BBC Learning English — On The Town HHZE

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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The Horniman Museum fEJE 2 YE

Neil: Welcome to On the Town from BBC Learning English, the programme
where we visit interesting places in Britain. I'm Neil.

Oliver: And I'm Oliver & Oliver.

Neil: We're at a very different type of museum.

Oliver: What's different about it?

Neil: Well, here's Andrew Willshire, who works at the Horniman Museum in

south London.
Insert
Well the Horniman Museum provides a window onto our world. We have a fine collection

of musical instruments, anthropological items and natural history specimens alongside
some living collections where we have an aquarium and sixteen acres of gardens.

Neil: We're at the Horniman Museum, which he says is a window onto our world.
Oliver: Ee2EW. A window on the world 2 B2 7608 AR TT LA 25k [ tH 5L & 1

(K. BOEARZ MR . WNFEDI LS F AR TS, RATIAT .

Neil: There are musical instruments, anthropological items.

Oliver: NZEETTIHN il o

Neil: Natural history specimens.

Oliver: Sk, 42 natural history. ¥rA specimens.

Neil: And there's an aquarium.

Oliver: JKHRYE .

Neil: And a sixteen-acre garden.

Oliver: AR T N7 TP KR RAEld . Wow, this place sounds really

interesting. Let's start with the musical instruments.
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Neil: Well, there are one and a half thousand instruments from all over the
world here from past to present, including some very strange ones from
little-known cultures and civilisations.

Oliver: Ah, FEHS HLARIE AT LA B 22 K FEF R A0 N2 SO B3 R R 25 Rl AR 1R SR 2 o
Neil: And you can hear exactly what they sound like and even play some of

them. Here's Andrew again:
Insert
It’s a unique opportunity to look at music and the way music has an influence all over the
world. And as part of the music gallery we have a hands-on area, which gives people the
opportunity to come and try some things for themselves. So as well as just looking and
listening to instruments, they can physically go and have a play.

Neil: There's a hands-on area.

Oliver: HEX . EXHE hands-on RS2 IR ] LASE A PEEAEZE LIRS . Hmm, |
think you need some more practice, Neil.

Neil: I think you're right Oliver.

We're at the Horniman Museum in London.

Oliver: Let's have a look at the natural history section. # Fk, iE®RAIEE -FEHY
TEHLR SR 2 X

Neil: It's full of stuffed animals from all over the world.

Oliver: TR stuffed. 7R3 USSR BOE AR E S WIbR A ROk AL A4 HHE B,

Neil: And right in the middle is the most iconic symbol of the museum: a walrus.

Oliver: Pr&PER iconic. % walrus. It's huge!

Neil: There's a funny story about the walrus and the taxidermist who stuffed it.

Oliver: FHERRAT N, FJZIi taxidermist. Here's Andrew again:

Insert

The taxidermist had no idea at that time what a walrus looked like so assumed that he
should just keep on stuffing the animal until it was full to bursting.

Neil: The museum's over a hundred years old, so nhot many people in Britain
knew what a walrus looked like — including the taxidermist — so this one's
actually much fatter than it should be!
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Neil:
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Neil:
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Neil:

Oliver:
Neil:
Oliver:
Neil:

Insert
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OK Oliver, how about some live animals now?

Yes, let's have a look at the aquarium.

There are tanks of seahorses.

IRl T

And jellyfish.

KEE,

And tropical fish.

BRI AR B £

Well Oliver, the sun is shining, so why don't we go and have a look at the
garden? Nice isn't it.

Wk, 22 3 XU !
You can see lots of iconic buildings.
AV e KT

Andrew from the museum can describe the view:

One of the spectacular things that we have is fabulous views over the centre of London.
So you can see such iconic buildings as St. Paul’s Cathedral, the new arch at Wembley
Stadium, you can see the famous ‘Gherkin’ building, which is a recent addition to the city

skyline.

Oliver:

Neil:
Oliver:

Neil:

Oliver:

Neil:
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Gherkin'.

That's right, it's a recent addition to the city skyline.

Well 1 hope you enjoyed our trip to the Horniman Museum. If you want
more help with your English, look at our website www.bbcchina.com.cn

o

Bye.
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