BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be

reflected here.
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Yang Li: REKUE, AW A (Rl ) T H, ZmAn, M4 RIL R F R 175 H i
/& Diarmuid. Hi Derm.

Diarmuid: Hi Li. 1 guess you’ve got another vocabulary question today?

Yang Li: Well yes and no. It's to do with both language and culture. Here is the

question from Anna.

Insert

Off license i EBIG? G— KIS, — L AS I : Does anyone would
like some off licence? TN alii e . Can you explain the meaning of off-
licence?

Yang Li: The question is half in Chinese and half in English. The first part of her
question is whether it means alcohol, secondly she would like to have some
explanation for the phrase off licence. Derm, what’'s your answer?

Insert

Off licence doesn’t mean alcohol. An off-licence is a shop that sells
alcohol. The meaning of the phrase off-licence is that you buy the alcohol there
but you don’t drink it there. You buy the alcohol and you take it away.

Yang Li: KEHATH? Off-licence &SR IIER, F8 8L FH BRI 7K AR AN o i 2 5t 4t 5 |
ISR o 3 KRS HE . Derm, what's the correct spelling
of the phrase?

Derm: Spellling is very simple, two words off o-f-f, licence, I-i-c-e-n-c-e.
Yang Li: What is the opposite of off licence?
Diarmuid: | suppose the opposite of an off licence is a pub- public house so that's a

place you can buy alcohol and drink it there.

Yang Li: Any other places where people can also go for a drink?
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Diarmuid: Obviously you can have a drink in a restaurant or if you go to the theatre
there is usually a bar there and in fact even a lot of cinemas now will sell
alcohol so you can have a drink while you're enjoying the film.

Yang Li: Licence XN S, Ak b off AL iE RS T . A EARBERIE?
off Wi B FRIEM R, A TE Uit 2 A S2 M S i o VAN A0S0 1 el L AN 25
FHNE, restaurants, pubs and bars are all licensed premises £ U HUR 1)

b
Diarmuid: A licensed premises means it’s a place you can buy alcohol and drink it
there.
Yang Li: So where would you normally go if you want to have a drink?
Diarmuid: Normally 1 will just go to my local pub. In fact that's a phrase we use in

English the nearest pub to your house where you go for a drink is your
local so | would just go to my local.

Yang Li: In English people tend to call their local pub their local. Diarmuid likes to
go to his local. However our editor Alison has a different preference. She
said that she is not a pub person. Listen and find out Why Alison is not a
pub person.

Insert

One of the reasons I am not a pub person is because mainly the drink they are selling is
lager and beer and | don’t drink it. I am wine drinker and in some pubs you get a good
choice of wines but some pubs the wine choice is very limited. So | tend to like to go to
bars for drinks.

Yang Li: Now we know why Alison is not a pub person. F5EK G pub LLH ML,
larger and beer, #Z W FEREFRAL .. M1 Alison f k& % # ZH A a wine
drinker. ANkt 24 pubs il bars it {4 X jIWe? What other differences
there are between pubs and wine bars? Alison again.

Insert

The disadvantages they do tend to be a little more expensive than pubs and you
probably get a different type of clientele there, so you're likely to get more office workers
and professionals whereas in pubs you get more of a mix of people. and the decos are
very different in bars to pubs. It tends to be a lot more temporary, a lot more modern
inside and quite trendy | think on the whole and you will find people are well-dressed.

Diarmuid: Alison has made some interesting comparisons.

Yang Li: i, A1 pubs L bars tend to be more expensive. i RRY L,

Diarmuid: A different clientele.

Yang Li: A, AL Alison I T —ANEiEE clientele, 2 bars W1 A £ H0E (AR
ANt
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Diarmuid: Office workers and professionals.

Yang Li: X N FEFEF IR
Diarmuid: Well dressed.
Yang Li: 9= RS AR . The decors are very different. Bars 1141 LR HIAL

2. Let’s listen to this part again.
Insert

The disadvantages they do tend to be a little more expensive than pubs and you
probably get a different type of clientele there, so you're likely to get more office workers
and professionals whereas in pubs you get more of a mix of people. and the decos are
very different in bars to pubs. It tends to be a lot more temporary, a lot more modern
inside and quite trendy | think on the whole and you will find people are well-dressed.

Yang Li: So up to this point we have clarified the meaning of off licence and a
licensed premises.

Diarmuid: Oh by the way | nearly forgot to remind our listeners of the different
spellings, as a noun it is spelt with a c, I-i-c-e-n-c-e, but as a verb it is
spelt with an s, I-i-c-e-n-s-e. Two words sound the same.

Yang Li: XA PES A E .. OK Diarmuid that’s very good. | just thought that
maybe it would be helpful to our listeners to learn a few other phrases
involving the word licence. What do you think?

Diarmuid: Good idea. Now Li have you got a driving licence?

Yang Li: Of course | do. A driving licence ##. | have a clean driving licence too.
Diarmuid: When you do business you have to have a business licence.

Yang Li: EHUE a business licence.

Diarmuid: Finally a firearms licence.

Yang Li: FFiePE . 1 think that brings us to the end of this programme. Thanks to

Anna for her questions.

Diarmuid: Well if you like some help from us with your question just send them over
to chinaelt@bbc.co.uk We hope to see more questions.

Yang Li: That's right. Till next time, bye bye.

Diarmuid: Bye.
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