BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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0 & A of the Week: Rise fil Raise Xl

Finn: Hello, I am Finn and you're listening to Question and Answer of the
Week from BBC Learning English.

Yang Li: RELF, Tt RS 5 H 2L TR I A SE i 2 ) i Fe b id
FUFORREBBTE A RN )

Finn: Today we're explaining the difference between the words rise and raise.
And this week’s question comes from a listener who didn't leave their
name.

Yang Li: A REATEIHEE rise Ml raise X ANEIX A A1 =AT5 T LR

S—n, AEANBhE, —ASEEYENE, AN KB,
Finn: The basic difference is that raise is a transitive verb which can take an

object: The company raised its prices by 10%.

Yang Li: To raise s& X ¥)5))iA a transitive verb, oIl =ik, ol Eim@ag, K
AR T HZ

Finn: Rise, on the other hand, is an intransitive verb and cannot be followed
by an object. For example: Prices have risen by 10%.

Yang Li: To rise A KHEhiH an intransitive verb. Zljil 5 AR 5. Holn F i i 4
), ks Lk T E AT

Finn: Now secondly another difference, raise is a regular verb (raise, raise,
raised), whereas rise is irregular (rise, rose, risen).

Yang Li: B B LA, Raise 2L 1A raise, raise, raised. Rise & A #E
Nzhid rise, rose, risen.

Finn: Let’s listen to some more examples:
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Insert:

Helen raised her voice in order to be heard.

New buildings are rising throughout the city.

She has raised two children by herself.

Finn: So far we’ve talked about rise and raise as verbs. But rise and raise are
also nouns. In British English we often hear the word rise being used to

mean an increase in salary, a pay rise. In American English, people more
often say raise, a pay raise.

Yang Li: Raise Mlrise WA LMEH . 1 X GETE ik T 9X M T DA rise fH 23 50
BEE FRERE U raise. thangkAR B, Tom fiudbigags bk T%. 8 Finn 95X
JRE B AV

Finn: Tom’s boss refused to give him a rise.

Yang Li: Thank you. A3 TeE X EAUL?

Finn: Tom’s boss refused to give him a raise.

Yang Li: Thanks Finn. So to sum up when the two words are used as verbs there

are two differences.

Finn: Firstly, raise is a transitive verb whereas rise is an intransitive verb.
Yang Li: Secondly, raise is a regular verb whereas rise is an irregular verb.
Finn: When used as a noun, they mean a rise in salary but again there is a

difference between British English and American English here.

Yang Li: Now shall we try a little translation exercise? | will say the Chinese and you
give the English Finn.

Finn: OK. I will give the English but | am sure that everyone at home will be a
lot faster than me at translating.

Yang Li: Number one. KBHMZ% 7 THEE

Finn: KBAM AT . The sun rises in the east. The verb is rises.

Yang Li: Number two. ZZAEA#2S /IR % A .

Finn: The students all raised their little red flags to welcome the guests. The

verb here is raised.

Yang Li: Number three. L7 AT TGK VS i@ 5 i T o
Finn: Now, people’s general living standards have risen. The verb here is risen,
from rise.
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Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Finn:
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Number four, the last one. B RIATENRE & KA b5 T,

Tomorrow, our boss will take us for dinner as he’s just got a pay rise.
That's British English. In American English you would say he’s got a raise.

Well done Finn. I think we’ve pretty much explained the three main
differences regarding the words raise and rise. Anything to add, Finn?

I suggest that students always consult a good dictionary for more
information about this kind of thing but it’s also always a good idea to
regularly check our website for more Question and Answer of the Week
programmes.

That's right. AREIAUGEME RS, FEA T HSPE IR 0 S T B R RIS 7

And of course our email address is gquestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. Thanks
for listening and see you next time.

Bye bye.
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