BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be

reflected here.
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Insert

Hello and welcome to another Question and Answer of the Week, I'm
Natalie

Hello and welcome to the other Question and Answer of the Week, I'm
Jean.

The other question and answer of the week? Don't you mean to use the
word another?

Another or other, what's the difference? Just as well this is this week's
question. A RIATEMRZ R b B — AW ACHIX 5 T FRATER H 1 A, a2
another, other, &4 the other X =/NiAlZ [AG 4K S . 1I'm confused
already Natalie!

Don't worry Jean. Mixing up another and other is a common mistake by
English learners, as this follows the rules about using articles.

Ok, another 1 other 12517 I H7%. Oh no, not articles!

I know Jean, using articles in English can be very complex but we are going
to give you a few examples today, which will hopefully help.

First let's look at another, which has two meanings.
Another HSzE##4 X. So what are they Natalie?
Well another can mean additional or extra.
Additional i, =i# extra #5HH.

Here are some examples.

1. I'm very thirsty, could | have another lemonade?
2. | need another cup of tea.
3. I would like another piece of cake please.
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AN A3t 1 would like another piece of cake i Uifthit ik —H an
additional ZE k., XAM%, that's a bit greedy of them, isn't it
Natalie?

Yes | think having two pieces of cake is a bit greedy. Although... I would
love a piece of cake right now.

Well Natalie you are in luck!

Ta da! | just baked this cake this morning.
Mmm, chocolate cake.

Would you like a piece?

Mmm... well... no... no we need to get to grips with another and other then
we will have a piece of cake as a treat.

Ok.
Now where were we?

AT A 2 KEAN 4T another AR A additional““[fihn. #ish~~r)E /. So
what is the second meaning of another?

Well another can also mean an alternative.

Another itf— A EME, B2 an alternative 54MA—4, —Hhik—H—4. Well
let's hear some examples.

1. I'm going to ask for another table, this one's too small.
2. This food is terrible. Let's go and find another restaurant.
3. | think we should paint the kitchen another colour.

Jean:

Natalie:

Jean:

STING

Jean:

R UL A A "1 think we should paint the kitchen another colour’
LR UABAT AR 5 I Baks il B 5 —FEith. Natalie, Fo&RINAEFRATRIA BT 14 4]
o, BEHEL another XM I, &5 HIARERIK 2 — N4 A, XA ERY
another i EEF14% il FA— A Ad H e 2

Yes, Jean. Apart from a few exceptions another is generally used with
singular nouns.

Ok, %>k another —MBm MRS 41 4, B RE.

MEAIEL2FT another EINEEATLLZE additional FIN&iAM, miE 2 an
alternative %H4Mt)—. So what about the word other?
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Jean:
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Insert

Well other follows the second meaning of another. So it can also be used to
mean an alternative.

Other Fkth AR R I oh— A7 ik — il

Well here is an example of using the word other.

1. Do you prefer this colour or that colour?
2. | prefer that colour.
3. No I like the other colour.

Jean:

Natalie:

Insert

4 another F1 other #if << 7H4—A~77Z . No wonder | get confused.
Wik another 1 other (W EIX A, FATXEAKNTE 4 RHEZ B —AN 0]
W ?

Well first let's listen again to that example of another.

1. I think we should paint the kitchen another colour.

Natalie:

Insert

Now here is the example of the word other. See if you can hear the
different use of other.

1. Do you prefer this colour or that colour?
2. | prefer that colour.
3. No I like the other colour.

Natalie:

Jean:

Natalie:

Jean:

Natalie:

Jean:

Natalie:

In the first example the speaker didn't know what colour she wanted the
kitchen. She just wanted a different colour. She said 'another colour'.

TEE — M), UGN B COIBANENTE AT BT B il gt 4 B ey, ft 2 AR —Ff
g, X 3 H 2 fanother colour:.

But in the second example there were two colours to choose from and all

the speakers knew what they were. So the speakers could use the definite
article 'the'. They said 'the other colour'.

TR AN A) AT NS B 2 i —A, BT BA UGS B 20 At A2 5 et i)
'the', ATLLtE 'the other colour'.

So we use the word other when we want to use the definite article 'the’.
MBATTEAE e iE the FIEE, FA1—BtSH other.

We also use the word other with plural nouns.
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Jean: MBI LIAE other Ja IR 44 i 1) S HOE K
Natalie: Let's listen to examples of using other with a plural noun.
Insert

1. Have you got any other plans?
2. You should really listen more to other people.

STING

Natalie: So let's go over what we've learnt today.

Jean: HIRA VLT 2 << B> 8 <= Iy A B BOB UK i, FedrT 2 H
another. Other WAl LAHISKRE R0 A" IE . —fBokil,  other JEIHIERAIS
LR RHOE, e R I E I the' IR, AU s mEEER At nT LR R

Natalie: So they are the basic rules for using another and other, but as they are
quite common in English there are some exceptions to these rules.

Jean: XL ERATEAE ] another FI other [ 752 4R I SE AR, AL BiI4h 44
Bt G, RIXFEMBIINTARE, XLl KEKAET MR P4 AR A 153
AEAZ LA o

Natalie: Well Jean | think it's time you brought out that chocolate cake again, |
think we deserve a piece.

Jean: Oh yes, here it is.

Jean: | told you | baked it myself didn't 1? You have to tell me what you think.

Natalie: Ok I'll cut the cake.

Natalie: I've cut two pieces of cake. Would you like this piece or the other piece?

Jean: Oh no... the other piece...?

Natalie: Here you go.

Jean: Mmm. This is delicious, I'm a good cook!

Natalie: No | don't really like it. Sorry Jean. Did you bake another cake?

Jean: What?

Natalie: Only joking, Jean. This is delicious!

Natalie: Well if you have a question about the English language that you would like

an answer to then please email us at questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.
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Jean: Bye!

Natalie: Bye!
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