BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Gardening %

Andrea: What’s your hobby?

Jean: Well Andrea, my hobby is collecting coins.

Andrea: That doesn’t sound like you! Well a lot of people in Britain like to
garden.

Jean: Sl fEgelE, b2 AR 258 DA il T NI AR A R 1T,

K 2 B0 N AR AR T, OSBRI T K
AL 2 TF5 green fingers.

Andrea: Hello. I'm Andrea.
Jean: KR, FIEHEAE
Andrea: We’ve had a number of questions about gardens and gardening in

Britain. One from Justina who wants to know what people grow and
another from Yuki from Guangzhou who wanted to know what
British peoples’ dream gardens look like.

Jean: FA T BT TAEAS ST B T — 5 [l Z 7 5 H B2 b ¥ vl Brian Hamilton.
Andrea: He’s noticed an interesting trend recently.
Insert

The main trend at the moment that seems to be coming through is, of all things,
growing vegetables. Everyone is into growing their own herbs and vegetables.
We’ve seen a huge increase in nearly every garden that we design, the ladies and
men want an area set aside for growing vegetables.

Jean: Brian 45 FATR S T ILAE RE R vk ) — MaAT S a trend.
Andrea: And the trend at the moment is growing vegetables. Brian uses the

expression ‘of all things’. Of all things, growing vegetables is the
latest thing to do. He’s quite surprised that out of all the things
people might choose to plant in their gardens, vegetables are the
most popular.

Jean: A A LRSI R A AT T 122
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Insert

It’s partly the recession. It’s partly if you grow your own vegetables you know
what you’ve put into the ground. You know that they’re maybe organic. You know
that they’re grown locally and not been transported halfway across the world. |
think also for children and also just for the enjoyment of growing vegetables.

Andrea: Brian gives a few reasons why growing vegetables is very popular.

Jean: MNATBRE S CARAT Tz )52 TS BRI, S AN J2& organic fEAHLIIZAE T B
BN,

Andrea: They like to know that they are local. A lot of fruit and vegetables

in Britain are imported.

Jean: Fruit and vegetables tend to be imported in Britain. {E5[H, 1R 21
KK RHAGERE L. Brian Ui S 9% & I A SRR IZIZ R AR L & TN
BRIVERSE, ABATTSE B0 2 R AR IR 1R T 6 S ik o

Andrea: He also says that children enjoy having gardens with vegetables.

Jean: MR TR X B A CIZR iR s ot — R,

Andrea: Jean, I'm interested to know, do lots of people in China grow their
own food?

Jean: Well, not that many. BATEE, Gef HOACEBAFFARIAZ .

Andrea: So what else do British people like to have in their gardens?

Insert

The very popular plant at the moment, going back to trends, is olive trees. Five
years ago we never planted an olive tree. Now we plant them all the time. In
England they don’t produce the fruit because it’s not hot enough but they give all
year round foliage.

Jean: B ARIEAT A NAE A A el AT -

Andrea: This is quite a new trend but people like them because they give all
year round foliage.

Jean: All year round foliage. 2 FE#AFE, B AR St
Andrea: But if someone had lots and lots of money, what would be their

dream garden?

Jean: Brian S48 A /D NV EE S T AT BEARAE [ . 1EFRATIWT Brian 25341
I — NI A RE A .
Insert

In those large gardens there would be large stone terraces, water features, grass
lawns, large borders, people in the gardens now sometimes want to have a
summer house. Gardens in London with our company would be from a few
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hundred pounds up to a hundred, a hundred and fifty thousand pounds. So some
of them can be very lavish indeed.

Andrea: Brian used a lot of vocabulary there to do with gardens. Did you
catch any of the words he used?

Jean: Yes | did Andrea. One of them was beds Ffl 15 (1) 11 .

Andrea: Terraces.

Jean: HACIR I BE R -

Andrea: Water features and grass lawns.

Jean: ISR

Andrea: Borders and summer houses.

Jean: IR e

Andrea: Large and lavish gardens can cost as much as £150,000!

Jean: FATNRET 15 J7 S5 I AR i —ANEE 1 2 Wow!

Andrea: I hope that answers your questions Justina and Yuki. | hope you're

inspired to go out and do some gardening of your own. I know I am,
though I’'m not very good at keeping plants alive.

Jean: Oh dear, that doesn’t sound very hopeful. 43414k BBC
Learning English {75 H N [a] X222 7, AT F X HAA! Byel

Andrea: Byel

Glossary

green fingers G TRFIERLND STF-H7 a trend —/MifTiE

organic AL (&) all year round 2=4E#( AT LK

beds, terraces {tlfl. f{iz MK FE water features, grass lawns /K5, B

borders, summer houses £z, f£5
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