BBC Learning English - Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Q & A of the Week: Phrases with agree T agree {5

Tracy: Hello, and welcome to another episode of Question and Answer of the Week
from BBC Learning English. I'm Tracy.

Feifei: REGS, BORSAEAE . AR BT H o A [PV BAARAE DL 27 20 38 21 (10 Fof o i

Tracy: This week’s question comes from Gao Yuanxue who is in China, and she
asked:

Insert

What’s the difference between 'agree with’ and 'agree to’? And can you tell me some
other phrases with the word ‘agree’?

Feifei: Interesting question, because these two phrases mean very different things.
Don’t you agree?

Tracy: Absolutely, I completely agree with Feifei. These two phrases mean very
different things.

Feifei: NIZA#RH T ‘agree with’ iX/MEiE. You said you agree with me.

Tracy: Yes I did, and that is a very common way of using the phrase ‘agree with’.
You can say you agree with a person or an idea.

Feifei: R Ll agree with —/> ANEE — AN 5.
Tracy: Remember that you must include the word ‘with’.
Feifei: FEFSCHE AT IR R AR S, e e B IRATUE 1 agree with you, JEiE B[] & AN

WA EN T M with.

Tracy: Also, remember that when we use ‘agree with’ it is normally followed by the
object in a sentence. For example, I always agree with my boss.

Feifei: Tracy #ift agree with JEill & Bt A)iE=iE object. NIMI Tracy 5 i & 2 oA [F]
AR, XIE LY Tracy?

Tracy: Of course. Well most of the time.

Feifei: So what about ‘agree to’? /G4 {f/H] ‘agree to?’
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Tracy: Well this phrase means that you are agreeing to do something.

Feifei: So can I say that I have agreed to work late today?

Tracy: Yes you can.

Feifei: 7E [ & E M pnrE, A ME ] agree to. Is ‘agree to’ always followed by a
verb?

Tracy: Yes it is Feifei.

Feifei F:i5 subject [W)5IwiE agree to, 2 JEHERANHAEX infinitive verb. AFRIRIRE

PRI R EB IR, AEAZEEN NHAR—FE BEATIRIT TR XL SR
2, 25— D AUARATIH 20 H BRTUY 2 TRz .

Insert

Boss: This project is behind schedule. Will you agree to work longer hours?
Employee: Absolutely not!

Boss: How do you think you've performed this year?
Employee: I've been working really hard. In fact I think I deserve a pay rise.
Boss: Well, I'm sorry but I don't agree with you.

Boss: How can we welcome our overseas colleagues?
Employee: I think we should have an office party.
Boss: I don't agree with you. I think we should go out for a meal.

Feifei: Some of those people really did not agree with each other.

Tracy: Yes, they really disagreed.

Feifei: We have just been listening to some people who couldn’t reach an agreement.

Tracy: Yes they were unable to reach an agreement. Here we use agreement as a
noun.

Feifei: An agreement FJLE AN FARIZRTE, Bl — AN A B SRk

Tracy: We have a popular saying that we sometimes use when we can’t reach an

agreement with someone. Do you know it Feifei?

Feifei: Is it, agree to disagree?

Tracy: Yes, when two people just can't agree, they might have to agree to disagree.

Feifei: M NG HE G AR & A —J7 IR AT agree to disagree, iXFfA fegkss
o BE, 77 Etes 15 A AN AT

Tracy: So if I said we should have Chinese dumplings for lunch, what would you say?

Feifei: I would say let’s have fish and chips.
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Tracy:
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Feifei:

Tracy:

Feifei:

Tracy:

Feifei:

Tracy:

Feifei:

Tracy:

Feifei:

I think we would have to agree to disagree. I'll have Chinese dumplings and
you can have fish and chips.

A AAE RGN E B 2

Fish doesn’t agree with me.

Tracy UifaAE SR, R IR T 65 2 AE IRk

Okay so we have agreed to disagree.

ARBATU TRE R TAF R ARG L, 1% L T

I couldn’t agree more.

MRE—KT agree Wik, BeAREVFIRNIA A4 T couldn't agree more.

Sure, if someone agrees 100% with something another person has said, they
might say, I couldn’t agree more.

PR B IZERAS R H T, w2 Gao Yuanxue SHEAIMERIEH = .

Yes and I'm getting quite hungry with all this talk of food. Are you ready for
some Chinese dumplings Feifei?

No, we agreed to disagree. I'm going to have fish and chips and you are going
to have Chinese dumplings.

Okay.
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And don't forget to visit our website www.bbcchina.com.cn. Bye for now.
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