BBC Learning English - Q & A of the Week #RiR&E

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Shy Z—HKR

Li: RZEAF, MR AR T H, XL TR RETE LR H . Today
I'm joined by a new member of the China Team, Natalie. Hi Natalie.

Natalie: (In shy voice) Hi Li.

Li: What's wrong Natalie? You seem very quiet.

Natalie: Iam ... well T am....

Li: Come on Natalie. What's wrong?

Natalie: Well Li... I am feeling... well... shy...

Li: Don't be shy, Natalie. Everyone listening is very friendly and eager to hear

this week's Question and Answer of the Week.

Natalie: Ok ok Li, I'm feeling more confident now. Well this week's question is from
Tina in Nanjing and she has asked a question about the word shy.

Li: Let's hear from Tina.
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Hi, I recently read this sentence: "...has ceased one year shy of its 120th anniversary".
What does shy mean in this sentence? And is that a special usage of the word shy? Kind
regards, Tina from Nanjing.

Li: Tina H4NiEJLE T shy 76 "has ceased one year shy of its 120th
anniversary" XAJiFEEL. So can we help, Natalie?

Natalie: I think we can help with this question. First let's start by explaining the
most common use of the word shy.

Li: WFRAVEKAERE—F shy XM 1155 5 LI v

Natalie: Shy is usually used as an adjective to describe a person. To be shy is to be

nervous or afraid to speak to other people. Often when someone is
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described as shy they are very quiet and timid and are lacking in
confidence.

Li: R GARFNTE DE A X AN, ook e shy, F200, M. xfie, Natalie?
Just like you at the start of the programme.

Natalie: Yes Li. I'm feeling a lot more confident now. So in Tina's question shy is
used in a different way. Instead of being used to describe a person, the
word shy is used to describe something that is slightly less than something.

Li: What do you mean slightly less than something Natalie?

Natalie: So in the sentence "...has ceased one year shy of its 120th anniversary", it
has ended one year before its 120th anniversary.

Li: ZE—RhE T 120 FEaG H . Bergifivigd 120 FEL S HIET—4.
Natalie: This way of using the word shy is frequently used in English. Let's look at

some more examples.
Insert

The football team scored 50 goals this season, just shy of the club record of 51
goals.

I'm one year shy of getting a pay rise

We're two players shy of a full team.

Natalie: So let us go through these three examples.
Insert

The football team scored 50 goals this season, just shy of the club record of 51
goals.

Natalie: So in the first example the football team was 'just shy of a club record’, so
it nearly reached its goal record.

Li: Just shy of its club record Z— ik 2ME R HICHE T .
Insert

I'm one year shy of getting a pay rise.

Natalie: So this person has one more year before they get a pay rise.

Li: One year shy of getting a pay rise, JXJifi AL A T TR B 0 I It e — 41
T o

Insert
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We're two players shy of a full team.

Natalie:

Li:

Here they are two players short of a full team. The team is lacking two
players.

ZEPANBA O, SXSCIBAIE D AN BA B

FX - CLIP CLOP CLIP CLOP

Li:

Natalie:

FX - NEIGH
Natalie:

Li:

Natalie:

Li:

What is a horse doing in the studio?

Where did that come from!

It does seem scared; it's shying away from us!
Shying away? #JF? f45?

Yes, this is what we use to describe a horse that is afraid and backing away
from something.

Shying away JE#A—UL 5 E45AH .

FX - CLIP CLOP CLIP CLOP

Natalie:

Natalie:

Li:

Natalie:

Li:

Natalie:
Li:
Natalie:

Li:

That was really strange.

I think he's left now. Well Li, we don't usually use this term shying away
unless we are talking about a horse but we often used the phrase shy away
from which is a phrasal verb.

'Shy away from' J&— MBS0 .

To shy away from something is to avoid doing something or being involved
in something.

To shy away from something #i/g/[HlEkfii k2. Like at the start of the
programme I thought you were going to shy away from answering this
week's question Natalie.

I know, I was very quiet.

You know what I would shy away from Natalie?

What Li?

Getting my photo taken! I hate getting my photo taken! I would shy away
from that situation.
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STUDIO DOOR OPENS....WILLIAM ENTERS.

William: Hello.

William: Hi guys.

Li: William, what are you doing here?

William: Well I'm here to take a photo of you and Natalie, to capture Natalie's first

Question and Answer programme on camera.

Li: Oh no, not for me.

William: Why not?

Natalie: I don't know if this is the right time William.
William: Hang on, let me just, just....smile!

STARTS TAKING PHOTOS

William: Smile!

Li: T I, FRER AN XA T

Natalie: Oh no.

William: Take one from above, Li look at the camera.
Li: Oh no!

William: Oh Li, stop being camera shy.

Li: Camera-shy? 141?

William: Smile!

Natalie: Ok Li, let's get one photo then we can get on with things.
Li: Oh ok Natalie.

William: Ok.

(WILLIAM TAKES PHOTO)

William: Perfect. I will have to put that on the website. See you.
Natalie: Bye.
Li: Bye. Bye bye.
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(HEAR DOOR CLOSE)
LI: That was strange.

Natalie: Yes but William did come up with another use of the word shy, by using it
as a compound adjective in the term camera-shy

Li Camera-shy 1% 2 N 4L A T 25
Natalie: So Li, as you don't like getting your photo taken and you avoid it, William

called you camera-shy.

Li: Yes, I don't like getting my photo taken, & EFEIEEAH, BTl William e 2
PR AN

Natalie: So when shy is used in a compound adjective like this, it is describing
something specific that you avoid doing or being involved in.

Li: W Ui e R AE A N A 4

Natalie: Shy can also be used in other compound adjectives such as work-shy and
publicity-shy.

Li: [F36E T4, 9l T E4% /), let's hope no one describes us as work-shy
Natalie.

Natalie: I know Li, I don't think they could say that. So let us hear again the

different ways shy can be used.
Insert
My sister is a very shy person.
She is just shy of her 18th birthday.
I shy away from singing, I'm a terrible singer!

I'm camera-shy, I hate getting my photo taken.

Natalie: Well Tina, I hope that answered your question.
Li: SE ), U SRARAE R ST 2 >) LR ) U B I 2 FAT T SIS, FRATTH A 2

chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Natalie: Yes we love hearing from you and answering any of your
English language questions!

Li: Bye Natalie.

Natalie: Bye Li.
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