BBC Learning English — On The Town

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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British Museum KEEYIE

Neil: Ok Jean, keep your eyes closed until | say.

Jean: Oh Neil, where have you brought me this time?

Neil: Here’s a clue. Where do you think you can see Egyptian mummies,
ancient Greek statues and even Chinese Buddhist paintings under one
roof?

Jean: Hmmm... 7] LA R R T, da RS, A EZESE. Let me see!

Neil: Ok, ok. Open your eyes.
Jean: Ah, it’s the British Museum. JFURERATEAE KT 1HE b,
Neil: Welcome to On the Town from BBC Learning English, I'm Neil. This is

the programme where we visit some of the most interesting places in
London. And today we’re at the British Museum.

Jean: It’s probably the most famous museum in London. But the building
looks like something from ancient Greece or Rome. KJt¥iEE L EIR
B — Pty A I o 2 A

Neil: Well, that’s the interesting thing. Most of the British Museum isn’t
about Britain at all.

Jean: What do you mean?
Neil: Let’s go inside and meet Hannah Bolton, who works at the museum.
Insert

The British Museum is really the collection of the cultural achievement of
humanity. So to be a bit more specific, it contains collections of material, objects
made by people throughout time, across the centuries, across the globe.

Jean: So, it’s called the British Museum but actually it contains objects from
all over the world.

Neil: Hannah says it’s a collection of the cultural achievement of humanity.
Cultural achievement.
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Jean: SCAK T T T o

Neil: Humanity.
Jean: A3
Neil: Because it contains objects made by people throughout time, across

the centuries and across the globe.
Jean: So, what are the highlights? #4 4 kR0 JE e 2
Insert

The Egyptian mummies are always incredibly popular with children and adults
alike because there’s obviously a fascination with ancient Egyptian culture, but we
also have wonderful classical collections: material from ancient Greece. We have
really iconic objects like the Rosetta Stone; and then we have really wonderful
beautifully made objects that are perhaps less well-known, but things like
extravagant turquoise mosaics from Mexico and we have wonderful sort of masks
from Africa.

Neil: She says the Egyptian mummies are incredibly popular.

Jean: Incredibly A/ AATEH . Incredibly popular.

Neil: Because of the fascination with ancient Egyptian culture.

Jean: Fascination 275, i,

Neil: They also have iconic objects.

Jean: Iconic fH1411.

Neil: Iconic objects like the Rosetta Stone.

Jean: The Rosetta Stone XM K4S P 2R A1,  LIRIREZ] TR, BAK

BICT A G, SRARB I R OO RSN ot R T A,

Neil: And there are less well-known objects such as extravagant turquoise
mosaics from Mexico. Extravagant.

Jean: ELEAI

Neil: Turquoise.

Jean: N VNE

Neil: Mosaic.

Jean: 38,

Neil: And there are wonderful masks from Africa.
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Jean: Masks [fii. Listen to Hannah talking about the museum’s highlights
again.

Insert

The Egyptian mummies are always incredibly popular with children and adults
alike because there’s obviously a fascination with ancient Egyptian culture, but we
also have wonderful classical collections: material from ancient Greece. We have
really iconic objects like the Rosetta Stone; and then we have really wonderful
beautifully made objects that are perhaps less well-known, but things like
extravagant turquoise mosaics from Mexico and we have wonderful sort of masks
from Africa.

Neil: Did you know some very important Chinese artefacts are coming to the
British Museum soon?

Jean: Oh really? —S8EH EHER [ P E ) 2R AL/ KIE Y EE 7. Artefacts
2R

Neil: Can you tell us more, Hannah?

Insert

The museum — British Museum — is very fortunate in that the Xian Museum have
agreed to lend us an awful lot of material from the Terracotta Warriors Museum.

Jean: Terracotta Warriors /& 5= 51 .
Neil: Yes, the museum in Xian has agreed to lend some of the Terracotta

Warriors to the British Museum. To lend.

Jean: T T RE e BT E MY —A8hiH to borrow FE T . Lend J&f
H,  borrow k.

Neil: Yes, Xian Museum is going to lend some statues to the British
Museum. Or in other words, the British Museum is going to borrow
some statues from Xian. Well, that’s about all we have time for today
on BBC Learning English.

Jean: If you want to learn more, go to our website www.bbc.co.uk/china.

Neil: But just before we go, let’s ask some tourists what they thought of the
museum.

Insert

It was great, | just went to the Japanese art and it was quite interesting.
The African room — that was very impressing.

Oh, just everything — especially the Egyptian artefacts. It was very nice.
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