BBC Learning English = Q & A of the Week #RIR&RE

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.

XTF BANEE:
W REBCR AL 15 F I 7R A ORI AT AR BL . S B 15
2

Pronunciation: /r/ and /I/_FABEE

Li: REWFPAMH], NAWRWT R RZESTH, 1'm Yang Li.

William: Herro! My name is Wirriam Klemer.

Li: William, why did you say that?

William: Well, because it's my name, Li.

Li: But why did you say Herro like that? You should say 'Hello' in your nice

English accent.

William: Well do you know what Ri? | think you're absolutely light!

Li: Oh stop it William! FJEIEMIM. “IEMK” XA WEEE 2 right, 1'm right, A&
light. Light XM EZE “Br” .

William: Oh dear, | shouldn't laugh. Getting these sounds, /r/ and /1/, mixed up
could be very serious. It could mean the difference between some lips...

Lips FX
... and some rips — ¥,

William: It's also the difference between rice...

Li: Hmmm... XK.

William: And lice.

Li: Ugh... lice, Tl 7! {HEEAREAERT AR BRI 1 KB 120 J8w) o KAy 5
T o

Insert

Customer: Can | have a bowl of lice please?
Snooty waiter: What kind of establishment do you think this is?!

William: OK, so it's a very important topic and this week we've got a question about
it from our listener Duke in China. Let's listen to Duke now:
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Insert

Hi I'm Duke from Guangzhou, Guandong Province, China. I'm confused about the pronunciation of the

letters Rand L i

Li:
William:
Li:
William:
Li:
Simmy:
Li:
Simmy:
Li:
Simmy:
Li:
William:
Simmy:
William:
Simmy:
William:
Li:
Simmy:
William:
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n some words, for example, 'reader' & 'leader".

Wr b2 Duke RUEHE— MU IERMA S . — M r 53— |, William kg%
HH SRS - [ X AR BEIX RT BE LEAEHERX 7o

Yes, | think it's a problem for people in different parts of Asia. But as they
say, practice...

Practice makes perfect!

Exactly. And to help us practise today I'm very pleased to be joined by a
volunteer - Simmy! Hi Simmy!

Hi Simmy. Welcome.

Hi. Thank you.

fREF Simmy. LHERATY H I ATTREXS Simmy #ASFEAE, KA A 7 45 s
Business Class H)—/MEFHI2EA, 4F, Simmy iy 34K ) 8 B i 45 018 Bk
PR S— Simmy RAEAE | AT r X AN TR R AN ?

X BORVFUFAGRBATH AARMER, - DG BGZ AL IR, B AASRAE DG BLEATT 3 T LA
P E PRI AE

U, ULDGER A ANAE, HRAR DI L A 4F Simmy JRATIE B RA 25
2o William FIFCRSE L8085 fia], BHEIREEANGEX > /r/ N, XS, B
PRI REZ 5, IR RN

OK.

OK, #Eechr 7 ng?

Ok, you ready Simmy?

Yeah.

Ok. First one. Lead.

L.

Good.

i, F—~... rent.

R.

Excellent and next one: right.

Page 2 of 7



Simmy:

Li:
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William:
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William:
Li:

Simmy:
Li:
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Simmy:
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R

A —NEE - law.

It's L.

Excellent. So you got all of them right so you're obviously finding this very
easy. But before we move on from listening practice, it's worth mentioning
the L or /I/ sound that you sometimes get in the middle or at the end of
words. And this is sometimes called the 'dark L' and it's less distinct than
the L at the beginning of words...

L XA FRAS S AL E A O, — MO0 AR A — AR AL E, A A
KW less distinct, Simmy, TREEANRETS VRERATT T X L8 H B A %A | XA
FRE, A7, iU yes. ®f1, RELUL no.

Ok.

Ok?

Ok.

First one. Mall.

I think it's [got an] L in it.

Yeah that's right.

Next one. How about this word: mink?

There is [an] Ror L in it?

Mink.

I don't know...

No, that one doesn't. That's mink, M-1-N-K.

Yeah, that's why...

It sounds a bit like milk or you know...

