BBC Learning English - Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Hello everyone and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. I'm
William Kremer.
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Here’s her email: Dear Sir or Madam, could you please tell me the
difference between ‘a lot of’ and ‘a lot’? Thanks very much. Violet.
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2?2 What's the difference William?

Well, the basic meaning is the same, but the grammar and usage is slightly
different. So when we use the phrase ‘a lot of’ to mean much or many, it is
describing a noun. So, to give you an example, I could say "I've spent a lot
of money recently”. ‘A lot of’ is here affecting the noun ‘money’. It is
describing how much money I've spent recently.

I have spent a lot of money recently - It4bf) a lot of Hk&Hi44id money,
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And there is another informal phrase which means the same as ‘a lot of’.
Do you know what it is Li?

Lots of!

That's right. So I can say “I've spent a lot of money” or “I've spent lots of
money”, they're both OK. Now the phrase ‘a lot’ doesn't affect a noun. So
if I say “I've spent a lot recently”, here ‘a lot’ isn't followed by the noun
‘money’ but the meaning is the same.
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“I've spent a lot recently”.

That’s right. In fact, you can even use ‘a lot’ by itself.
Really?

Yes. Have you learned anything so far, Li?
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Example

Yes, a lot. WGRIR K. FH, EIXA)IET a lot 524&n LM . I see what you
mean, William.

And instead of saying “Yes, a lot”, you could say...
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Good question. In longer sentences, ‘a lot’ tends to go at the end of the
sentence, and never between a verb and its object.
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So for example, I can ask you “Have you seen your friend Sarah a lot
lately?” But I can’t say “Have you seen a lot your friend Sarah lately?”.
That sounds strange.
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15?1 have to say, we used the phrases a lot of and a lot a lot!

Li: Hi Sarah! Do you fancy going for a coffee today?

Sarah: Oh, I'd love to but I don't really have a lot of time today because I'm going on
holiday on Monday and desperately need to pack this afternoon.

Li: No problem! But do you really have a lot to pack?

Sarah: Yes, lots! I have a young baby and need to take a lot of things with me.

Li: Ah, it sounds as though you have a lot on your plate today. Hope the packing goes
well. And have a wonderful holiday!

Sarah: Thank you!
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Wow! You used the phrase five times! That’s certainly a conversation with
lots of useful examples in it.

Oh yes. TELL EXHER AT I T HIKER < 172 = XA R TE s o
Shall we have a look at them one by one?

All right. In the first one she said "I don't really have a lot of time today”.
So that's ‘a lot of’, which is affecting the noun, ‘time’.

XAJE IR Z F kB4 time, W] Sarah #1145 £ /bifE). Then I asked her
“But do you really have a lot to pack”?

Yes and you could have said, “"Do you really have a lot of stuff to pack”, but
what you said has the same meaning. And then she said “Yes, lots!”
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Yang Li: Yes. As she has a baby she has to take a lot of things with her.

William: And finally you said this: “It sounds as though you have a lot on your plate
today”. To have a lot on one’s plate is an English idiom meaning lots of
things to deal with.
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William: Let’s have a listen again to the short conversation between you and
Sarah.

Example

Li: Hi Sarah! Do you fancy going for a coffee today?

Sarah: Oh, I'd love to but I don't really have a lot of time today because I'm going on
holiday on Monday and desperately need to pack this afternoon.

Li: No problem! But do you really have a lot to pack?
Sarah: Yes, lots! I have a young baby and need to take a lot of things with me.

Li: Ah, it sounds as though you have a lot on your plate today. Hope the packing goes
well. And have a wonderful holiday!

Sarah: Thank you!

William: I must say that both these phrases a lot of and a lot are used by native
speakers of English a lot, so it's quite important to know how to use them
correctly.

Yang Li: That’s right. If you listen to a lot of our programmes and do lots of

exercise your English will improve a lot faster.
William: Thanks for listening and see you next time.

Yang Li: Bye bye.
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