BBC Learning English - Q & A of the Week

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Off, Out and Away - Off, Out 51 Away KX 5l

Feifei: (Reading) Put off #tiR. Putout #K. Put away 4, #=JF. Hmm.
Finn: Oh hi, Feifei, what are you up to?

Feifei: Oh hi Finn. Oh just checking up on my phrasal verbs, there are so many!
Finn: I know — and we do use a lot of them in English. Well, good luck.

Feifei: Thanks Finn.

fHiE s phrasal verbs, 2N shiE 4 in, out, up IXLEE$E N5 AL RAS [F) &
R

Finn: Yes, and unfortunately for English learners you do hear a lot of these in
spoken, informal English. Three common and seemingly similar endings are
off, out and away.

Feifei: FAIWT K Rose ARANE A I AE I off, out, away I IKRLTE 21 (1 ME— 772t
JESEICHE TS B —ANA R D 2 A8 — S ) w] DL B B 11X 43 S8 1 2 1) W 2

Finn: Well, sadly, Feifei I'm going to have to say right now that there are no
rules and no shortcuts # A #NEAHESE, sorry!

Feifei: That's helpful Finn!

Finn: Sometimes the same ending can even indicate very different things. For
example, listen to this:

Example

Off.

Kick off.

The meeting kicked off at 2:30.
Feifei: Kick off [T,

Finn: So, can we say that phrasal verbs ending in off usually have something to
do with beginning or starting?
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Example
Off.

Clock off.

The workers clocked off at 5pm.

Feifei: Clock off f fE /& Tt
Finn: Ah so kick off means to start, or begin and clock off means quite the

opposite - to finish working. So off can also indicate things like leaving,
completing or success.

Feifei: T ERMERT Finn, o vk s sh i AR AR AN 32 A WA H 2 AT . So
what about some tips to help people learn them?

Finn: Well I do have three tips. The first one is to always remember each new

phrasal verb in a good sentence. Now this also helps you get the grammar
right. Look at these two different meanings of the phrasal verb put off:

Example

Put off fERNFERF

Tim really wanted to become a dancer, but he was put off by the idea of training so much.
Put off 7N

Sheila hated going to the dentist so she put it off and put it off, until she couldn't put it
off any longer.

Feifei: e BN EE A 2 ) RE S i g MR AN R T
Finn: Tip two is to try to remember a few words that go with your phrasal verb.
Example

Put out fHX

Cigarette, fire. To put out a cigarette. He put out the fire.

Put away #HIRZYiE

Dishes, clothes. He put away his clothes. She put away the dishes.

Feifei: AT U REAE 2 ) AN RAE S N AT LA L n] DR L A L i, U s
JLIXANA %, Now Finn, did you say you had one more tip?
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Finn: Yes. Ok one more tip, try to learn new phrasal verbs in groups, ok, by
grouping them. So you could do this by the first verb:

Example
Go

Go out &JF, HiZ
Go away &J7F, Skt
Go off =Xk, B

Finn: Or by the ending, as in these slang words:
Example
Out

Chill out #—F
Freak out #IF, W T
Hang out #%

Finn: Or by theme, as in all of these phrasal verbs, which are to do with phoning:

Example

Hang up #1457
Call back /a7
Hold on 774

Feifei: BT R R %, AL T AL, 22, e e eEdE. [Fn
A5 BT H R P o

Finn: Yes, as always, practise is the key. So try to get a feel for the different
endings - even though as we've said they can mean some very different
things.

Feifei: WERRAEAT G T OB BRI el &, 1R MEfE3) guestions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk.

Finn: That's right. So, until next time, good bye!

Feifei: Bye.
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