Yeah thereisno R or L in it.

No there isn't, no. Let's try another one. Sulk.

It's L.

Yes, very good, excellent. Ok you did very well on that.
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Li: OK. Will AT AR, IBALERE LIRS g, BAE 42 Duke AH%0E
Tk AL B AR, tongue, Fk...

William: Yes, that is important. So let's start practising the /I/ sound. Step Onel

Li: BARE?

William: Open your mouth slightly. Step two; put your tongue behind your teeth
near the top of your mouth.

Li: e A T S U BT A AR R TR, SRR A

William: Step three. Make the sound by moving your tongue away from the roof of

your mouth and opening your mouth wider.

Li: SRIG S B TR, RN RS TR, S A
William: /1/...

Li: /...

William: /1/...

Li: /...

William: Ok, Simmy? /I/...

Simmy: /l/...

William: Perfect! Now repeat after me. Lead.
Simmy: Lead.

Li: Lead.

Simmy: Lead.

William: Now if you find this quite difficult another way to do it is to put your tongue

on the right or the left hand side, at the top of your mouth.

Li: IRARGEAF A, AN PR S E SRE— M CRBGE B Li my Li, ##iH)
Li.)

William: OK, now to make the /r/ sound you don't put your tongue near your teeth
but you move it back in your mouth and then you use your lips to make
the sound.

Li: Ty AN RE R o/ FEEPGER A/ JHKH, HhhmH, e MEE e, U

SAtJE L, RIEHEYE .

William: Ok Simmy? Rain.
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Simmy: Rain.

William: You got the vowel sound slightly wrong there. Rain.

Simmy: Rain.

William: Let's try royal.

Simmy: Royal.

William: That's good. You've done very well here! Let's just finish by doing a mix of

/r/ and /1/ words. I'll say a word and you repeat it, OK?

Simmy: OK.

William: That's a very good start — ok, ok, that's good repetition! First word: Wrong.
Simmy: Wrong.

William: Do it again: Wrong.

Simmy: Wrong.

William: Now say long.

Simmy: Long.

William: Good. Long.

Simmy: Long.

William: And now try loyal.

Simmy: loyal.

William: Make it a little bit clearer at the start. Loyal.
Simmy: Loyal.

William: Good. And how about royal?

Simmy: Royal.

William: Try moving your lips a little bit more. Royal.
Simmy: Royal.

William: Good. And misread.
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Simmy:
William:
Simmy:
William:
Simmy:
William:
Simmy:
William:
Simmy:

William:

Li:

Simmy:

Li:

Insert

Misread.

Good, very clear. Now try misled.

Misled.

Excellent! Ok, very last one... let's try belly.
Belly.

And now let's try berry.

Berry.

Try again, moving your lips, berry.

Berry.

Excellent! Well done Simmy!

Simmy {REEX XA ERAEEAFEO T ?

Yeah It's very interesting, the way you teach it...
Fos, R IEE KRS, XN REWAR S, JCHORER i, e SRtk

RIS i SE 25 oy R o e FRAT Tkl — & BBC Learning English ([ <EATT ik AdAT]
PREHiFE S Red Lorry Yellow Lorry Wil ffi 1) A e, ARG URAT EAZGAATIFT >0 ...

[Four native English speakers trying to say 'Red Lorry Yellow Lorry']

Rob:
William:
Li:
William:
Simmy:
William:
Li:
William:

... It's impossible!

Red lorry yellow lorry red lorry yellow lorry....

Ok, I'll try. Red lorry yellow lorry red lorry yellow lorry.
Simmy, you have a go.

Red lorry yellow lorry red lorry yellow lorry....

She's better than us!

Excellent! I'm impressed! Fifij5 4 T # P KEK B4R IEA R S BATL 113 T —4
R, KELLEM N, AW R %], good luck.

Yes and thanks again Simmy for your help today and thanks Duke for your
question - | do hope that this has helped. Remember that if you have a
question that you would like us to answer, you can email us at

questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.
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Li: PR Sr FAT R X H fF 2.

Simmy: Bye bye.
William: Bye bye.
Li: Bye!
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