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Hello everyone and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week.
I'm Yang Li.

And I'm Finn. Now today's question comes from someone with a
famous name: Churchill.

Churchill 7 /- A2 58 Ikt SR B 9% [ B AH I 44 1 . Is that his
real name?

Well I don't know, it could be. But nhow you mention the word real -
yes? real name - Churchill's question is also about this word real,
and the word true. What's the difference?

Churchill ZHEIRATREME: true A real IXPANTE AT X 5.

Well that can't be too hard now can it Li? Shall we have a look in the
dictionary? FAT& A7, W2 7. True.

Lots of meanings. E5Z, Ef), ELIEM.

Ok lots of meanings. Now let's look up real. Once we've done this I
guess we can finish the programme and go home Li.

Well, maybe not. There are lots of meanings for this word too.

Yes, I can see things like H5Z, H¥), HIER. They look a bit similar.
Looks like we have a bit of explaining to do, doesn't it?

FELEL, EWNENELERZEAZL.

They are indeed. So I'll tell you what, the best thing to do is to look
at some examples Li. I'm going to play two sentences and I want
you to tell me which one is correct. Now listen out for the word
mirage %)%, ¥R,



Insert

In the desert people often see mirages of things like islands, castles and lakes,
but they aren't real.

In the desert people often see mirages of things like islands, castles and lakes,
but they aren't true.

Finn: So Li, any ideas? Should it be real or true?

Li: Yes. This one is real.

Finn: That's right.

Li: Real HJEEJEILIEAAAER, 7R NAIL N ERRE, WENHIHKZ] 5

A FRATTH UL T B - they aren't real.

Finn: Yes, so this is one important difference. We use the word real when
we talk about things which actually exist. They're real, so for
example a real person, or a real place. They're tangible Z5ZfE7EMH)
and not imaginary % H). Now, let's listen to two more examples.

Insert

A: I heard you're leaving us next week? Is it real?
B: It's real, I'm afraid. I got a new job.

A: I heard you're leaving us next week? Is it true?
B: It's true, I'm afraid. I got a new job.

Li: Aha, here the answer is true, right Finn?

Finn: True. Yes, that's right.

Li: TEAEH true IR FIA I E L R SEy, AT — it's true.
Finn: And the opposite of this word is false. Now you'll often see these

two words together in quizzes, for example, where they ask you
whether something is true or false.

Li: Yes, true or false. {HAfEUL real or false.

Finn: That's right. Now for our next pair of sentences. Listen out for the
phrase based on 4, #£7T. Let's move from the desert to the sea.
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Insert

The film Titanic is based on a true story.

The film Titanic is based on a real story.
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Right - this one should be true. A true story
That’s right.

O S, B ARIIE A Ll d story S BRI made up 72802 K
S, BIE N H.

Yes. So the film Titanic is based on what we call a true story: a
story with events that really happened. There really was a love story
between two of the passengers, many of the characters were real
people, and the ship really did sink after it hit an iceberg.

Ok, so in a true story, the people we hear about are real people.
Yes, real people and real events - not imaginary.
Ok so, so far what are the main differences between true and real?

KN —T, ISEPAAAE AR real. HE—H BB 182 75 8 5Eme ?
Xt true. — AN SRR MRS a true story.

That's right and now Li, you know I think it's fair to say that in
English you’ll hear the word real more often than the word true.

Yes. 21, Wi BIEMPEE N ES & a real challenge, X8 AT LA
Ui a true challenge, ANt real XAMaEAESZbr AR S h AT £ .

Great, so as we've found out today, there are some differences
between these two words. And there are many, many more that we
don't have time to explain today. So the best thing to do is to read
and listen to as much in English as possible.

That's true. So thank you to Churchill for today's question. But I'm
still wondering whether that's his real name?

Yes I'm wondering too, I wonder! Well hopefully he or she will hear
this programme and let us know. So thank you Churchill for your
question and we hope you enjoyed our programme.

And if you keep learning English — your dreams will come true.
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Finn: Will they come true? Well I don't know if we can really promise that.
But can I tell you a true story Li?

Li: Oh yes please!

Finn: It's been a real pleasure presenting with you today.

Li: Really?

Finn: Really.

Li: e i PRAB G R K K SRl 3 e v 2 >0 073 THI PR i st B I & AT ] i s
guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Finn: That's right, please send us an email. So, until next time, bye!

Li: BATF T H 2.

B]B]C]
WORLD

SERVICE

bbechina.com.cn

Page 4 of 4


mailto:questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

