BBC Learning English — On The Town 3#BH#HE

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Imperial War Museum 4+ [#4)1

Lily: Hello, I'm Lily. Welcome to On the Town from BBC Learning English.
Sun Chen: I ERINK. ARMIETTREET H FATTE 0] R A2 9% [ 25 44 1) e I v
Lily: Yes. We are taking you to the famous Imperial War Museum in London.
Insert

(Sound of submarine) In the spring of 1941, the Royal Navy was equipped with more
escorts of an improved design...

Sun Chen:  FESIH M REPITHEL, BATREILRISF AR M A, IAS, Sl XKW
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Lily: It is a well-known museum, not only in Britain, but throughout the world. |
spoke with Terry Charman, the museum’s historian. He started with what
he considers to be the unique feature of the Imperial War Museum.

Sun Chen:  #EAFIRATHZ - A1 %% Terry Charman.
Insert

Well, | think the thing that is unique about the Imperial War Museum, perhaps not only
in London but also worldwide, is that we attempt to record and display items relating to
all aspects of international conflict since 1914, since August 1914 when the First World
War broke out. Our main objective, of course, is to display to members of the public how
war has shaped lives in the 20" and sadly in the 21 century.

Sun Chen: ATy HAR, 5t J) I it 40l Bn pp SEAT B R 1) - 7 A RE AR B R . Al
aspects of international conflicts.

Lily: Their main objective is to show people how war has shaped their lives.
Sun Chen: 42 W i NATTHIAE TR

Lily: That’s right. What you see here in the museum is truly spectacular, with all
kinds of military vehicles, airplanes and submarines.

Sun Chen:  HRHFEIOEA:, BATHSFHL, AIHERE . X L8k AW R ORI

Lily: Well, Terry told me that one of his female colleagues described it as the
biggest boy’s bedroom.
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Sun Chen: A K% A1 e ?
Lily: Let’s listen.
Insert

Speaking in the main gallery, the atrium of the museum, which one of my female
colleagues has described as one of the biggest boy’s bedroom in London, displaying as it
does, tanks, guns and aircraft, including the most famous of all British aircraft, the super
marine Spitfire, that helped to win the Battle of Britain in 1940. As well as, of course, the
aircraft, we have on display a small one-man submarine from Germany and also the
human torpedo that the Italians used in the Second World War. And of course, we have a
large number of armoured fighting vehicles.

Sun Chen:  7EHTRIT, FATRERRIHTC, BFSFEIIRSE, 04T CHL. XL ige P st b
I A N ISSEAL, AT Pl Spitfire.

Lily: The Spitfire is very famous as it helped win the Battle of Britain in 1940.

Sun Chen:  XHULEH T =24, WEEEZGRM—IERE, @A —MWERFISER AT .
Torpedo.

Lily: And there are a large number of armoured fighting vehicles as well.
Sun Chen:  JtE3H %,

Lily: And there is a unique item that visitors shouldn’t miss.

Insert

We have a unique item, the body of the fuselage of the aircraft that Hitler's deputy,
Rudolf Hess, flew to this country in, in May 1941.

Sun Chen:  Wr#| 702 JA7 SRR, Bl 5% 55 8 10 @l 50 K BRI e 194 L4 11 H Sk 95 [
(R, SRARI KHLIIHLES 4hFE.  This is very unusual, isn’t it?

Lily: Yes. It is. Notice we have come across a very unusual word here: ‘fuselage’
— it is spelled F.U.S.E.L.A.G.E. fuselage.

Sun Chen: & KHLIHL B 4h5%.

Lily: There are lots of other unusual exhibits as well. I asked Terry how big their
collection is.

Insert

What | say to people always is that what the visitor sees here in the galleries is really
only the tip of the iceberg of the museum. Because not only are we a museum displaying
the objects like the tanks and guns and the aircraft, and of course the smaller objects —
and documents as well and photographs. But we have - we are an archive. We have
enough film in our archive, I'm assured by colleagues in the film department, that if you
sat down and watched it, it would now take you 22 years of solid viewing.
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Lily: What you see here is only the tip of the iceberg.

Sun Chen:  Tip of the iceberg Xi& F Bk bR TIXEERN 24N, KRG ERFEEM
IEES3 SN

Lily: Yes, a huge film archive. You know, it would take you 22 years of solid
viewing.

Sun Chen:  Wow! ZFH 58, fH{E L2241,

Lily: Amazing! And there is nothing like it in the whole of Britain. For people
who are interested in military technology, then the Imperial War Museum is
the place to visit.

Sun Chen:  ATMAR, REEESRIWH, THEZKFE R,

Lily: Ok, we’ll see you next timel

Sun Chen: Bye.

Lily: Bye.
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