique in so many ways, principally because it’s ‘as built’.
She’s just an extraordinary ship, she’s bound up in the journeys she used to make to
China for tea, and to Australia for wool. She is without doubt not just an important part
of maritime heritage for this country, she’s part of our national identity.

John:

Oliver:

John:

Oliver:
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You could hear how upset Richard was in that clip.

Yes you could. Richard said they were losing the original fabric of
the ship, JFIARISHIRFEL, ABEIRBIMHE TIE T TG M. b, X
MEMFE LIF W R3, the touch of the craftsman.

He also said the ship was without doubt an important part of the

British maritime heritage. Well, we’ll let you know if the boat can be
restored in another On the Town. Bye for now. See you next time.
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