BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Manners SCHAL5R

Andrea: Good day.

Jean: Nice to meet you.

Andrea: Pardon?

Jean: %, nice to meet you.

Andrea: | heard what you said, Jean. | was just practising my good manners!
Hello. I'm Andrea.

Jean: REGF, FodEAE. SRAETAT CGEFEFZD) 5 HS, FATELS R GRRR I E A
B R4 manners SCHIALS

Andrea: Yan has written in complimenting us British on our famous good
manners.

Jean: et o N I ALSAL 1T R R I FRPER) . Complimentary.

Andrea: He was particularly interested in how we like to say thank you an awful
lot.

Jean: 0 RN B2 723 Bl N i 2 25 1 thank you 1.

Andrea: | guess some people do like to use the word ‘thank you’ a lot. Another
word we like to use often is ‘cheers’.

Jean: FEDEE, ANAMEM cheers XA R AR IEA MG B0, it il < 7~
cheers for that. Cheers.

Andrea: That can be quite confusing because we also say ‘cheers’ when we
clink glasses.

Jean: 5,  cheers IXANAFEGETE BV AZ 2 TR I IS A B, 7R ge |, erado AT = =i
iR PV

Andrea: And in some English speaking cultures, people say cheers instead of
goodbye. A shortening for ‘cheerio’. Cheers.

Jean: AT NAEBEFF LI I %23 13t cheers 5% cheerio.
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Andrea:

Jean:

Insert

Thank you Yan for your email. It’s nice to know that some people still
think that the British are well-mannered.

P AR VF 2 S E AN, SR AN CEAMR LRI A LI T, il okl

3. ll-mannered.

Today many go around the streets quarter dressed; people snack when and
where they like: walking in the streets, sitting on the Tube or in buses. Ours
could not be called a respectful society.

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Insert

The BBC’s Mark Tully there in an extract from a programme about
Britain’s loss of manners.

AN, YHALBOFA FR R T2 U< <t~ < <ig=”, ool it @O E
sl o dil Mark F ABHRZ IR 2 58 AR ANRE,  Bs 8 KA el
VAP Bikzy) WS P N TPNIPNT R

He says that Britain isn’t a respectful society. The opposite of
respectful is disrespectful.

Some argue that many people in Britain have become disrespectful.

AN, AETEFEATIR 2 NIRRT A A

And it is especially young people who are disrespectful. So who is to
blame?

FRAATHALIL,  BA% GRS BRATICAA 1B A B3

Suzy Hayman runs a charity for parents called Parent Line Plus. This is
what she has to say about bad manners in Britain.

There isn’t that much change from 50 years ago, it’s just that we now hear about
it more. But | think that one thing that is different, of course, is the pressures on
a lot of parents about work and about split families. And that there are a lot of
parents who are absolutely struggling.

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Jean:

Suzy ik, IR SRR 2 193X 50 4 BUFBAT AR AL Wik
XA RO BARNESE, A RN TE 2 R T LA ST

She says that there are pressures on parents. The pressures they face
are from work. Also there are lots of split families.

Split families M HIFEE .

So that explains why so many young people are rude or don’t have
good manners. They just don’t have good role models.

Role models ¥:FE.
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Andrea:

Insert

Sue Kirkham is a head teacher of a school. This is what she thinks.

I think young people now are spending more time with children their own age and
less time in social settings, whether it be in the family or the community, where
you’ve got mixed age people. And the demise of the family meal, and | think that
is an important point, is one aspect of this.

Jean: Sue ZEATFE B IL LA FTAFLIUT A IR s E R i, BIERFER
N K73 Ik T AN S A FE T & M [RJRe A A2, i DA AT BE A HE IS L 27 3 3
WIALZ AT R A

Andrea: But the other thing people that in Britain aren’t doing any more is
having family meals together.

Jean: Sue LEATRE T XN —RHBEZXFEZIIET. The demise of the family
meal.

Andrea: So maybe we’re not that famous for our manners after all!

Jean: U, FA14K BBC Learning English A #skE R HIVERIXHE (DEE )2 75 Bt
FIXH T, AT H I

Andrea: It's been an absolute pleasure. Cheerio!

Glossary
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