BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Yang Li: KFEF R H], WAk 2. 've invited my colleague William to help
with today’s question about a difficult word.

William: Hello I'm William. It's good to be with you Li. Let's see what the question is,
shall we?

Yang Li: Well, David from China sent us this email:

Insert

Would you please explain and give some examples for using the word 'portfolio’?

William: The word portfolio is spelt p-o-r-t-f-o-Il-i-o portfolio. It's one of those words
that have several meanings. So shall we explain them one by one?

Yang Li: Good idea, let’'s start with the easiest.

William: So as a noun it refers to a portable case for holding material, such as loose
papers, photographs, or drawings.

Yang Li: e, BE—ANEEE, Ak,

William: For example:

Insert

A: May | help you?

B: Yes. | am looking for a portfolio for my boyfriend.

A: OK. Are you thinking of a good presentation portfolio or a more practical one?
B: Just a practical one for holding papers and documents.

William: This word derives from the Italian word portafogli. Portare means carry and
foglio means leaf.

Yang Li: Mmm, very knowledgeable. [f3k, XAl dm KARERT A RK), =EREN
B, B SCAFERAR T . BT RAIX 2 SCAF S portfolio IR 7.
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William: The second meaning of portfolio is a collection of creative work to be
shown to potential customers or employers.

Yang Li: A RUISRACREIE S, TLURRE, Lot A5,

William: So you often hear of a phrase such as a photographer’s portfolio or an
architect’s fortfolio.

Yang Li: In that sense | think every actor has a portfolio of photographs, don’t they?
William: Yes, they do. Let’s hear another example:
Insert

A: I’'m getting my portfolio of work ready for tomorrow’s job interview. | feel a bit
nervous.

B:No, you shouldn’t. Look, you’ve such an impressive portfolio. I'm sure you will get the
job.

A:Thanks. |1 hope so.

William: Now the word portfolio has another meaning - the position and duties of a
government minister.

Yang Li: Portfolio {28 = AN B K IIRAL .
William: For example, the Prime Minister offered her the foreign affairs portfolio.
Yang Li: A I B AT A4S K the foreign affairs portfolio. But | have a question

here for you, William. Can you use this word portfolio to refer to the
position of a manager or other leaders as well?

William: Usually not I'm afraid. It’s usually just the government. Well another
phrase you often hear is Minister without portfolio.

Yang Li: —NEAE B EIH R, R AEEHC . Minister without portfolio.
William: Finally in economics and finance the word portfolio means the complete

investments held by an individual investor or by a financial organization.

Yang Li: B Jr A — MR, B R RN A e AR A S B R 1
Wt 1) o

Insert

A:How is your pension?

B: Well my pension is quite secure because the fund has a mixed portfolio, so it

should be low risk.

Yang Li: M) B portfolio /2 A7 % . Mixed portfolio il 2R AW, 2546 MW T %,
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Nowadays a lot of people go for portfolio employment. This refers to the
practice of working for several employers simultaneously rather than
working full-time for a single employer.

A 4T % % Lt portfolio employment.

So we’ve looked at quite a few usages there. But of all the different
meanings we’ve explained the basic idea of the word is a portable case.
And the other meanings are just metaphors.

Metaphor & B2 i, Thanks William for a nice round up of today’s
programme. Hope it is helpful to you David and thanks for your question.

And we’ve built up a good portfolio of Question and Answer of the week
programmes on our website, wwwbbcukchina.com.

KGR SR B I 6 BAT T P A o P, R H .

Bye.
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