BBC Learning English - Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Heteronyms R RER XA

Jean: KEL, RBEEME. Wl K FK U341 bbcukchina.com b s BIHIVER) (IR 0132
H. X R H Y, BT R FAREE AR ITE 7 ) el i R e 21 ) — L8 ) il . A
T H Bk E b E R R BV AL g5 AT EE, T have a question on the word
the. In oral English, do different pronunciations of this word have different
meanings?" 32 B A A A IE R JeTE B the IXMATE R S A R IR A A AN R R
o WAL RAEFE WA — R R — A TE T 5K, IBATRATE MR D IRA IR
XA — hello William.

William: Hi Jean.
Jean: So William, I think we say the when the word afterwards begins with a
consonant - —/N4idr, right? Like, I can say "the teacher" But if the word

e gIN, e

William: Yeah that's absolutely right. But to be slightly more precise, it's not the
spelling of the word that matters, but the sound. So for example, the word
one - o-n-e - begins with a vowel, the letter O, but we pronounce it "one",
which is not really a vowel sound. So I would normally say, "The one and
only Jean Dong" - I wouldn’t say "The One and only Jean Dong". And
likewise, the letter h is not a vowel, but I would normally say "the hour" not
"the hour" - because "hour" is a vowel sound.

Jean: OK, HRAXHEIERN R L T, MARHE. 2 William, 1t the il the 7E%
AN R IR e B e A 25 AN [ e 2

William: No.

Jean: No?

William: No.

Jean: OK! T4 F KA RIATHIRXAARZARZ A BT 5, BT USSR T X gy,

SOAEBRA R R SURPEE, B4R il Badr, 3R E RS, ABEEAA K%
BRI S 2 ) AT SR Wy, AR SO FRAT 14 R H BRI ACATT G SRAT T st 2 A ] A s
PRk, FATR MR kil & questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. Bye!

William: Bye!

Jean: What? What's happened?
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William: I've just, I've just thought of something actually Jean. Can you put the music back on?

Jean: What is it?

William: Well, sometimes we say the instead of the because we want to add emphasis. Listen to
this:

Example

I've just found the best website for learning English: bbcukchina.com.
I've just found the best website for learning English: bbcukchina.com!

Jean: Fok, —ROkYE, BATHEZ U the best, ANt for emphasis, 2 34T 7] N EE S 35 1
YER I, FA1453 the best.

William: This is really informal, spoken English. And often what we want to emphasise is that the
object in question is the best thing. So we actually don’'t need to say the word best. We
can just say...

Example

I've just found the website for learning English: bbcukchina.com!

William: And here are some more examples:

Example

Tianjin is the place to go for dumplings.
Jean Dong is the presenter of English language programmes.

Jean: Oh William ¥l R4 FIX 4 i (OVEHT | AN FPT AN Bt B 2 i 1 RN, FRAT 1 9eiE
ORI LA AR AR A I AW, 1% Feifei, 647 Yang Li, Helen, i£45 Finn... Anyway,
the meaning of the and the is almost the same — it's just that sometimes we say the for
emphasis.

William: That's right. But we also occasionally use the in a slightly strange way. Let's listen to
this:

Example

A: Oh you'll never guess who I saw yesterday in London. Victoria Beckham!
B: What, the Victoria Beckham?
A: Yeah. She was just coming out of a posh hotel.

Jean: The Victoria Beckham. Wrtd KAFGAT @ P, 754N N4 1A the.
William: It is strange, you're right. It's used to mean, the famous person who is called that, so:

the Victoria Beckham, David Beckham's wife, not the Victoria Beckham who works in a
shoe shop or the Victoria Beckham that's a hairdresser, but the Victoria Beckham that
everyone knows.
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Jean: So | can say, "Today | saw the William Kremer"?
William: Yeah, but I'm not really that famous, Jean. But it's important to note that used like this,

we always say the, we don't say "the Jean Dong", "the Victoria Beckham" but "the Jean
Dong", "the Victoria Beckham".

Jean: Ok, FHRAXMIEFIL T I the S —BIATHI ) the H1 the #A—FE.

William: Yes. And this leads us onto a related topic. There are some words in English which have
the same spelling, but a different pronunciation and a different meaning.

Jean: Ok, J&if AT il i HF S AHIA], ANEAEA R RO N A AR R S A e
William: We call these words heteronyms. Let's hear some examples.
Examples

A: What mobile phone do you use?
B: Just an old one. What's the use of a fancy new one that costs a fortune?

A: Do you need some time to perfect your speech?
B: No it’s already perfect.

A: My wife and I have decided to separate. But it’s not such a big deal. We've led
separate lives for a long time really.

A: I'm happy with the way the poster looks, but I'm not sure about the writing.
B: You mean, you’re not content with the content?!

A: The wind is strong today!
B: Yeah it is. Maybe I should wind down the shutters.

William: So let’s go through those again. The first three examples of heteronyms have a similar
meaning but the word function is different.

Jean: UL, X UANRTE S8 e S I 2 SCEEAE R IR AR SR, AN e AT T 204 A At
FEAAHIA T .

William: So while use is a verb, use is a noun.

Examples

A: What mobile phone do you use?
B: Just an old one. What's the use of a fancy new one that costs a fortune?

William: While to perfect is a verb, perfect is an adjective.

Examples

A: Do you need some time to perfect your speech?
B: No it’s already perfect.
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Jean: 7E NI A, separate J&—N3hinAl, 1 separate g — MBI T .

Examples

A: My wife and I have decided to separate. But it’s not such a big deal. We've led
separate lives for a long time really.

William: However, the last two examples have completely different meanings.
Jean: Hmmm. Content /&N 7. &R, 1 content HL&WiE . WAEKEET,
Examples

A: I'm happy with the way the poster looks, but I'm not sure about the writing.
B: You mean, you’re not content with the content?!

Jean: TAE R X AN A, wind 2443 << )7 B, T to wind 2t — MR VU R K
FEET.
Examples

A: The wind is strong today!
B: Yeah it is. Maybe I should wind down the shutters.

William: There are lots more heteronyms, but those are five of the most useful.

Jean: Ok?

William: Yeah.

Jean: Finished? Nothing you wish to add?

William: No. I'm all done now.

Jean: G, AIX B KM, B sE T ? BT LU THIZK T ! See you.
William: Er, Ok. Thanks again Junchang Huang for your question. And remember our email

address is... Jean?... Oh well, it's guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. Bye.
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