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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Hello, you're listening to Question and Answer of the Week from BBC
Learning English. I'm Tracy.

KRFEGF, HdbHi.
And this week’s question is from Tong Zhang who is in France.

Tong Zhang wanted to know:

What is the difference between holiday and holidays? Also, what is the difference
between a holiday and a vacation?
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i) S A51R 4. 1 think this is a very good question.

Yes and you know this is the perfect time of year for us to answer a
question on holidays.

Why do you say that, Tracy?
Well, we recently just had a few days off work. They were public holidays.

A public holiday A3EH. AMIASE EBET, @)EMERAT BBk E. 76
Jeifitt public holidays ] LI##54 bank holidays #¢ national holidays.

Yes, so back to the question, the word holiday can sometimes appear tricky
to use at first.

Why?

Well because the word holiday or holidays can be used in several different
situations and to mean different things.

Let’s look at some of these situations, shall we?
Good idea.
H—FEDL: holiday IXAMHETT LR R, Mt A LA L2 — BN A,

For example: | really need a holiday as work is just too busy at the
moment.
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FERXAMI ), PR A DA T 2R PR AR T, BhAb) holiday &2
ALY, KE—TF.

Great, so we are agreed that we can talk about a holiday as being time
away from work or school.

Yes, we are agreed. It could be a day-off, a few days or a longer period of
time.

Good, let’s move on to scenario two:

Uf . Holiday mJLARI R R4 EBUER I H . #A)ifidisi/d national 5 public {2
H.

Yes and did you know that in England we have approximately eight public
holidays or bank holidays each year.

Yeah, | did know that. There are also several public holidays in China you
know. They are often held in celebration of something.

I see. Now, moving along, are you ready to describe the third scenario?
Of course, =it holiday X/ w] AR R — U 04T

Ah yes, the word holiday can also be used to talk about a trip. So | could
say my recent holiday to Venice was wonderful.

Yes, you could say that. I’'m not surprised you had a wonderful time in
Venice. It is a very romantic city, isn’t it?

It is but that’s all I'm prepared to say about that. | think we should move
on to our final scenario.

Ok, A HMFEI, Wit holidays Fs—M e BN, KB RAATA 2
% LAt % B,

Exactly. The word holidays is often used when we are talking about times
of the year when people have long holidays such as Christmas or Summer.

Ah yes, at those time of the year lots of people are off work or school.

Yes, in fact one of my friends is a primary school teacher and she get’s six
weeks off work during summer. | think the summer holidays are far too
long.

Tracy %73 summer holidays A& 7T . @il ok F2EARTES I, A e
ANiX 4% . | think we’ll have to agree to disagree here.

Ok, so we have established that the word holiday can be used in different
situations.

Yes and at the beginning of today’s programme we mentioned that we
have recently had two public holidays in the UK.



Tracy: Yes, most people in England did not go to work or school on Friday 10"
April or Monday 13™ April. These days were public holidays.

Li: So, what did people do during the long weekend?

Tracy: Good question Li, we asked some people what they did during the recent
public holidays and you are now going to hear their answers.

Li: N THFRA TSR T IR A N AR AA T i e] B S BRI o TR SOE B AR A VRE
A, AR R ARAT T = ROE AN A £ A BRI PR AR H . Public
holidays.

Insert

I was in Houston Texas, in the United States with my family.

I cycled every day, fabulous weather, fabulous riding, between about 20 to 30 miles each
day.

I decided to go by train to Bath and the weather there was magnificent, very sunny, and
I enjoyed the day out.

I was working all day long. It was one of the busiest days of the week and actually of the
whole year as far as | know. So, | was stuck here from ten in the morning until half past
six. No actually it was later than that.

Li: Wy b2 K2 BN AR T AR, 82 iy, sl MR AR

Tracy: Yes, most people seemed to enjoy having some time off work. Well
everyone except the last person we spoke to. Let’s listen to what he said
again.

Li: AN A AAE NI 20 2 3548 H e ?

Insert

I was working all day long. It was one of the busiest days of the week and actually of the
whole year as far as | know. So, | was stuck here from ten in the morning until half past
six. No actually it was later than that.

Tracy: So he did not really enjoy the public holiday. Did you hear why?

Li: He said he had to work and it was a really busy day.

Tracy: But it wasn’t so bad as | think he will have got paid double.

Li: Paid double. 3L HINZEMhAEH XX T¥. That's good, huh?

Tracy: Yes, that’s not so bad at all.

Li: We’ve been talking about holidays.

Tracy: Yes and to finish today’s show, | thought we could just look at some other

way'’s of describing holidays.

Li: IREF, DAERA TR A — LA H holiday AR L E 17 T
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Instead of saying: | went on holiday, you could say: | went on a trip / |
went on a vacation.

g, iUt went on a trip A1 went on vacation H##E/RJEI went on
holiday.

Yes you might hear any of those phrases when someone is talking about a
holiday that they have been on. Here are another few phrases. Instead of
saying: | need to take a holiday, you could say: | need to take time-off; |

need to take a break; need to take a vacation.

1R{F. Take time off, take a break, {5 take a vacation X=/EiEHA LR
take a holiday.

Absolutely. One thing though, the word vacation is more common in
American English but British people will understand the word vacation if
you use it instead of the word holiday.

Well today we have talked a lot about holidays but | haven’t asked you if
you are going on holiday this year Tracy?

Well, I’'m not sure yet. I've just taken a short trip to Venice and that was
beautiful but 1I’d like to go on a longer holiday in the summer, somewhere
with a beach. Actually, | had been thinking about going on holiday to
France.

Oh, maybe you could ask Tong Zhang for some advice. As he is currently
living in France you know.

I might just do that. In the meantime, | do hope we have answered your
question Tong Zhang.

S, AR ILAT A ACRIE 2 Feh 7 2] B, S TRAT R L A -
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

And you can visit our website www.bbcchina.com.cn for our Question and
Answer of the Week programmes and for lots of other free English
language learning materials.

Until next time, bye!

Bye!
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