BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week fREIRE

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.

KT EHKEE:
TEE R HE H I TR fF o A SRR W] REBCAT DL il G 48 I R o x4 A 0 2

Yi Ren in English & A K ERZE

vang Li: KK, SR RRRAWH, BAEHH, A RIOEE T ROFES Finn ek
H— LI, Hi Finn,

Finn: Hello Li. Yes, we have a very interesting question about the translation of
one Chinese word. Z A.

Question:

Which is the exact word to describe the Chinese word yi ren (Z A) which refers to a
person who can sing, play in TV drama programme and movies, and host TV
programmes? Thanks

Finn: It seems that the Chinese word & A can refer to many different jobs. But

this may not be the case with English.

Yang Li: B, DOETPRE NPT LR Z AR, Hodn, Zedi. xkih. ISR ihZ2wn. T2
NEE BRI TAN Ad B AR T .
Finn: That's right. There isn’'t a single English word to convey all the meanings of

yi ren. As China team editor, Alison, explains:

Insert:

I don’t really think we have one word to cover everything. Sometimes we used to say an
entertainer, but that would be somebody who’s on stage who can sing but who can also
dance and maybe tell jokes that kind of thing. So | think we have separate more specific
word for each thing.

Finn: Alison said that there is no word to cover everything.
Yang Li: B MR YE K E . ANFE AT 248 AR R ) .
Finn: Yes, there is a specific word for each thing. So for somebody who’s on

stage who can sing, dance and tell jokes, we would call them an
entertainer.
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Yang Li: Entertainer jZ#i4H. ki, RFREE, I ZEAX—HKKZA.
Finn: There is another type of entertainer, the street artist.

Yang Li: #3kE N street artist. | spoke to two street artists in Covent Garden. Listen
and see how they describe their jobs.

Insert:

My name is great man Davie. I’'m here in Covent Garden to provide entertainment and
love and joy for everybody who is here.

Would you call yourself an entertainer?

I would so, yes.

Insert:

My name is Marcel I am a Covent Garden street performer. | do acrobatics, gymnastics,

entertain the audience.

Finn: The first man says that he’s job is to provide entertainment and love and
joy for the audience.

Yang Li: The second man described himself as a street performer #j3k&iH#& .

Finn: He does acrobatics and gymnastics to entertain the audience.

Yang Li: fh i 45 acrobatics, {Af# gymnastics iEXATTL to entertain the
audience.

Yang Li: XK AR ST R B8, BATIEAST EANXANAREI . Is the English word

entertainer the closest in meaning to the Chinese word ZA?

Finn: Let’s hear from another language expert, Diarmuid, about the definition of
the word entertainer.

Insert:

An entertainer for me would probably be someone who either appears on the stage or
screen, so a singer or a dancer or perhaps a comedian, or television presenter, someone
who is like that someone who addresses the audience directly with the intention of
making them smile or feel good or causing them to applaud in someway or other.

Yang Li: 7t Diarmuid &K entertainer XAl o VG FISHE) 72 10
Finn: Yes. It refers to anyone who addresses the audience directly with the

intention of making them feel good and applaude.
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Yang Li: HEFDARAS AL R F IO A E A EOHE entertainer. X 0] LUVELFESE & SR 45

LRI

Finn: Someone who appears on the stage or screen.

Yang Li: WAL TARE S, SR BT 01 o 2 R 01 .

Finn: A singer, a dancer or a comedian.

Yang Li: I, BENXH, RAEKFNZN entertainer XAMAHE T — ML, ST
SNIHATE L, AEAZTE R ER .t 7 ST H R AR, J&is
RIS,

Finn: Such as a television presenter or talk show host. Let’s listen to Alison again:

Insert:

TV presenter’s quite a wide definition so that’s anybody that presents any kind of TV
programmes. A talk show host is very specific. It's a presenter who only presents talk
shows. A talk show is a programme where usually a celebrity is interviewed by a TV
presenter and they tend to be quite informal, jokey type of programmes.

Yang Li: Television presenter ;AT H :RE N, ZIrAHRMTH. At talk show
host it 1757 53 0B HAd, Sl 2 nf 4 NIRRT, REERVE LA

Finn: A talk show is a programme where someone, usually a celebrity, is
interviewed by a TV presenter and it's usually quite informal and jokey.

Yang Li: Very good. Now let’'s go back to the original question: is there an exact
English word for ZA? The answer is...

Finn: No. There is no exact equivalent. But the closest to Yi Ren is entertainer.
But there are more specific word to refer to different jobs in the world of
entertainment and media.

Yang Li: ekt e AERHIE 2 NIX AR I 2 SRS B AT 2 R o0 N 9B A4 FR . AR
RARE I AN L R, EIRATR KR 4. UKL .

Finn: If you have any questions, please email them to us at
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Yang Li: B RFWr, ®AMH, TRTHES.

Finn: Bye bye.
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