BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Finn: Hello... and... welcome... to... Question... and... Answer... of... the... Week...

Li: Finn, are you ok?

Finn: Yes... I'm... fine... thanks... Li... how... are... you?

Li: But why are you speaking like that?

Finn: Oh... you... mean... like... this?

Li: Can you stop now, please?

Finn: Ok... I... will stop now. What | was doing was demonstrating the importance of

connected speech.

Li: Connected speech. &R Fok&EEE,
Finn: Yes, when people speak English they don't always pronounce every word

separately, they often run them together.

Li: Finn e H S, TR AL H SEWARRERRR S, ARG g —A 1
Tl o IXFE RO E AE R I R 2R UL, Wik Sk @ A . WK Jojo [ FkATTEE
HA T i) U A2 b X connected speech 52 1] S 1] 2 B] R SEk 2 R 3, A5 B AR A B3R
I B

Finn: Yes, connected speech, or linked pronunciation as it's sometimes known, can
be a tricky subject. To help us understand it we're going to listen to some
examples. Before we do that | want to remind everyone about two words in
English. Firstly, consonant.

Li: %% consonant.
Finn: And vowel.
Li: JuE vowel. IEWr FIIPIANME 7, R RESRIA R R S BR A A —Ff.
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Insert

An egg

An egg

Finn: And again.

Insert

An egg

An egg

Finn: Li, what sounded different there?

Li: FARAFAEEE A B, MR R RS R TTH, ARRE 2 an egg. ARAES AT
B, an XANHIERM n FEE AR I SLERK T . An-n-egg.

Finn: An-n-egg. That's right. An-n-egg. This is one kind of connected speech. You
have two words, 'an' and ‘egg’. 'An’ ends in a consonant and 'egg’ begins with
a vowel.

Li: The consonant sound is 'n'?

Finn: That's right. As you said there is a smooth link between the words. An-n-negg,
an-n-negg. Listen to these examples.

Li: I hope you like eggs!

Insert

An egg

A fried egg

A big egg

A small egg

Li: WA FRATTWT B FR 2 B2 5 —FOE K A& 2005 (13% 4+ consonant to vowel linking.

Finn: Ok, enough of the eggs?

Li: Yes.

Finn: Enough of eggs, let's move on. Later we'll examine consonant to consonant
linking, but first let's listen to some vowel to vowel linking.

Li: JUHE IO MIET R E B . AEIRATIWT W N i T
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Insert

Two oranges

Two oranges

Finn: Listen again, try to hear the 'w' sound in the second example.
Insert

Two oranges

Two oranges

Li: REWTHK TH? 41 oo F1 o MIKEZIA, SEAZ—4 w [k &. Two-w-oranges.
Finn: Two-w-oranges.

Insert

Two oranges

Two oranges

Finn: So, sometimes we add a 'w' sound. Now there's another kind as well. If the
first vowel is an 'ee' sound listen to what happens.

Insert

Three oranges

Three oranges

Three oranges

Li: WrE T2 7 ee o MK, TAISIM—MERM y. Three-y-oranges.
Finn: Three-y-oranges.

Insert

Three oranges

Finn: Do you like oranges, Li?

Li: I love them!

Finn: Great, well | have two-w-oranges, one for you and one for me.

Li: Thank you. #ff1. FAINIAYHE T — L8708 MoT & 384,  DUELL RN RE B4l & A4l
A E R
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Finn: Consonant to consonant linking. Now everyone, think about this: what was
the best meal you ever had?

Insert
The best meal
The best meal

Li: AEFRATHRWT o 55— M7 (K3 L FATT P I BEAE I . 7 EAE 7] best i t
K A LA 222

Insert

The best meal

The best meal

Finn: Did you hear what happened to the 't sound?
Li: It disappears! AT,

Insert

The best meal

Li: W, NSRS PR t B d, 1 R R A R Tk, AR T
M4 t i d REFAWT . It disappears.

Insert

The best meal

Finn: Yes, these t and d sounds at the end of a word sometimes disappear. And
sometimes they even change completely. One place this often happens is in
phrases like 'would you' or 'did you'. Listen to the change.

Insert

Would you

Would you

Would you like a drink?

Did you

Did you

Did you go there yesterday?
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Li:
Insert
Would you
Finn:

Li:

Finn:

Li:

Finn:

Li:
Finn:
Li:
Finn:
Li:
Finn:

Li:

Finn:

Li:

Finn:

REWFRI T2 %R d My FIKERT j. Would you?

Would you? Would you like a drink?

b7, TAISRIEREHEIZIL...

No, sorry Li, would you like a drink?

Oh, ha ha. You're asking me! Of course, Finn.
Ok, how about after the programme?

I hope we've helped Jojo understand connected speech a bit more.
A TA RIn R F A28 1 5l Foe o Z 1) R 51k
An egg.

JUH T Z AN BT ¥

Two oranges, three eggs.

AT R R PR DR &

The best meal, would you like a drink?

Yes, Finn, you don't need to ask me twice — I've already said yes! %% 1 & i
FRATT R Pk 2 ) B 22 B E S, AT M AESE www. bbeukchina.com.

And you can also try another BBC website www.bbclearningenglish.com which
has a special pronunciation section.

So... until... next... time... goodbye... and... see... you... soon...

Li!
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