BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Nannies — JLERE

Andrea: Mary Poppins is the best known one.

Jean: I8 XA T A ) 5 T =98~ 5] 4t w2 B AT 4 R A 7 R — A7 J LB OR A T

Andrea: She was a typical English nanny.

Jean: ik 45 o) ML IR 4% TR BT 45 DR U0 FA) A G AE TILAE 10 % (RT3 3 3 P 2

Andrea: Hello. I'm Andrea.

Jean: RN, FIEFEME MHATHAH2 BRI e gk A o B ) — 2 AR A A
Liang Limin.

Andrea: They wanted to know if having a nanny or domestic help was the
norm.

Jean: The norm. i % AL S

Andrea: Well we asked Vanessa Cooke who runs Little Ones, a nanny

agency based in London.
Insert

It's very common in Britain and Europe to have a nanny. There are about 150
thousand known nannies working in the UK, officially, but it’'s growing more in
popularity as more mothers go back to work part-time and choose to hire a nanny
over a nursery.
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Andrea: She also says that it’s growing in popularity.

Jean: Growing in popularity. #AHCKER T. | wonder why that is?

Andrea: Well a lot of mums want to go back to work. Many of them work
part-time.

Jean: Part-time #7> TI, sl 2 A4 T.. New mums prefer to work

part-time rather than full-time. JUIENIA T FOHAT 000, A4
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Andrea:

Jean:

Andrea:

Insert

They also prefer having a nanny rather than sending their child to
nursery.
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So what is the role of a nanny these days? What do nannies do?

Nannies are becoming more versatile. Parents want to get more for their money
so they’ll choose a nanny who has additional skills like a nanny should perhaps be
able to teach a language, or tutor in maths or tutor in violin or piano or
something. So parents are looking for someone who is very well-educated and
can take on more of a role than just playing with children.
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Jean:

Insert
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They need to be versatile.

Versatile it 2& — L1 T

Did you hear some of the things nannies are expected to do, Jean?
AT HIE LT T VHNE S, A NSRS BT .

And some nannies even teach a musical instrument like the violin
or piano. That’s very posh.

AR AL RESEES R A BT, H 2 B(EA 4 To get more for your
money.

Because it can cost quite a lot to have a nanny, people in Britain
want someone with additional or extra skills. And they must be
well-educated too. Nannies need to have a good education.
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Nannies nowadays more commonly do a bit of house-keeping. Nanny house-
keepers are more popular because they cost the same.

Andrea:

Jean:

Nannies who do house-work or cleaning are particularly popular
because they cost the same as a normal nanny.

XL R B v DAFR A LS B Rl T ! BE e 7% T I, b ZERg B
ANIMAATH R IE . Wow, it must be hard work!
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Andrea: Yes, it’s a very special person who can do all those things. Here’s
what Vanessa has to say about the qualities she looks for in a
nanny.

Insert

Me particularly, I would definitely want someone who is bilingual because | can
teach my child how to speak English but I can’t teach them another language. |
would also definitely look for someone who has experience as a nanny. They

should be very calm, warm-hearted and of course have a clear criminal history.

Jean: VLR AR IR, Vanessa 43 BATTE VI T b ) — S AE I 454
Andrea: She would want some bilingual — someone who speaks more than

one language — so that her child could learn another language
other than English.

Jean: W UERIRE R, XA RI I A B T — B I A5 .
Andrea: They need to be calm, warm-hearted or kind. So it seems that

there is plenty of work for nannies in Britain.
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Andrea: Bye!
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