BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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0O & A of the Week: The E®&id The

Jo: Welcome to Question and Answer of the Week from BBC Learning English
where we answer your questions about the English language. I'm Jo and
with me today is Feifei.

Feifei: Hello there. 4 RILATEKI[EIZK H75 B1Y Victoria 4 Hi 1)

Jo: Yes, she told us she has some knowledge about the article the but still
finds it difficult to use. Can we help? In English the, a and an are called
articles.

Feifei: ], Victoria Tl i et el il Lk i A L Sk, ISFRATT e A A e 2

Jo: Well, here’s English teacher Alex Gooch, who says it’'s not unusual to have

problems with this aspect of the English language.
Feifei: flhgs FATLLER 1€ b1 the FIAE W a, an Z AKX 5.
Insert

Almost all students of English find our articles difficult. The basic rule is that we use a or
an for countable nouns, when we're introducing them for the first time.

For example, we might say: | watched a film yesterday.

This is the first time the film has been mentioned, and the listener doesn't know which
film we're talking about, so we use a.

The is used when we're discussing something and we expect that the listener already
knows which thing we're talking about.

For example: I watched a film yesterday, but it wasn't as good as the film we
watched last week.

We say the film we watched last week because this film isn't something new. We
already know about this film because we watched it last week.
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Jo: Almost all students of English find our articles difficult. He says the basic

rule is to use a or an for countable nouns, when we're introducing them for
the first time.
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So for example pen - we say one pens two pens. Apple - one apple, two
apples.

Ay wind K& R84, AR one wind, two winds — i AT H it
wind. %X wind 9 milk XFER)G R EEA TR . Alex BHEAIH a 2 an
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So when a countable noun is introduced into the conversation for the first
time you would use a or an. He gave us the example - 1 watched a film
yesterday.

MIRIIZ AN 7 B3R T H 5, A IR AN v 5044 1] A2 B — IRE IR AR U L, Fir A
H a k. To mention #t3.

I watched a film yesterday. Now the is used when we’re discussing
something and we expect the listener already knows which thing we’re
talking about. Alex uses the example - | watched a film yesterday but it
wasn’t as good as the film we watched last week.

YA 5 R T R T AR U K A B AN AR P IR IR AT < - the. To
expect M5, Fith. FrLAIRATATLLYL | watched a film yesterday but it wasn’t
as good as the film we watched last week. [ & I8 ES RS2 AE I 6T
o, T RIERU kU EAFE A T . Listen to Alex again.

Almost all students of English find our articles difficult. The basic rule is that we use a or
an for countable nouns, when we're introducing them for the first time.

For example, we might say: | watched a film yesterday.

This is the first time the film has been mentioned, and the listener doesn't know which
film we're talking about, so we use a.

The is used when we're discussing something and we expect that the listener already
knows which thing we're talking about.

For example: | watched a film yesterday, but it wasn't as good as the film we
watched last week.

We say the film we watched last week because this film isn't something new. We
already know about this film because we watched it last week.

Jo:
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On this week’s BBC Learning English Question and Answer of the Week
we’re answering Victoria’s question about the. She wants us to help her
understand how to use it. Have a listen to these sentences.

- The book you gave me last weekend was so exciting.
- 1 need to find a book about Beijing.
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So in the first example, the is used because we know which book is being
talked about.

JEI, BATERG PEBAT. BT RHT a ZBEAMIE ST A T
H15. Listen to this example. Squirrel 2§,

- | saw a squirrel in the garden this morning.

- Really?

- Yeah, I think the squirrel was looking for a nut under the apple tree.
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Let’'s we look at the ways the and a were used there. | saw a squirrel in the
garden. A squirrel because we haven’t seen the squirrel before — it's new
to us.

HEfb it 7 the garden A2 M LR SCRRT LUAIT HORE AR AN AR B S el # 21
THAR

But then things change. | think the squirrel was looking for a nut under the
apple tree. We use the here because it’'s the second mention of the
squirrel.

A UG — RIRIATHE TR AR B, A WA A A ) T H A R
And he was looking for a nut under the apple tree.

Nut 'R, XHEHT a nut ZRAKXEAREFE—XHI; M XE T the apple tree
SeRA B Bk e, AR LT S8 AR AT A A% AT DA XA AR AR IX AN A
FEER R, A ELEH &7 . 1 guess using the and a is something you just
do naturally, isn’t it Jo?

As a native speaker, yes, but Alex Gooch from earlier in the programme is
going to leave us with some advice in using articles and getting them right.

The only really effective way to learn how to use articles in English well is practice. When
you've listened to enough spoken English, and read enough English written down, you
will gradually start to develop a feeling and intuition for which is the correct article to use
in a particular situation.
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So the best way to learn is to practice.

Z52]. Alex WARIT TIEE R TIRZI0EG, B H AR MR SR IR B, Al—
M HEE intuition.

You will gradually start to develop a feeling or intuition for which is the
correct article — the, a or an — in a particular situation. Good luck!

FER), BEEETY, AR E 4 AR BRI RS Victoria., WA AT EEE S
2E ) TR )L, RO MR A25 34T, MR 2 questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Or check out other questions on our website www.bbcchina.com.cn. Bye
for now.
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