BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Neither Nor PHEHA

Yang Li:  Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week from BBC Learning
English. KZx 47k EM#i. For today’s programme | have picked up this
question from Huang Ding.

Insert

Could you please explain the differences between "neither" and "nor" and how to use
them? Thank you.

Yang Li:  First of all I'd like to point out that in British English the word N.E.1.T.H.E.R.
can be pronounced both neither (with an ai sound ) or neither (with an i:
sound). In American English the usual pronunciation is neither.

Now let’s look at the first language point about neither...nor. This structure is
used to join two negative ideas. #i— i1 neither... nor {E55i&EH, EEZEA. B
Ao WA

Insert

He is neither tall nor short. He’s medium height.

Yang Li:  fbEEA R, AR, T4 )Lk,

Insert

He is neither tall nor short. He is medium height.

Insert

It’s neither hot nor cold. It’'s warm.

Yang Li: KRR, AEAH.

Insert

It’'s neither hot nor cold. It's warm.

Yang Li:  Now, the second point. We use neither before a singular noun to mean not
one or the other of the two. F—/ME5 Al.  Neither ME1E, RRPE A5G
a1 A
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Insert

Neither candidate is suitable for the job.
Yang Li:  PIAMgEE N ERANE A 3K I 1A%
Insert

Neither candidate is suitable for the job.

Yang Li: 534 neither of Jn&d 44 inl slifCinl o KU VL ZEKARTE S ] B, H 5t mT b
2%

Insert

Neither of my sisters is married.
Neither of my sisters are married.

Yang Li:  FHZEESE =4, neither AfLUHT FAIA)R, #HEE,
Insert
I have never been to New York, neither has my sister.

Yang Li:  BMREA LLAL, RkktBE 2L, 1 have never been to New York, neither
has my sister. &5 EA)405 T been to New York.

Insert

I have never been to New York, neither has my sister.

Yang Li:  iEWT S —4U6HE, FEREVT neither . A gig sl iIE4,
Insert

Diarmuid: There is a gig in the pub tonight, are you all going?

Helen. No, I’'m not.

Finn: Neither am 1.

Diarmuid: How about you Will?

William:  I'm afraid | can’t as | have my Spanish class today.

Yang Li:  SILERIT 2 MR E R RTER A EH (RMIRE) N IHBG A SAR R neither A
nor HIEZEX IR,

The fourth and final point. When do you have to use neither and when do you
have to use nor? FHZRZEIFIHEI S, famHEUIH neither? {14 W g 2420 H
nor? EEHIH.

Insert

If you don't do it, neither should I.
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Yang Li:  XAUERREE, WRIRAT, AT, If you don't doit, X MA), e,
2F 4], BEATHZ neither should 1. ANEEH nor. TBAH —FH&EBL T IELAH &
), RIS E LI, e, FREDA SRR A Bk, WA SHIK. IXIN A REH]
nor TMiAfEH neither.

Insert

I can't sing, nor dance, nor skate, but I’'m a good swimmer.

Yang Li: XA HEA =AE, BEASIERIK.

Insert

I can’t sing.

Yang Li:  ASBEE.

Insert

Nor dance.

Yang Li: ALK,

Insert

Nor skate, but I'm a good swimmer.

Yang Li: W52 YidE I e 2L E 2] nor, T ABER] neither,
Well so far I've explained the difference between neither and nor and we have
looked at the main usage of neither nor in different contexts. For more
examples you could consult any good dictionaries or grammar books.

Do feel free to drop us an email at chinaelt@bbc.co.uk if you have any
questions or comments. ZFFRZ T, FIRATH FRA !
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