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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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The Roval Observatory EFEHBIERELE

Neil: It’s the Prime Meridian line.
Yang Li:  It's the centre of world time and space.
Neil: It’s the Royal Observatory at Greenwich. Hello, welcome to On the Town from

BBC Learning English. I'm Neil.

Yang Li: KK, o2k, SRBAT ESUEHEHRRILE, ERRRm PG, thitthd -
RIS

Neil: Definitely. Visitors to the Observatory can stand in both the eastern and
western hemispheres simultaneously.

Yang Li: & LABLERAMRE I 744 | Greenwich Meridian, 1A4— T, —RBI7EAER
eastern hemisphere, 7 —HEI7EPE -2k &% western hemisphere.

Neil: Eastern and western hemispheres simultaneously.
Yang Li:  Simultaneously [FIIf[1), R A REAGRNPZER LGS David Rooney.
Insert

I’m David Rooney and I’'m the Curator of timekeeping here at the Royal Observatory in
Greenwich. Well, the Royal Observatory has been here since 1675, it’s a very old
scientific institution. And it’'s known throughout the world as the home of time. In fact the
Prime Meridian of the world, which is the line from which all time is measured, passes
through our courtyard. So we are very much the home of Greenwich Mean Time which is
the basic time for the world.

Neil: With over 300 years’ history, the observatory is definitely a very old scientific
institution.

Yang Li:  FF#HLE scientific institution, b E2EHE AL BT, TR0l 2.

Neil: The Prime Meridian of the world. That’s to say that all time is measured
against the Greenwich Meridian, and the basic time for the world is Greenwich
Mean Time.

Yang Li:  #&#KJEiEFsHERE] the Greenwich Mean Time.

Neil: David told us that some of the most important clocks and watches that have
ever been made are here on display at the Royal Observatory.
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Yang Li:  # David i AR E] TR AR TH .

Insert

We are standing here at the heart of Royal Observatory, Greenwich, and we are
surrounded by clocks and watches and telescopes. It’s a fantastic site that we are on and

it’s full of world history and it has been around here since 1675.

Yang Li:  IXHFPPERMEE GEAT A, EEM, P ULVHE B AR B Y s, FERE R
FRIELS o

Insert
Yang Li: They are all in excellent condition, aren’t they?

David: Yes, we look after these clocks. They need to be wound up once a day or once a
week and it’s quite a long job to get around them all as we have about 200 on display.

Neil: There are 200 clocks on display.

Yang Li:  On display J&ii. 200 MPE, AIFHEM K EL once a day, M EA E—k
5% once a week, i, IX8E L EEH R 5 E R 2

Insert

Yang Li: Are they all made in England or are they from different parts of the world?
David: We’ve got clocks from around the world. Many of them were made in this
country but we’ve got clocks made from as far away as Russia; we have got American
clocks, European clocks and some Chinese clocks.

Neil: Did you get it? These clocks are from around the world: Russia.

Yang Li: [,

Neil: America.

Yang Li: 5[,

Neil: Europe.

Yang Li: Myl

Neil: And Chinese clocks.

Yang Li: & EBIE.

Neil: You’re listening to On the Town with BBC Learning English.

Yang Li:  #&MRJBIERICE AMGE I EERMOGE AL 0 HAE G R S 2V R 1 A oA
’4“;0

Neil: David told us that the visitors’ figure is nearly one million a year.
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Insert

At the moment we are welcoming 850,000 visitors a year. Later on this year we’ll be
opening some new facilities: an astronomy centre and a big planetarium, and we expect
that our visitor figures will be over one million a year.

Yang Li:  RICEETF BRSBTS

Neil: A new astronomy centre.
Yang Li:  —ANRICFEH L.
Neil: A big planetarium.

Yang Li: /N RBIPIRICIE. Wk, Wol N KEZ T .

Neil: But there is one place you must never miss at the Observatory:

Insert

It's very important that everybody who visits stands on the Prime Meridian of the world;
you have one foot in the eastern hemisphere and one foot in the western hemisphere,

and you stand on the line from which all time is measured.

Neil: The one thing you must see and experience is standing on the Prime
Meridian of the world.

Yang Li: BV Rk e R AL L, R, HUHEARCRER, 51— HURIEE K
)&% . Wow, Neil shall we go over there and have a picture taken?

Neil: Of course. But let’s say goodbye to our listeners in China from London. I'm
Neil.

Yang Li: TR F . NI TR Y H !
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