BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be

reflected here.
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Q & A of the Week: Loo ZEREEEHME

Jo: Hello. You're listening to Question and Answer of the Week from BBC
Learning English. I'm Jo and with me today is Feifei.

Feifei: Hello Jo. &1, XE| 7RI AR EIITE T, A RE R ERA#, WVF R
AR S AZERSE, Ak E ik iH Jo XA @ L4 . So what's this
question Jo?

Jo: Well let’s have a listen.
Insert

My name is Sun Cha. | come from Xinjiang, Urumqi. Can you explain the meaning of the
word loo?

Jo: So Sun Cha wants to known what the word loo means. L.O.O. Loo.

Feifei: CHEAFIRATINAZ S 25 KK 24, ARUENE Jo? B2 SET- KWW 1 R34
i, HRAEAAREUEMA IR A

Insert

Well there’s not much to be said about the ladies’ loo in Shepshed. In fact today it's
actually flooded — but despite the condition of it, people here feel passionate about these
loos and they want to save them.

Jo: So the reporter says there isn’t much to be said about the ladies’ loos in a
place in the UK called Shepshed.

Feifei: AL — MR XA R IIE A 4 1 ladies FI, 48R4 5L,
gents Fist gentleman [FFK. IR A7 10 B ITAE XA 45 2o I AR 75 M I ok
# T flooded, XWridKIHEAE AL

Jo: But despite the condition of it...

Feifei: JUEIX Y loos F X FEMIIG ML, {E Shepshed AT B AMFEEA], fifi] feel
passionate A A ]5E 1 1 AR U IR He i K 1) loos, AEFRRCEA T,

Jo: Yes they want to save the loos. So what can the loos be? Well let’s listen to
the next part of the report to find out what they are or it is.
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Insert

They do need cleaning up I'll admit — but they are a facility — we need toilets in
Shepshed. Shepshed’s a big place now and we’ve got nothing.
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Ah so there we have it — she told us what the word loo means. She said
they need cleaning up a bit. To clean up.

FH; KA LA DXL loos FFEETEFI 1, to admit AN Wi PiiX LR g ]
LB RN facilities, W2 loo E’Jj‘:—}%*/\i%iﬁﬁ, Wit facilities.

They are a facility. So yes, | think we are there — the word loo
means...toilet! So we heard in the first report the ladies loo or toilet was in
quite bad condition but people wanted to keep them as a facility.

Shepshed 12 LT BAEAEAEE IR ) 8, AND RV X 28 Jal B i /K ds 1, (EE X
T ARV EANTIE S DA AT DI Bt B4 ﬁaﬂwwfﬁE*ﬁﬁﬁmu%mmﬁiﬂ loo
ke toilet )5 — P& F.

This is Question and Answer of the Week and we’re answering Sun Cha’s
question about the meaning of the word loo.

211, loo R g2 toilet Jujfr. But is it a bad word to use Jo?

No not at all. Loo is a British English word — so you are unlikely to hear
American English speakers say it. Everyone uses it and while it is | guess
an informal way to say toilet, you can use it with anyone — your friends,
colleagues, boss etc.

IR 2R BELT B 13 L] 5 BATIAE T IX A 3] e 2

Well anytime you are going to the toilet and you might need to tell
someone where you are going — so usually if you are perhaps having a
meeting or with some friends — you might just say — ‘I'm just going to the
loo’. A popular phrase is actually ‘I'm just nipping to the loo’.

EAJEREHWIE], to nip HIEEEUER IR 2 — DB e A, A b
Wik vl L to nip to the loo, R Z:— FEHL; /Rt GEVr 24 AN pop, to
pop Flto nip MEEJE—FEN, AR E— TN aths.

You might also hear the phrase ‘I need the loo'.

mONE R E T, And do you know why British people say loo instead of
toilet Jo?

Well it seems no one knows the exact reason why we say it. There are lots
of suggestions as to where the word comes from but there really are too
many to mention so | think we should perhaps just accept that’s it’s a word
we say and not worry about why.

BT REANAIEMIT A loo MERIHERAMRZE, Prel K ARIESTTEMA
IEAf
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Jo: Now finally before we go | thought it might be useful for you to hear a few
more words people use for toilet as they do come up in conversation a fair
bit. Have a listen to this. How many do you know?

Insert

Lavatory, Lav, Water Closet, WC, Little Boy’s Room, Little Girl’'s Room, Restroom, Powder
Room, Ladies’ Room, Men’s Room, Bathroom

Feifei: T IERAT IS4 2 447, IR EEARAEFRAT IR — A — M35
Jo: Lavatory which is sometimes shortened to lav. Water closet which is often

written as WC.

Feifei: WC ;& water closet FUEE WFIFR. DS AH — RS Z i) &k 75 X0 AR b
THRUNLE R 5T
Jo: So little boy’s room and little girl’'s room. Restroom is used often in

American English.

Feifei: Powder Room & %7 #h—ANE 5 Wi i 2215 7 3, Lot AR A A T 230l i
Power Room Wl & a4k ]

Jo: You might hear a toilet called the ladies’ room or men’s room, or ladies’ or
gents as we talked about at the beginning of the programme. And finally
we had bathroom, which again is used more in North American English.

Feifei: Bathroom VEF1a]l.  AERATNIEZN Sun Cha FUKF A FT#sD), EALN 35 £ 1)
RN 25 ZE X s 5 e FRAT T W9 st Rk www.bbechina.com.cn .

Jo: And if you have a question you can email us questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.
We look forward to hearing from you. See you next time.

Feifei: T, IR
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