BBC Learning English — On The Town HHE

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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A Vision for London #4653

John: Today we're talking about a new Vision for London, the title of an
exhibition at the New London Architecture Galleries in London*. I'm John.

Jean: 1 3 H M A . I'm Jean and I'll be helping out with some Chinese
explanations in today's programme. HUERRMARRENIET, HIEHEE A
EREMAER? W AR BT, RS AT AR X Rt S I 44 R e 7 v pR e A
T T 0 22 TR — L8 m] LAAE N ATTRETT 1 23 25010 ) 8, B B 22 1 8 e R A R4 kAT
FjIX1%? Would you like to see more public squares, more parks and car-
free areas?

John: Well, at a gallery devoted to London's future we discovered the Vision for
London exhibition. Its aim? Simply to bring together all the ideas of
architects and designers to create a better London.

Jean: Sounds good. XKL H MAEN T I K A R 7~ — L g SR R0 v v Ui 18 1 AR
architects and designers, and to hear about their vision of London's future

AT R ARSI AR AR SR A AR

John: The BBC's Mike Ramsden explored the work of one man who also has a
vision for London.

Jean: It's the architect Sir Terry Farrell. BBC [#id# Mike Ramsden XKifj T 3 44 &34
il Terry Farrell &, #RIT T ARG BOR K AR M AR . FoATTH: T ok & W 31d #
Mike NIATARE Terry Farrell &L (KixAHIAH,

John: Sir Terry wants to make sure pedestrians- or people who walk on foot - in
London are given priority.

Jean: 1T N\ pedestrians, ;&@FITFERE LM K. ERARIr—/NB Mike (PR Vi
R

Insert
The big idea - put the pedestrian first. Design round their needs, not the needs of traffic.
Jean: Controversial.

John: Putting pedestrians before cars.
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Jean:
John:

Jean:

John:

Jean:

John:
Jean:

John:

Jean:

Insert

TN R ARG
Design around their needs, not the needs of traffic.

BRI et X & 2o T AT AT 2 the needs of pedestrians, MiA&EN
T IT B A ARAS S

Okay now Jean, what was the first thing that you noticed about London
when you came?

Well I arrived by train, and around the train station it was chaotic. F#—X
A R ZE SR BIAS B B AT X LI K FE v H 2 HAEELIY . There were cars stopping
and starting, there were buses everywhere, and you just couldn't move!

So do you think anything could be done about that?
No, it's just not possible surely.

Well, listen again to Mike Ramsden. He's found a similarly busy area in
London, which sounds quite like your first London experience.

Okay, FAIMd#E Mike 2| T8 HH KA AE R AL 4L, he's at the junction
of two busy streets. & iX H | &b #8247 WM =8, BA A DK AT R E
pedestrian crossings, AiiXHIFA R AT Z L/ W7, B B H
Wby ARG G, T Mike Bl ARE] T —N 1T DA XA ) A

Can anything be done to improve somewhere like the junction between Euston Road and
Tottenham Court Road? There are 16 pedestrian crossings, nearly 40 traffic lights, surely
it's beyond saving. But Sir Terry Farrell, famous London architect, says he can make this
junction work for traffic, and for pedestrians.

Jean:

John:

Jean:

Insert

So how does he propose to make these busy London streets nicer for
pedestrians?

Yes, very good question.

Well, Sir Terry Farrell has some ideas. itEIATRIFIF Terry Farrell [ Fat
e,

It’s possible to totally re-design what we’re standing in the middle of, so that both win.
And it would be a new place, a place with cafés and trees, much less tarmac. It's never
been designed holistically with joined-up thinking ever.

John:

Jean:

He said that the problem needs to be thought of holistically.

Terry A Jyia ] — AR T A REMR PRIZA )l
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John: There needs to be more joined-up thinking.

Jean: More joined-up thinking. 23R E . R, BURFZ A BIAS R A0 Y 544
WU IHEEA AR SLRIPFAR ML . A T RSAS I AT ) T, A AR R B
A MNMVBEMETT, Terry UCABUNTFEME 211 joined-up thinking.

John: I wonder if Terry will succeed.
Jean: TRERATT TR H B L
John: Bye.

*This programme was first produced in 2008
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