BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Callum: Hello and welcome to BBC Learning English, I'm Callum.
Yang Li: KREUF. FRMH . SRR, RATEWFIRERMT, UEF LA SNE.

Callum: Buckingham Palace is one of the most important landmarks of London and it
attracts thousands of visitors from all over the world.

Yang Li: B, ALEDCE S e MrE e . | often hear people say this: “The
journey to the UK is not complete without a visit to Buckingham Palace.”

Callum: I agree and there are good reasons behind that comment. Here's Jonathan
Marsden, who is the deputy surveyor of the Queen’s works of art:

Yang Li: 2 9 Lo 2RO A I RS

Insert

The front of the palace, the facade is very well known, it’s almost a symbol of London.
And so it’s one of those places that's recognizable all over the world. So there is a certain
excitement simply to be standing outside it with the guards there, and you can watch the

changing of the guard each day.

Callum: Buckingham Palace is one of those places that is recognizable all over the
world.

Yang Li: That's right 5t/ fef — Rl A 15 H k1.

Callum: Because the front of the palace, that is the facade, is very well-known.
Yang Li: Facade Uiffmh/e A &R S METT IS, well-known g 4 1.

Callum: It's so well-known that it's become a symbol of London.

Yang Li: WHH%AE. A symbol of London.

Callum: So there's a certain excitement simply standing outside and watching the

changing of the guards.
Yang Li: et SENEE SN E

Callum: Let’s listen to a bit more of Jonathan’s introduction:
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Insert

And has in some sense the character of being the headquarters of the British monarchy.
Then there is the fascination in actually now being able to get behind that facade and see
the rooms which the Queen herself uses.

Callum: Buckingham Palace has the character of being the headquarters of the
British monarchy.

Yang Li: 1 4 P 2 0 ] S ORI T E

Callum: But during the summer, the palace is open to the public, so there is this
fascination of being able to get behind the facade, to see the rooms which
the Queen uses.

Yang Li: Let’s ask some of the visitors just coming out of the palace.

Insert

I'm from Canada, this is the first time I've ever been here. It's really great, isn’t it? Well,

Buckingham Palace is definitely one of the most sumptuous royal palaces I've ever seen.

All the halls and rooms are spectacular, very elegant and ornate. It’s brilliant.

Callum: He thinks the palace is beautiful but he uses a different word, he says
sumptuous — S.U.M.P.T.U.0.U.S. — sumptuous.

Yang Li: WA SER] .

Callum: Spectacular.

Yang Li: AL . Spectacular.
Callum: Elegant and ornate.

Yang Li: L% elegant #Ei[1) ornate.
Insert

There are so many treasures: famous paintings, antiques, the queen’s dresses and
jewellery, so much to catch the eye.

Callum: She said there are so many treasures, invaluable treasures.
Yang Li: HIAZ M ZE

Callum: Here, visitors can see famous paintings, antiques, as well as the Queen’s
dresses and jewellery.

Yang Li: HE AW, L A IR, Rt S B A
Callum: Yes, there is a lot to catch the eye.

Yang Li: To catch the eye 5| \i#H. It's a fascinating place to visit, isn’t it Callum?
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Callum: Yes, but Buckingham Palace is open to the public only in the summer. Here’s
Jonathan again:

Insert

Buckingham Palace is only relatively recently been open to the public; in the summer,
during August and September. And that’s when the Queen is not in residence, when she's
away from London. And it’s possible to turn her London office, her working palace, into a
tourist attraction for the brief 8 week period in the summer.

Callum: Buckingham Palace is turned into a tourist attraction only during the brief
period of August and September when the Queen is not in residence.

Yang Li: Not in residence A{EAET o AN, EEGEE RO, 424 4 K8 5> T
EH, L EHEASNE BRI .

Callum: Yes, Buckingham Palace is not only a royal palace but it’s also a working
palace as well.

Yang Li: But how do you know whether the Queen is in residence or not?
Callum: Ah well, the flags will tell you straight away. Here's Jonathan again:
Insert

It's a very simple device. Wherever the Queen is, her standard, her personal royal
standard will be flying. And that’s up to the minute, so when she leaves Buckingham
Palace, her standard will come down and the Union flag, the national flag, will be in
place.

Yang Li: FIRE L EAEAE SR, ARG 2 IR R AT AT 1, WeR AR, AT 37

R H
Callum: The royal standard.
Yang Li: T2 BIMCE IR, 2 o [ e
Callum: The Union flag. It’s goodbye from both of us from London.

Yang Li: ZU RGN, AT H
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