BBC Learning English - Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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The Word Down .7 Down [ Z & X

Li: KFKUF, WA #4114 K bbcukchina.com (1) (IRIFIRZ) 5 H . FAZHEM, A
AR FFREX AT H 2B 173 William Kremer. Hi William, how are you?

William: I'm very well, thank you. How are you?

Li: I'm very well too. Feeling ready for some tricky grammar and vocabulary

questions, William?

William: I'm ready and waiting Li.

Li: If o FRATE REERAF N IEOR A T AR —REn s W AC. Ak FRATTSE R — WAy
FATHL XA 7] o

Insert

Zhou: Hello, I am Zhou. I am 19 years old, living in Guangdong. Today I referred

to a dictionary to figure out the meaning of the word 'down’. But I was
totally confused as there seemed to be many meanings and usages of this
word. So could you please explain the word 'down'? Thank you.

Li: A AR T gt . down XAMAELEAF HAEH] R A A A F K& . Can
we help, do you think William?

William: I think we can Li, especially as I have something to help us out today...

Li: Oh... 7324t BBC HIRFRR S M RCR S Hiok T ?

William: It's the BBC FX cupboard!

Li: BECHIRFE o SR B G ST S 2R M RO T 175 S TBCE SR

William: Let me just open this door...

Li: Wow X4 Z 1A k&M s ~ iR 7! What's down there, William?

William: What's down there? Here, the word down means below.

Li: Down XAl fe 5 LA &5 SO “< Rl 1) R &, What's down there?
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But down can also mean along. So for example, the station is down the
road.

The station is down the road, JAE U0 70 S 10 IR, 1072 U040 15 %
EwifEs]. The station is down the road.

Come on, let's stop talking Li and just go down.
Oh William... I'm not sure...

Come on Li! Come on! Come on, think of Zhou! Think of Zhou and her
question!

Oh great! J/ETHX LT ! Unghl Ungh! [BAWBTATF T B4R BAIBOAEX
JLT, RS EEASAMR AT A Puk R Xt

Oh calm down Li. You're not going to die.

William i3 calm down “F#f k. Quite frankly, I don't want to calm down.
I want to go to my hairdresser and have my head massaged!

You'll be OK. Trust me. We'll just keep going down and see what's at the
bottom.

B ARFABRICESE T
BRI AR R P11, William?

I think we must be deep underground. We've been going down for a long
time.

LR EZPEAD T

Now we can say "to go down", but there are also a lot of other verbs which
we can use with the word down.

Down FIH B ANF W Bhin #HlfE— R 4% A M BN RE . I William #Rg5 347128 )L
AN ?

Well, we can say to come down, to fall down, to get down, to take down, to
pull down, to climb down, to throw down and to shout down. And there are
lots more examples too.

Oh.... WAHMEMIAHFHAE N EZE T o FA KRG HEARA R AIE G XA IR
& ! I'm worried I might fall down...

[sneeze]
Are you ok Li?

I... I... [sneeze]. I think I'm going down with something. Even coughing!
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Oh no!

To go down with something i/ uifs 1 /& 5 s & HE ). I think I am going
down with something William, and do you know what? I think it's down to
you!

To me? Why's it down to me?

FEEE PETE B, WU A 4 3 down to somebody & X - F i kA4 i
R AixA N . It's down to you William that I am sneezing because you made
me come in this cold and dark and wet place and... [sheeze]

I'm sorry, Li. I can see that you're feeling down.

Yes, I am! I'm feeling down. To feel down /&< 545 7% 7. I'm feeling
down.

Wow William! What's happening? 88—t i IX AKD VISR 2
EE TR R W B AEE S

We call this down. As a noun, down is soft feathers or hair. So for example
pillows are filled with down.

XF, FLH AR A EORHPRI Gk -
Hi guys.

Finn! What are you doing here?
Isn't this amazing?!

Yeah. It's all right. But I've been here a while now. I was thinking I might
go down the pub.

To go down the pub. ZElIE. XA & —MRIEEFUZE - to go down the pub,
to go down the shops.

Do you guys want to go down the pub with me?

Yeah. I'm down with that.

Sorry? "Down... with that"...?
I said "Yeah. I'm down with that."
To be down with something /& FIEH SR F . AL Xk & o a2 N L

I P — AT BT B, AT KIE S William.e Wt William iX A48, 1k AAEEAT 5
S Bz, e Finn?
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Bektio Wr William 2emf St iR A RE SIS —FE. &, M —E L.

Finn, do you think you could do me a favour? It's a bit embarrassing but...
do you think you could buy the drinks? I'm down to my last £5.

Down to his last £5 — #it & vifth & L~ LOess e 7. William is down to his
last £5.

OK then. There you go, Will.

Thanks Finn.

Now, seeing as I've bought you a drink I want you to do a favour for me.
Right...

I want you to down that pint.

Ah... boys will be boys! Finn B4 2% to down #t&<<— T &L to
down a pint.

Oh Finn.... I'm not sure... You know, I'm getting a bit old for that kind of
thing.

Come on, come on! Down it! It's only orange juice!
I don't know...
Down it! Down it! Down itl!...

Hey guys guys guys.... I've got a great idea. Instead of me downing my
drink why don't we listen again to all the examples of the word down from
this programme?

What's down there, William?

...the station is down the road.

Oh calm down Li.

We've been going down for a long time.
I think I'm going down with something.
Why's it down to me?

I'm feeling down.

Down is soft feathers or hair.

I was thinking I might go down the pub.
Yeah. I'm down with that.

I'm down to my last £5.

Down it! It's only orange juice!
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William: Well Zhuo I do hope that we have helped answer your tricky question
today.

Li: Yes and remember that if you have a grammar or vocabulary question
please email us at...

Finn: ... guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.
All: Cheers!

B|B[C]
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