BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Andrea: We all love a good book.

Jean: Yes. | love horror novels by Stephen King.

Andrea: And a good romance is always entertaining.
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Andrea: And what books do British people like to read? Hello, I'm Andrea.
Jean: KFEUF, TAEL,

Andrea: We've had a question from Benjamin who is working in Singapore.

He wants to know more about popular British novels and writers.
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Insert

We always get asked for the evergreens as | call them, of British fiction. By that |
mean Agatha Christie, PG Wodehouse, lan Fleming best known for his James
Bond stories, Grahame Greene. Those are just four that trip off the tongue.

Andrea: Richard talks about the evergreens of British fiction. By that he
means books that stay popular forever — even if they’re old.
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Andrea: Did you hear some of the authors Richard talked about?
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Andrea: Richard uses the expression ‘to trip off the tongue’. He says that

these British authors are just a few of the many great British
writers who he can think of. He thought of their names quickly.
Their names trip off the tongue.
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Andrea: So why does Richard think that these authors are evergreen — or
everlasting?

Insert
They’'ve stood the test of time. Our parents read them, our grandparents in many

cases read them, and they are so quintessentially British that they will go on as
long as | can think.

Jean: Richard A hix L= 2 /5 KRAAT I /NI E 2 AE T IR 125 % They stood
the test of time.

Andrea: They’'ve been read by people’s parents and grandparents. And the
reason is that they are quintessentially British novels.

Jean: Quintessentially British. &t ). Hoks R TEE /M.
Andrea: Ok — so you walk into a bookshop in Britain, like Richard’s — and

you want to buy something good to read. Here’s what Richard
would recommend to read.

Insert

My favourite book that | think I read in the last few years is a novel by Sebastian
Faulks called Birdsong, which is about a love story set in the First World War in
France. And it’s such a page-turner. It's so beautifully written, it really is a work
of art.
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Andrea: The book was so interesting and so easy to read, Richard says it is

a page-turner.

Jean: A page-turner. i E T b AZART, —E® R WA FEEATK
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Andrea: So what kinds of books are British people buying?

Insert

Well we’'ve got a lot of crime fiction that we sell. Authors such as lan Rankin that
your listeners may have heard of. He’s a Scottish writer; very, very popular.
Other crime fiction — I've mentioned Agatha Christie of course. She always sells
well.
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Andrea: He also mentions lan Rankin who also writes crime novels. He’s
Scottish. These are the kinds of books that fly off the shelves.

Jean: Books that fly off the shelves. AN XL B MNPEE 48 GET, Mg
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Andrea: What would you recommend Jean?

Jean: Well Andrea | think | would recommend... IRk &% — T Jane

Austin ) JLEB/N .

Andrea: Until the next time, happy reading Benjamin in Singapore and all
you other bookworms.
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