BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Celebration, Ceremony and Anniversary FE#, (R MBEELS

Yang Li: KK, BREMF . A RIIBIGHIF 2 William Kremer. Hi William.
William: Hi Li, I love doing this programme, it’s informative and fun and we’ve been

getting some really good questions.

Yang Li: B, IRZWr AR R & H BRI e 2 WA W PE A 25 34T H A7
AR AR o PO el A () 27 A i 1) 1) i mip3 ke 1 AT

William: So let’s hear what her question is.

Insert

I have a question about some confusing words. They are celebration, ceremony and
anniversary. Can you tell me what are the different situations to use each of them
appropriately? Thank you.

William: Celebration, ceremony and anniversary. So they’re all nouns in English, but
Li, are they confusing words in Chinese?

Yang Li: Not really. Celebration ZJ#i, ceremony #{%, anniversary J& &4 &,
X =AM TR I 44 1]

William: They’re all related to some kind of event, big or small.

Yang Li: X =ANAHEMEFESIAI . Can you, William, think of a situation where you
can use all three words?

William: Yes. You can have a ceremony to celebrate something like an anniversary.
So let’s listen to the following clip from Colin who works for the BBC’s
international charity.

Insert

I work for the BBC'’s international charity and last week we had a celebration for the
tenth anniversary of the charity. We were registered with the British government exactly
ten years ago last week. So we had a little ceremony, when the Director General of the
BBC, Mark Thompson, came into our office and he cut a cake and then gave actually a
very good speech. It was a very important event and very good to bring us all together
to celebrate it together.
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Yang iz Colin B, Al BBC [HBRAEIEHLII T fF, IEAHLMIAS 4 46 T . BTLLA1247
T LSRR .

William: That’s a good example of how we can use all three words together
naturally. In the first sentence that Colin said he used the words
celebration and anniversary.

Insert

Last week we had a celebration for the tenth anniversary of the charity. We were

registered with the British government exactly ten years ago last week.

Yang Li: A celebration for the tenth anniversary of the charity Pfitix—2z& U6 7+
J4. Registered miAErEM .

William: Then he described the event — “a little ceremony”.

Insert

So we had a little ceremony, when the Director General of the BBC, Mark Thompson,
came into our office and he cut a cake and then gave actually a very good speech.

Yang Li: They had a little ceremony 2847 T —A~/ MBI, 44 BBC B3k V) Eitif
RET Y.

William: Finally he used the word to celebrate which is the verb for celebration.

Insert

It was a very important event and very good to bring us all together to celebrate it
together.

William: You are listening to BBC Learning English with me William Kremer and
Yang Li.
Yang Li: AR R BWT R ) 32, A RIBATERE =AW L, RO DG EEL &,

William would you say that of the three words, celebration is the most
commonly used?

William: Well maybe, yeah. We can use that word to refer to a lot of celebratory
events such as birthdays, maybe a festival like Christmas or Chinese New
Year. But a ceremony is generally a more formal occasion. We normally
reserve that sort of word for a special occasion where there might be a
particular order in which you have to do things.

Yang Li: Ceremony 2. KAWL TH T LRk I35 3l a special occasion 1 HAXE
HS A EL [ %2 I FE ) a particular order in which you have to do things.
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William:

Yang Li:

William:

Yang Li:

William:

Insert

Occasions like wedding ceremonies, christenings and graduation
ceremonies to name just a few. Sometimes, a ceremony must be
performed by a person with a certain authority.

Wedding 4L graduation ceremony MV #ALIEA christening & A BEALAD
J& T AR E A ceremonies. G 2 AR CHIAUR A 1>k FHF ) a person
with a certain authority.

The word anniversary refers to a day that commemorates or celebrates an
event that occurred on the same day in the past.

JEal @ H 2 anniversary. BERT DO = 5 n] DU AL 2511 i 20 & sl i ir to
commemorate.

Yes, for both sad and happy things in the past. In the following clip a
colleague of ours, Catherine, tells us about her grandparents’ 60" wedding
anniversary.

I went to one which was actually a long time ago but it was my grandparents’
60th wedding anniversary and they were obviously very old at the time, they
were both in their 80s. We had a small anniversary party. We celebrated their
anniversary with a cake. We seem to celebrate most things with cake in

the UK. And we gave them a present, we had photographs, some guests came,
and we celebrated their anniversary like that.

William:

Yang Li:

William:

Yang Li:

William:

She said that they celebrated her grandparents’ wedding anniversary with
cake. Again we hear the words anniversary and celebration together.

JEI, TERGIA — AL TR S IR 220 2 B AU AN . /2 Ut anniversary Al
celebration %% %M. 143 ceremony W& R IBEE LR T, A [ 5 e TR
8o UEENXHL, FRA N ) el R 2, ARGEAS A ORI 2

I do hope that we have answered your question today. Remember if you're
listening and you have a question, you can reach us at
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Thanks for listening and see you next time.

Bye.
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