BBC Learning English - Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Q & A of the Week: Most / The Most XF Most [{IWH

Li: REUF NG IR R 25T HBIE AT, A S G Af 8 AR 0 ) i 11 [5] = William
Kremer k3] T #& %=. Hi William.

William: Hi Li!

Li: Wiliam AR B g R 2 — AN EEIE R A8 35 B0 ) @, )80k 5 — A2+

HIYeiE 244 . Wong says, "Hi, I am completely confused about the usage
of ‘'most’. I am not so sure when I have to put ‘the’ before ‘most’. For
example, ‘Which question do you think most difficult?’ or ‘This is the
most beautiful town in the world’. Why some need to add ‘the’ while
some do not need to add ‘the’?" What's the answer, William?

William: ‘Which question do you think most difficult?’ and ‘This is the most
beautiful town in the world’. What type of sentences are they, Li?

Li: Ah let me think... FAIEHIBIANG) A R T 2 B 20K 2 superlatives.

William: Now with superlatives, in general we say ‘the’ before the superlative.

So, we are the most interesting people in this room, Li.
Li: But there isn’t anyone else in the room!

William: Never mind that. Now, the actual technical rule here is that we have to
use ‘the’ with superlatives which define nouns.

Li: FIEVERN, AR DB B B s PR B — AN 440, EE s Ry, Bl st
RT3 i T 250N 5E T 1] thees

William: And Wong’s second example has a noun being defined by a superlative.

Li: This is the most beautiful town in the world — 3%/ {38 (.

William: But Wong’s other example is the question ‘Which question do you think

most difficult?’ - now here, *‘most difficult’ isn’t defining the noun
‘question’ and we don't need to say ‘the’. However, it is still possible to
say ‘Which question do you think the most difficult?’
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PEA E I o — A6y, BATTAT DA H X LI B 2500 e ey B A BT A 40, DRk
AT LA S ki the, IXEAZ U ERATTH BEAE B 2508 S s 1) vl B) TR 4 R4 57 the
XA et iAW, William?

I think it’'s more common in questions, but you do sometimes hear it in
statements. And this is quite informal. So for example, I can say 'I'm
tallest in my office’. But note that I can't say ‘I am tallest man in my
office’. You have to have ‘the’ when the superlative is followed by a
noun to be defined - you must say ‘I am the tallest man in my office.’

4F, FOREEE N, EARIEREE R AE most Z i & g i in] the, {HJ24EE
] AA4 ]I B IRl AN e 5. XKWk i AR B4 William, REANRE
e A G B O X most BT #OR FE T i 1] the? X FEA SRR 2 T
5? Do you agree?

Yes Li, I do. However, there is one important exception. There is one
time when we should drop ‘the’ before superlatives. And this is when our

sentence isn't comparing different things, but the way one thing is at
different times.

William 5, H—FEol FRATLAE T2 w17 the, HtEx—NFEYe—MANH
BT . ERIniX AN S L e, ‘This town is most beautiful in
the Spring’.

OK, Li: a quick quiz. I'm going to say a sentence and I want you to say
if the sentence is right or wrong. Are you ready?

OK... I'll do my best.

You are the most beautiful in the morning.
That’s... wrong.

Why?

PRI A R EEAS R 2 XA NAE— R A AN TR BUL B SR . B LUER ) A 7 W %0
You are most beautiful in the morning.

Good, Li. Next sentence: Who is most famous writer in English?
That’s wrong.
Why?

DR A X A6 I TR 25 10 i s 2% most famous J T 443 writer RN %1 the
most - Who is the most famous writer in English?

Well done! How about this one - William Shakespeare is the most
famous writer in English.

That’s right!
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William Shakespeare!
Hi guys.

Wow... XA ESETS 1 IR, FECABAE A CROIRIE T ... FARE 1) 25
HUERASA B ..

Yes well there’s time for that later. Let’s get on with the programme.
Don't mind me, I'll just... sit here quietly.

IR, FATIELEERTT most #1 the most ZEANA A i, A8 William [ 7 3%
ICLR B 2 45, BEA AN T, 7 PAE most Z Fi<r the iX A4 5 e i lg ?

Yes - when we use ‘most’ as an adverb itself. Oh sorry, did you mean
that William?

No, no. You go on.

William A8 SR most 21 A EIARH IS4 the #infLI4#E 7. Can you
think of an example?

Which English writer do you like most? Or I could say, Which English
writer do you like the most?

Er... Bnyb s .2
Agatha Christiel...

Yeah, I like her most too. Now, another thing, Li. We never use ‘the’
when we use ‘most’ to mean the majority of...

KRR EE . fEH] most Hus 2 B AN mUE ) I 450 AN BE T € el il the...
So, for example -

Most people love my plays, you know.

Yes, that was what I...

Most people think I'm a genius. Most people think... most people think
I'm a better writer than Agatha Christie.

I think I might have hurt his feelings... & kZxiER P L most people
M4 the most people K AfthH most ks 2 HX M.

Actually, Li - there is something else I want to mention relating to this

use of the word ‘most’. I often hear learners of English saying things like
‘Most of Chinese love tea’.

Ah... XD E AR, REEEEE T of X/MA L, ANEEIR most of
Chinese love tea, X&4iM1. A2ikdi of, M —NMEMIIIIER)T T most
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Chinese love tea. & 1HHL N U1 H 5 B A — AN A P F AR BEE e 1] 1Y
i, AL TS ZAE most 2 Fiin I of. For example I could say-

Most of my plays have been made into films.

Exactly. ¥ LA T most of BIAAI A my < Fif) = XA TEWIEA,.
Most of my works have been made into films.

Well, I think that covers everything. I do hope that this answer has been
helpful, Wong and -

No wait! There is of course another use of the word ‘most’... and it’s
something I am most fond of in my plays.

Oh I know what he’s on about. In old-fashioned, formal English, we use
most without ‘the’ to mean ‘very’.

Are you calling me old-fashioned?!

IRGF, Xt vidE IE i RIA T BATAT LUK most 1fiAH the SkRE/RIER XA
. I think this is most interesting!

Come on then Shaky, let’s hear an example.

Ok. This is the bit from the end of Romeo and Juliet, after the nurse
finds Juliet’s dead body.

N HE A VR D B ORI R BLS [, X AR RRAL R N R B TR
PR PRI, 3R B i

And to understand this, you need to know that the words ‘woeful’” and
‘lamentable’ both mean ‘very sad’. Right, here I go:

O woe! O woful, woful, woful day!
Most lamentable day, most woful day,
That ever, ever, | did yet behold!

O day! O day! O day! O hateful day!
Never was seen so black a day asthis:
O woful day, O woful day!

Powerful stuff.

Most impressive. & T A 3EA KT H ol il H most it T g kg . i+
G, I VAR B . 5 H SR MOCER AR DL st T AP
K K B I A ) 8 i I 25 BT 1 FE TR F - questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

William and Li: Bye.

Shakespeare:
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Good night, good night! parting is such sweet sorrow,
That I shall say good night till it be morrow.
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