BBC Learning English — On The Town HHE

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.

This programme was first produced in 2007.
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Vicki: Hello and welcome to On the Town from BBC Learning English. I’'m Vicki.

Oliver: RFUF, #A2 Oliver. (ITHE) 22— D NWENFEETHAH, A28
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Vicki: Christmas decorations — we’ll be talking to a designer who has created
some of London’s street decorations.

Oliver: Tiok, AR LN —HAATT I B Lk VAT A7 43 5 (PR LRIV

Vicki: Every year, London’s shopping streets are decorated for Christmas, and
the Oxford Street lights are switched on in a big ceremony with pop stars
and other celebrities.

Oliver: FESENT AR 2 SR AT M kT (I #8244 N celebrities. A= HH 246 2un & 44 11
WAz —, A B SEREAT EA 2 SR A

Vicki: This year, the mile-long Oxford Street lights have a theme connected to
the Disney movie ‘Enchanted’.

Oliver: FEATE S LA b, R T B AT U, A AR IR KT 40 3 R — sk 7 e AT
K, UM AT (IS .

Vicki: Last year, some politicians complained that the Christmas lights were not

eco-friendly because they use so much energy.

Oliver: LA BRI VST M AT R, PO KIR 2 L T
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Vicki: So this year, the lights are using LED bulbs which are more eco-friendly, or
‘greener’.

Insert

These are the greenest lights we’ve ever had in the West End, the most low energy

efficient light bulbs.

Oliver: Greenest — “Ffil P2 e Ek 1, SEBRIN S B AN T AR EL 1)

Vicki: Energy efficient. In the programme today we’ve heard about the Oxford

Street Christmas lights.

Oliver: Sebr b, AP O S AR 24 ) SEUEAT M AR s, SE A B A e AT R
Vicki: In Regent Street this year, the lights are quite unusual — they are

contemporary 3D light clusters, made up of several sphere shapes.

Oliver: Contemporary L, 3D 3D, spheres [RERM,

Vicki: The lights constantly change colour.

Oliver: AATT AT DAAS TR A% 62 i 4

Vicki: You can see a picture of the Regent Street lights on our website -

www.bbcchina.com.cn . The lights are quite attractive and very unusual,

but some people think they are not very Christmassy.

Oliver: Christmassy XX MA, XA LA = R A S A1
Vicki: In other parts of London, the decorations are not just based around lights.
Oliver: TA VIR T % 1B 1 Paul Dart, fQ3kA /40 T bl 16 i i

Lewisham i< {04 rhCo BT A 10 615 b R A 0 v o S %

Vicki: He describes the decorations as ‘period’.

Oliver: Period =2 Y], 703 LA R S0 DA AR ot KU R AE R B 250 Paul 1Y
RN 2 I EAMELL oS H AR e
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Insert

What we’'ve used are actually period decorations from the 50s and 60s, to try and
introduce almost like a party atmosphere in Lewisham.

Vicki: The decorations there are old-fashioned ones made of shiny foil.
Oliver: Foil N=tr14)E A L.
Vicki: He wanted to introduce a party atmosphere. Paul also designed the

decorations in Carnaby Street in central London. He told us about them.
Listen out for the phrase ‘paper chains’.

Oliver: Paper chains & FII1E MM —Fh T TR wt e I KIE R B4 AR4 ks Iz
W, I Bk gk, BAED E SR .

Vicki: Here’'s Paul.

Insert

This is a very ironic, very modernist, very young idea of Christmas decorations. | wanted

to invoke the childishness of Christmas. The thing that we remember doing in nursery

school — of making paper chains and hanging them up — and then by making them large

and huge, we're also going into realm of it being a giant sculpture — a piece of art.

Vicki: So these decorations are huge, giant, colourful paper chains, hanging
across the street. He describes them as ironic and modernist.

Oliver: Ironic A5 {2 IR, £ L A0 RO B T 0 AR A R 1 1

Modernist IACE XK.

Vicki: In designing these decorations, Paul wanted to invoke the childishness of
Christmas.

Oliver: Invoke fifHl, &%, A S A R LTI R B TR IR SEUE e i

Vicki: He says it reminds people of when they made decorations at nursery
school.

Oliver: Nursery school %)L .
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Vicki: But by making them huge, they’re going into the realm of sculpture and

art.
Oliver: Going into the realm of A T 4FE4IEL, sculpture HEYE, ©WHZAK art.
Vicki: Before we go, let’'s remember some of the words and phrases we’ve heard

in this programme. Eco-friendly or greenest.

Oliver: IR

Vicki: Contemporary.
Oliver: AR o

Vicki: Period.

Oliver: k. 2.
Vicki: Modernist.
Oliver: AR 3= S
Vicki: Childishness.
Oliver: YIFEHL . % TR
Vicki: Traditional.
Oliver: L5

Vicki: Anyway, that’s all about the Christmas decorations for now, we’re off to

finish our Christmas shopping.
Oliver: AT, UK

Vicki: Bye!
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