BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Insert

Hello, I'm Finn.

R, TATSAESE.

And you're listening to Question and Answer of the Week.
CORIMFRERY - R3], FeAr]l=l2 !

This week's question was sent in by Kate from Guangdong.

I would like to know the difference between used to and be used to.
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Feifei:
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WX AN T2 Kate AH%00E used to A1 be used to X PIANMEE 11X 1
Indeed and that is a very good question. Used to and to be used to. The
two phrases look similar, but they mean quite different things. So first,
let's give a quick explanation of the two phrases in Chinese, then we'll look
at more examples. Feifei, HSHERGIAR 1!

A7/ HARATT used to — I, FATHIAMEERRTFRITIL 24 5 bt
- PEI b

| used to go to gym three times a week.
And now?
Hmm, maybe once a week!

You're awful. Used to thif el 2% % . FATHKE S —4 i to be used to )
T A IR E RS . EX 51 to be R EHZE,

It is. So, for example, I'm used to eating Chinese food, and you're used to
it, Feifei, of course.

#hi] to be At £, thATRRA



Finn: So, | was used to it, | will be used to it soon.

Feifei: AT —ANEE T SO R used to JE IBHEIIEL, ABFAR LR R
Finn X Al

Finn: | used to live in Berlin.
I'm used to waking up early.

Feifei: JWH1E used to Ja HIFRAMEH R —BIRES, MIRANI7E be used to J5IHIEH:#
ks 40, St EshEr ing .

Finn: I used to live in Berlin.
I'm used to waking up early. fRAH{FE?

Feifei: G . B —AMREEL A EIEZ to get used to. Hiid] get 7rix HLomik &% >
— ARG

Finn: I got used to it quickly, I had to get used to it, will | ever get used to it?

Feifei: PR BT T2 BLAETA TR —S8AE BN B A XL RE

Finn: That's right, so first we're going to hear from three friends who study

together in London, but all of them originally came from other places. Was
there anything they had to get used to, moving to the big city?

Insert
I had to get used to the cost of living.

I had to get used to the food.
I had to get used to the rain.

Finn: Rain, cost of living, the food. T, XUAGEHRIRENF. 2B EAL . Ltk
HEAH I LIRIE?
Feifei: MIRAZET L BATRIRINT 20— 7 B R 2 5 R4S 25 SI R 4RI to get used

to LIENHT A

Finn: Now, let's listen to the same three people again. Listen out for today's
other phrase — used to.

Feifei: KREH#HIE used to do something A2l K& H MK FF, thal 2Bl C e
(T

Insert

I used to smoke, but I don't do it any more.

I used to drink less alcohol, 1 do it more now!

I used to play some football, and now | play a lot more football.

Finn: So we have someone who used to smoke, but stopped.

Feifei: Someone who used to drink less, and now drinks more alcohol.
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More alcohol. And someone who used to play a little football, and now
plays even more. Now, | think all that's clear enough. Shall we mix things
up a little bit?

Ok.

Let's listen to this conversation. We'll hear the word use or use here in the
phrase used to, get and be used to, and also just as the simple verb to use.

FAT R 22 Helen A1 Neil Z [EJ—ASXF 5, AEX A BABTTH 2 T4 K3
ML A R . AR R G T B A HIEET, Helen Xf Neil A HIFEFIRHARIR
SRR !

Wow — you know how to use chopsticks!

Yes, well I'm used to using them now.

How?

When | lived in Japan | used to use them all the time, so | got used to
using them pretty quickly!

Was it difficult to learn to use them?

Actually it was, it did take a while to get used to chopstick — when 1 first
got there | used to ask for a knife and fork!

Well you're very good now. But can you pick up a peanut?

NIRIFAT IV 3] TR 2 5T to be used to, to get used to, and used to [\ 7.
l—25 ) LWy — ki o

So Feifei — I'm sure you're great at using chopsticks?

Actually funnily enough, | wasn't very good as a child so my Dad made me
practise picking up peanuts till I got better. How about you Finn?

Well, as | lived in Taiwan for a couple of years - | had to get used to using
chopsticks pretty quickly, otherwise | think | would have starved! 4Rt
!

FEWE, YR SRR — MR B Jy . FATHORWT— il Helen A1 Neil 2 []F¥%}
e

Wow — you know how to use chopsticks!

Yes, well I'm used to using them now.
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How?

When | lived in Japan | used to use them all the time, so | got used to
using them pretty quickly!

Was it difficult to learn to use them?

Actually it was, it did take a while to get used to chopstick — when 1 first
got there | used to ask for a knife and fork!

Well you're very good now. But can you pick up a peanut?

W7, ®AICLW T ALK T T . So Finn, can you pick up a peanut with
chopsticks?

A peanut? F AT LURIAIE! It depends on the chopsticks — | prefer sharp
wooden ones!

WriEsk Finn % E SRR ARG S0 IBATRNEA B KA TIX 5 H 5 68
ZAERIHAT A used to fil be used to X PN IE!

And that's all for today's programme. If you have any other questions
about the English language, please send them to:

guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.
And thank you to Kate for her question.
Thank you for answering my question.

And as always, our web address is www.bbcchina.com.cn. Look forward
to hearing from you soon.

Bye bye.

Bye.
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