BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Q & A of the Week: Do’s And Don’ts GZHRIAZA KD 4T AN

Jo: Hello, I’'m Jo and this is Question and Answer of the Week from BBC
Learning English, and Jean is with me today — hi Jean.

Jean: Hi Jo. fEFATAREIHTH b, JAl T b [ i Wy A2 K5 S ot >3 7 T 1)
o A RPATTEAR S TR R VG 22 60 T

Jo: Yes, they want to know about the usage of the expression do’s and don’ts.

Jean: Usage H¥L. Ml 7 f#— T i Do’s and Don'ts .

Jo: I asked Callum from BBC Learning English to first of all explain the

meaning of do’s and don’ts.
Insert

Well do’s and don’ts very simply are things that you should do and things that you
shouldn't do. So for example you go to a new school or a new college or a new job and
there are certain rules for that place and those rules are the do’s and the don’ts — the
do’s and don’ts.

Jean: EK do’s and don’ts F/RHEAE—EHM M Z MR Z M A, BATE AT LYY
AT NYEN, widan Callum #EIK rules.

Jo: He said, for example, if you go to a new school or start a new job there are
certain rules, things you should and shouldn't do — and in English we often
call these do’s and don’ts.

Jean: So can Callum give us an example?

Insert

For example if you’re going to be late, do call your manager and don’ts would be don't

leave your computer turned on at night — those are some do’s and don’ts. Some simple

rules for your job or your workplace.

Jo: So a good example of some do’s and don’ts — if you're going to be late, do

call your manager — you should call your manager. And don’t leave your
computer turned on at night.
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Jo:

Insert

In today’s BBC Learning English Question and Answer of the Week, we’re
answering Chaojun’s question about the expression do’s and don’ts. Now
Chaojun wanted to know more about the usage of the expression. Here’s
Callum again.

The expression do’s and don'ts is more commonly something you would hear in spoken
English. Somebody will tell you about the do’s and don’ts. You might see it written down
on a sign or a notice but it's more something that people say than people write.

Jean:

Jo:

Jean:

Jo:

Jean:

Insert

Callum 4 &A14Ht, do’'s and don’'ts IX—4HiE—REEJLE 15 spoken English
MM Z .

He said you might see it written down on a sign or a notice.

— MR/ G A T B~ but it’s usually something you would say rather than
write.

Now, there’s one last question we have to ask Callum — how do you write
or spell do’s and don’'ts?

ST, fEXAEEY, S apostrophes HIfd i Szt G AN KT, Ak Fifi
Callum &AM — .

Writing is tricky and | had to look at a number of dictionaries to find an agreement on
this — do’s and don't is written D.O.” S. and don'ts D.O.N.” T.S.
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He said writing is tricky.

AR S . tESHE THLAMFH a number of dictionaries 4 #2|3LiH
find an agreement on this ‘&l /&2 D.O.’S and D.O.N.” T.S.

So to re-cap the language we’ve learnt so far — usage.
M.

Rules.

FE .

A sign.

— MR

A notice.

— Mt

An apostrophe.
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Jo: Tricky.
Jean: AR FEEII . WERSKAE Callum R (1 Ui P 56 2 T — ik .
Insert

Well do’s and don’ts very simply are things that you should do and things that you
shouldn't do. So for example you go to a new school or a new college or a new job and
there are certain rules for that place and those rules are the do’s and the don’ts — the
do’s and don’ts.

For example if you’re going to be late, do call your manager and don’t would be don't
leave your computer turned on at night — those are some do’s and don’ts. Some simple
rules for your job or your workplace.

The expression do’s and don'ts is more commonly something you would hear in spoken
English. Somebody will tell you about the do’s and don’ts. You might see it written down
on a sign or a notice but it's more something that people say than people write.

Writing is tricky and | had to look at a number of dictionaries to find an agreement on
this — do’s and don't is written D.O.” S. and don'ts D.O.N.” T.S.

Jean: N T MR FEEIT R EYE do’'s and don'ts [, R4 REUER T —L8ft), i
PRATWET G,  FHFIXEEH) T4 dos Al don’ts P24 FA5NE 2

Insert

- You should try to turn up on time.

- Do look your best.

- You should brush your teeth.

- Don't talk about any of your ex boyfriends or girlfriends.

- Don't start acting as if this is a lifelong relationship, | think you should keep things light
and friendly.

- And something you shouldn't do is talk too much about yourself.

Jo: Any ideas Jean?

Jean: I think 1 know Jo but let's have a look at some of the language there.
Jo: To turn up on time.

Jean: BREI 2E

Jo: You should look your best.

Jean: - ESEN IR/ S 2

Jo: Don’t talk about your ex boyfriends or girlfriends.

Jean: Exes AIYAERTZ A .

Jo: We heard the verb to act.

Jean: To act &I,
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Jo:
Jean:

Jo:

Jean:

Jo:

Insert

Don’t start acting as if this is a lifelong relationship.
—BUA LA, NI ) L R

To keep things light. So what do you think these are do’s and don’ts for,
Jean?

It wouldn't be dating would it Jo? WK g e 22 19 LCHE T2

Oh, well done! Yes and in fact the do’s and don’ts of going on a first date.
Do you agree?

- You should try to turn up on time.

- Do look your best.

- You should brush your teeth.

- Don't talk about any of your ex boyfriends or girlfriends.

- Don't start acting as if this is a lifelong relationship, | think you should keep things light

and friendly.

- And something you shouldn't do is talk too much about yourself.
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Well, we hope that answered your question Chaojun. If you have a

question for us you can email us at gquestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. We’ll
leave you with our BBC Learning English do’s and don’ts.

Yes, KK % do 1, WwlLMmNizea 2 RNMMuRES, THEZHSH
PN

And don't forget the website address www.bbcchina.com.cn. See you next
time.

Bye!
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