BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Li: KEF, WORWWr AT R (ORI 5 H o X B b, FRATh KRR Ao
T2 ) AR A I R L BE ). FRAEH, AR RIEA KR H Helen.
Hi Helen.

Helen: Hi Li, hi everyone. We've received a question about the use of two simple

words, kid and guy.

Li: Gao Yuan Xue [F]Z=7E LT HB R N 4410 kid FT guy IR, SEECR B4
FHIZXPRAN 1] A W 2

Helen: Also, can they be used in formal occasions?

Li: A XA AN A AR R & T e ?

Helen: Let's hear from Mark first. He gives us a good idea of what these two words
mean.

Insert

I do use kids quite a lot, and kid quite a lot to talk about young children, but it is a fairly
informal way of saying a small child or children.

Li: Mark BiflaZs% 11 kid 2k# & kid BISECKids HIBANZ. MAAIKR A i
TR,

Helen: What about the word guy or guys?

Insert

As for guy and guys, again it is an informal word. It's an informal way of saying men or
people really. More of an American way | think. | don't use it that much.

Li: X Mark ik, fibHSHAE XA A guy #2595 AR, E%8 guys AL
BB NS 2 A, HhaiEs AL A.

Helen: Do other people agree with him that these two words are informal?
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Insert

I think the first thing to say is that these are predominantly used in spoken language,
both kid and guy are probably heard when someone says them rather than when you see
them written down in newspapers or letters.

Li: FATNIA W 2112 Scott, A Seif-gili. i kid A1 guy IXP>ia] EE AL
R

Helen: They're predominantly used in spoken language.

Li: F 2t predominantly. FATHFEXEN £ H kid Al guy, {HEP1H LA L
T o

Helen: No, we don't often see them written down in newspapers or letters.

Li: TR FRAT I W — R XSG, A D A2 SRR X PN )

Insert

A: What are you and the kids doing this weekend?

B: If the weather's good, then we'll head for the zoo.

C: Have you seen Samuel Davidson around?

D: Erm, do you mean the tall guy from marketing?

C: Yeah, him.

D: No, I haven't seen him this morning. Maybe you should try the reception.

Helen: So the conversations we've just heard are pretty relaxed and informal.

Li: SRR AR 2 HE, S A SN, RN TR AR AR B
@o

Helen: If kid and guy are used in news reports, what would people think? Here is
Mark again.

Insert

Not really, I've never seen either kids or guy in official news programmes or news reports;
really you wouldn't expect to. It doesn't suggest a seriousness, there's an informality
there that I wouldn't associate with news.

Li: Mark PifthFEA_E MREA ER I B UrE] kid s0E & guy XP M.

Helen: In news programmes, we would expect to hear a child or children, or a
man or men.

Li: B it doesn't suggest a seriousness. 1 FEAEHT I HR U RIE AR EE 18, 3
AR IE BBAT BB S T
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Helen:

Li:

Insert

But if you did use these words in a formal situation, most people are
unlikely to be offended by them.

Rl T REERSE R T Kid M guy EEANE, BATAER, Af
MR UITRE T. WASGERRT Kid Fl guy Z5b, A LAY
W ?

Chap is another one. Another one is also used, like fella, mate or something like that.

The first one springs to mind is bloke, which is a more English one, and bloke means man.

I guess words like geezer or folks or bird that kind of thing.

Helen:

Li:

Helen:

Li:

Insert

So these words have similar meanings to guy and they're very informal too:
Chap, fella, mate, bloke, geezer.

A folks, EAEMA, KREMEE. 535k bird RN, KRG —DFRIT,
PR ATJ7 5 -

Now it's almost the end of our programme. | hope we've helped Yuan Xue to
get a better understanding of the use of the words kid and guy.

IRBATTERE T ARE A A3 W] LAAEAE ARG DU N AR ? A BA A A8 ?

No | think it's just something that people really shouldn't think about too much, and it
comes naturally with practise. | think if people start thinking about these things too much
I think it becomes a bit unnatural.

Li:

Helen:

Li:

Helen:

Dima YOI AR fedf i, AEZEK 2 A,

I agree, don't think about it too much and it comes naturally with practise.
If you have a question, please email us on chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

FATH AT H A

Bye bye.

Page 3 of 3

bbcukchina.com



