BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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To whom it may concern: my name is Frank. I’d like to ask about the word
credit in ‘giving somebody credit for doing something’ and what’s the
difference between credit and debit? Thank you! Frank.

Frank i S 3RA MR/ U 45 FTE RO, X AN 7300 & credit A1 debit. 34tk
WA SNIESE giving somebody credit for doing something iIX/~)FH credit 3k
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So to help answer these questions I'd like to welcome to the studio one of
our resident teachers, William Kremer. Hi William, welcome to the

programme.
William: Hello Li.

Li: So can you answer Frank’s question today?

William: I can... it was actually two questions, wasn’t it? There was a question about

credit and debit and then there was a question about giving somebody
credit for something.

Li: Well | suppose you could say that.

William: Right, so that’s two questions... so £13.50 each, so that’s £27 please Li.

Li: What? You charge money?!

William: Yeah. Cash is fine.

Li: 27 1 Oh, | don’t have any money on me. # L% {FM4k, can | pay you
later?

William: Well, all right. But let me just make a note that you owe me some money.

Can | borrow your pen?

[To himself] ‘Li owes William £27’.
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Right, OK. Well, I think I know why Frank is confused. The words credit
and debit have particular meanings in the world of banking and finance,
but the word credit also has some broader meanings too.

WA UE credit F1 debit #5520 4510, AREMEE, Al credit XAMEEAAE K
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So Li, I am answering Frank’s question now but you’re going to pay me
later. So | can say that | am giving you credit.

1EW 45 B 4% to give somebody credit XA credit il E oV AR, seAd
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So let’s imagine that I want to buy a new computer. But | don't have
enough money now. But | really want a computer, right now! So maybe |
will buy it on credit.

Buy a computer on credit — I, ethkEE, HEAE.
William, JIf Frank #2115 — A debit 3O A4 2 A0 ?

Right, yes. Now... if I show you my bank statements, Li...
o, PREERAERE IRAOHRATIT 2 U, RS (5E (T

So right now you can see that | have £12.88 in my bank account. So my
bank account is in credit.

FATT AT B B KT 240 in credit.

And you can see in this column all my credits. A credit means a sum of
money going into my account.

Wt E U a credit RGN, Ak, R E—DNHPINIKE H 5 credits {45
PRETRE, SkREM ARG, B NBGE...

And in this column you can see my debits — so that’s the money that is
leaving my account...

Debits i WK/ HERER I, WA A3 AGE credit, IRAEUCRE H, a2
LR KT, %, William EEH/ London Ice Cream Parlours, £17.20...
London Ice Cream Parlours again, £32.50... #i{{¢X debits @Z%BE%EW‘%Z
VKSR IR 1

Well what can | say? Some people like to spend money on designer
handbags; I like ice cream.

PRIFUKIMRIZAFIX AN, AN T LM HE/EFE T, ik Ll e e KEEA in
credit, g R
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William: Now the phrase ‘to give somebody credit for doing something’ also has
another, different meaning.

Insert

Well thank you very much for that long applause. It's given me a bit of time to think to
something to say. Because | really wasn’t expecting this, this is just such a shock. And |
suppose the first person or the first group of people | have to thank are the public who
voted for me because I'm just overwhelmed. This is incredible. Obviously my team
behind me, | wouldn’t be standing here without them. The support we have as a team,
it’s incredible...

Li: WX AN AR AL I Bz 2 - 3RAS = I ) 9 [H F AT 4= ik T o BT - SRR 2 Rk
T BBC Mk 2008 -4+ iz 5) 1% Sports Personality of the Year 2008. 7&
XBGEEHHRAIUFE] Chris Hoy giving credit to BT A #5 B i N, B 45 %
MIAThT giving credit to.

Insert

But this has really been the culmination of twelve years of hard work for me. And there’s
been numerous people who’ve helped. First of all my family; they've been behind me the
whole way; the support they’'ve shown me has allowed me to have the belief that this
was possible. And my girlfriend Sara, who’s been there and put up with me, all the
different grumpy moods I've been through in the last four years just preparing for this
Olympic games, it’s quite incredible. So | don’t know what more to say...

Li: IILETSE 4T to give credit to somebody I to give somebody credit & E#l 2
NI oTEkF )57 . So William, 1 would like to give credit to you for
helping us explain this phrase today.

William: Thanks Li. And we can say ‘give credit to someone’ or we can say, ‘give the
credit to someone’ — they’re both ok. But we don’t have to say ‘I would like
to give credit to you for this’ because that sounds a bit formal. So normally
we would just say, ‘Thanks for doing this’ or ‘Thanks for doing that’.

Li: You know what, William? Sometimes | feel | never get the credit for
anything round here... M\KRGAZLM[F7... | never get the credit for
anything.

William: Oh Li. I appreciate you. Now where’s that £27?! Now, | think there is

another use of the word credit that we should highlight. Can you guess
what it is, Li?

Li: No.

William: At the end of a film? Or a television programme?

Li: Ah yes, the credits! HUZEUEALT ks B A, G445 IXAESEE T a2
the credits.
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William: You know what | think we should do Li? I think that just for once we should
have our own Hollywood-style credit sequence, right here on Q and A of
the Week.

Li: Can we? Can we really? That’s like a dream coming true! Yes. But first let’s
give credit to Frank for his excellent question.

William: Yes, and remind listeners that if they have a question they can email us at
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Li: And finally, goodbye.
Both: Goodbye.

Announcer: Question and Answer of the Week: Credit and Debit was presented by Yang
Li and William Kremer. It was written by William Kremer, based on a
format originally developed by Jo Hunter. This week our featured question
was from Frank in China.

Yang Li’s hairdresser was Luigi Bazzini. Make-up was from Kirsty Allington
and the clothes designer was Henry Berringham. The jewellery worn in this
programme was courtesy of London Glitter Ltd.

Stunts were performed by Jessica Allsop. Chaz Martin was our animal
handler.

The programme was produced by William Kremer in Bush House, London.
The editor was Alison Konieczny.

Question and Answer of the Week was a BBC production for
bbcukchina.com.
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