BBC Learning English — Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Q & A of the Week: Height &

Insert

Hello everyone, I'm Jojo from Guangdong. | want to know what the following sentences
mean:

He has brown hair and is six foot six.
He is really short. He is five four.

Do they mean someone's height?

Jo: Hello, I'm Jo and this week’s BBC Learning English Question and Answer of
the Week comes from Jojo in Guangdong. Helping me today is Feifei — hi
Feifei.

Feifei: Hello Jo. Jojo #tlthWr 2 T NI [1iX JLAJ ...

Insert

He has brown hair and is six foot six.

She is really short. She’s five four.

Jo: Jojo wants to know the meaning of six foot six and five four.

Feifei: WV Jojo CVAKER| T iXEeh) TS EA K. Are these ways of talking about
height Jo? & &

Jo: Height. Well, yes you are right Jojo, they are ways of talking about height
in English. Now if I was to ask you Feifei, how tall are you? What would
you say?

Feifei: I would say I’'m one metre seventy centimetres.

Jo: Right so you use metres and centimetres.

Feifei: K metres LA JEK centimetres.

Jo: So using your way in English you could say I'm a hundred and seventy

centimetres, one metre seventy centimetres or one metre seventy. In
English we call this the metric system of measurement.
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Feifei: TEYEE B K, K, TORAEAE UM S & A ok v 2oy ) K #x 8 metric
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Jo: So for example in the UK you can buy a pint of beer. One pint is about half
a litre. Our road signs are still in miles — one mile is around 1,609 metres.

Feifei: FEGEI, I H AE PN HE P DL i J 4 D S T B R, S R b _E AT 75 315
RO AR FATRRIN 2~ B o Sy UL SR AN F AR TR AR U AT NI B 1A
PRI, W u T, ML, TARSEANTHR AL EHE AT, KBHANILES
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Jo: This is BBC Learning English and we’re answering this week’s Question and
Answer of the Week language question. Jojo noticed that some people use
different language to talk about height in the UK — rather than metres and
centimetres. They have heard words like six foot six and five four.

Feifei: We asked a few people how tall they were. Have a listen to their answers
Insert

- Six foot two

- Six foot

- One metre and eighty centimetres
- Five four

- Five nine, five ten.

Jo: Now interestingly one man did say one metre eighty centimetres but
everyone else used the old imperial system. Six foot two, six foot, five four,
five nine, five ten. So let’s explain a little further.

Feifei: LI R G ke feet AT inches, gt 9 RIS

Jo: So one inch is two and a half centimetres. There are twelve inches in one
foot. So one foot is around thirty and a half centimetres.

Feifei: WrEIRIA Jo BERXEER TS ? 1 inch 19t 2.5 K, 108 EAT124 5%
o M ALTERWEE30.5 K.

Jo: So if someone is six foot — it's one metre eighty three. They might say |
am six foot six — meaning six feet and six inches — or one metre ninety
eight.

Feifei: EARNERRZ IR foot MR ALK, EREBIEAFLIE foot Bt feet;

MmfE foot WHIMEEE, ©MEEIEAHEEE feet.
Jo: However sometimes people don’t say the words feet or foot and inches and
just say the numbers. So instead of six feet six inches they might say six

six. Five nine would be five feet nine inches — or one metre seventy five.

Feifei: How tall are you Jo?
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Jo: I'm five four. Five foot four. Five feet four inches. Or one metre sixty two.
Most people in the UK do know what their height is in centimetres or in
metres as often on official forms you have to write it that way.

Feifei: Wt 2 BAE IE S F A% official forms, KEMNAZAEH AHIK metric w7,
WHL, K, BORERSE . AR H AR TE T ANATEAE S A T 1R il B e A

Jo: Wow, so quite a complicated explanation this week but we hope that
helped to answer your question Jojo. Thanks for writing in.

Feifei: S T BEEE X I ERAT T R 3l 4 A 2 i 2 2] BEEE www.bbechina.com.cn.
Jo: Or if you have a question you want to ask us just email us

chinaelt@bbc.co.uk. We look forward to hearing from you. Bye for now.

Feifei: Bye!
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