BBC Learning English — On the Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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National Portrait Gallery — HX B4 H i

Helen: Hello, I'm Helen. Welcome to On the Town from BBC Learning English.

Jin: R, I AE4REITT H b, FRATTEEAT RS0 0825 44 19 [ [ 52 1 5m)
}_E\_‘o

Helen: The National Portrait Gallery is located right in the centre of London,

next to the famous Trafalgar Square.

Jin: IR K 15 A5 JER RS Sy Ry, SRR A HORF RN S0 AR BSR40 NI
B, BN AZ XK E S .

Helen: That’s right. The National Portrait Gallery is famous for its collection of
portraits of famous people.

Jin: T 22 18 55 1 A4 JER AT MRS E (A — T IR T e 2 FRAT T >k T 3k FLE A 47 53
Stephen, FEAMFIAINH T — FIXHE L.

Insert
The National Portrait Gallery was founded in 1856, nearly 150 years ago, to

collect and display portraits of famous men and women who have contributed to
British history and culture and society.

Jin: JEOR I 2K B w1 1856 4.

Helen: Founded in 1856, and the main purpose of the gallery is?

Jin: T2 H R WO S g [ g s, SO AR R TR 44 N H 4R
Helen: So the collection has quite a few rules. And Stephen has more

explanations for us.
Insert

They have to be eminent, they have to be prominent, they have to be well
known, they have to have had some form of achievement. That could be
captaining the England football team, or having a Nobel prize, or having
composed a great symphony.
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Jin: Wy Stephen XA —it, AR AHBEIL B A H B2 1 2 4 m i L, 1
FEAFE A IARIE

Helen: Exactly, and Stephen used a few big words to describe the selection
criteria. First of all, they have to be eminent.

Jin: Wk, eminent.

Helen: They have to be prominent.

Jin: 8, prominent.

Helen: Also well-known, famous.

Jin: It B LA .

Helen: And to have had some kind of achievement.

Jin: B e B A IREEIE B T — 8 O A AT Bede % ek 25 .

Helen: And to give us an example of eminent, prominent, well-known people

with achievements, Stephen talked about David Beckham.
Jin: DUSEIE, ARIE 44 N . TS M A8 AT A ke LI WE ?
Insert

It’s a video portrait of him asleep - it’'s by Sam Taylor Wood — and it’s actually an
hour and seven minutes of David asleep in his hotel room in Madrid.

Jin: AR SE A D TE S R 4 LY S ) BT ) A1, Where did this
idea come from?

Insert

The idea behind the portrait when it was put to the artist to do this commission,
was, she said, how can you have a portrait of someone who is so well-known? His
image is flashed across the world in newspapers, on the internet. We see him
playing football; the public David Beckham is the person we know, what is the
private David Beckham? Well, the place when nobody, or very few people see him,
is of course when he is asleep. So we share through the video portrait, that
intimate moment of him asleep.

Jin: Ok, that makes more sense. JGH & 4t, T aia i LA 4 2 Ekizs)
P, AR LBEAL AT L.

Helen: His pictures are flashed everywhere. Flash here is a verb, it means
showing something to other people.

Jin: FrEL, D 7 A WAL IR A P AR SER S LN, A 2 st AL B AT ) DL 5L
o

Helen: So showing him sleeping is actually a very private moment.

Jin: OB RN A Bk, AR 1 A ARTE ST R T S WX EE .
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Helen: It's a refreshing idea.
Jin: ) 5 1 A4 R A LA T 2, e s KIS | e A 5 e ?
Insert

People come to the gallery for many different reasons; some come to see familiar
faces and those iconic images from the collection.

Jin: IRZ NAHKGE N T ARG AT L

Helen: Familiar faces.

Jin: MBBATHIIE S

Helen: Iconic images. Iconic is from icon.

Jin: Icon, 5. BITEDAEIRZ ARG, AR5 1 Lt e T &R A A .
Helen: There are many different themes on display, so you are constantly on

a journey of discovery.

Jin: 7, ARETEHBEIZ L.
Helen: Let’s hope that you’ll have the chance to explore the iconic images of

people in the National Portrait Gallery one day.
Jin: Bye.

Helen: Bye bye.
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