BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Helen: Hello everyone and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Helen.

Feifei: REW BRI, 4RI CRMFRZD AT H R BRATE S — R AR A
Cathy Ak — ).

Helen: Cathy would like us to explain the difference between highway, freeway and
motorway.

Feifei: Highway, freeway 1 motorway, X=/"Fi#LL way &5, HIZ T2 81X 52
framg?

Helen: One thing we can be sure of is that all three words are related to roads.

However they have slightly different meanings in America and in Britain.

Feifei: OK. WAL =A TG A IS, (E2 eI e G e Ae U8 Bt B AIA
IE

Helen: Now, let's explain them one by one. According to the Oxford Advanced
Learner Dictionary, the word highway is commonly used in America and it
usually means a main road connecting large towns.

Feifei: Highway 7530808 B ML, —BRFEEW /MR TN AW 9E a main road
connecting large towns. {HZ7E5EIRMWWr 2T highway XA,

Helen: That's very true, highway in the UK means a public road and it's usually used
in formal circumstances. It's not a word that you hear in everyday
conversations.

Feifei: Highway 7F 3¢5 ot — M EUERIE, FREZE A JLIER public road. AT — M H
WX PSR, HEAEDBEMRK LESFD,

Helen: For example, the organisation that is responsible for maintaining conditions of
public roads is called the Highways Agency, and there's also a booklet
containing all the official rules about using public roads, that's called the
Highway Code.

Feifei: e E e S ik AR A highway HiE—4N2 the Highways Agency X241

PTTYEAE AICE B I BUR AT 534t f2 the Highway Code X —A /My, H
AL AT 1 B A A RN 2 o
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Now let's focus on the word freeway. It's used almost exclusively in the US.
Freeway b} &3 9eil, X 30E— AT AR A FE e ?

It's a wide road, with at least two lanes in each direction, and traffic can
travel fast for long distances between large towns.

Wridsk freeway & —&IEERANMTT N EIEAR, A highway KX 5Z7E freeway
b ARG 2 4L EMZFEE. Lane BUREE, EEMEE.

Another expression we often hear in the States is expressway; it means the
same thing as freeway.

M freeway [ XIiEH expressway, /2% 4ZEHE N mE A K.

Finally, Cathy mentioned motorway. That's a word we are very familiar with in
the UK.

J2Mf), motorway fEeH a4 H U BIAIE S T . Motorway FISEE L freeway &—
FER, o R I T 1 el A 6

And in the UK, motorways are given names like the M1, M2, M6.
I hear the M25 mentioned a lot on traffic news.

Well, the M25 is an orbital motorway on the outskirts of London. It's also
earned the nicknames '‘M25 Car Park' and 'the Road to Hell'.

Outskirts #Mil. M25 EABFININAL, FATTREA 4 3] 5 554208, JL T RREEE
#, Frolix BW2R 2R AR . B2 AP ERRN M25 (54237 508 & ) Ak
i the Road to Hell.

Before we move on, let's quickly recap the differences between highway,
freeway and motorway.

OK. FRATSERL: — FiX =AM X HIE. Highway 71 382058 HUE IR ANk T 1 A
H, MAESAEE I highway JE o JEE B A E T, R BBLE H SR .

How about freeway?
Freeway s&R:UHWE, SEREEEAE, SN WER 2 445184 52 freeway.
And motorway.

FESEE, Bk md A BT motorway, 38 X RIS R T g A B ALET
TE R R RE NN 70 L,

Great. Thanks for clarifying these three very similar words and their uses.

You are welcome. | have a suggestion. Pifeagil T, &P HIE A4 1ot
W RERS A —FF . A4 RAEX Bk 8 fi— R, What do you think?
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Helen: I think that's an excellent idea. We'll keep it simple for everyone. Here are a
few of the common ones.

Insert
Where do pedestrian's walk?

They walk on a sidewalk.
In Britain pedestrians walk on a pavement.

Feifei: Pedestrian 17 A\ RN 1ZENATIE 7. 72K HZ sidewalk, 7E9¢[E ¢ pavement.
Insert

The quickest and cheapest way to travel around cities like London, New York and
Shanghai is ...

On the subway, that's the easiest way to get around in New York.
On the underground or the tube.

Feifei: DA AR 22 I T HB 2 B T A A LA T H . A2 E FeAi 1% the subway, 174 2 Fedi ]
it the underground =# /& the tube.

Insert
What's another word for taxi in the UK?
Cab. London is famous for its black cabs, they're very spacious and comfortable to
sit in.

Feifei: HALAE taxi fEtE A A AT, H 2 7R DE I 3AT TR AT L cab.

Helen: Sadly we have run of time on this programme. It's been interesting explaining
some of the differences between American and British English.

Feifei: SR WWT, BAT R H PRI

Helen: Bye bye.
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