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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Accountants &1

Helen: Hello. Welcome to another BBC Learning English programme. I'm
Helen.

Li: WEMFRNFLE. Y [# 152 Ask About Britain, I-AI17Ex AN H b
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Helen: And our question today is about accountants.

Li: Accountants 2xitlili. ok HRE Zhen Xin JJIACR A i) Bedi 1

Helen: He asked, “People say Britain is run by accountants, is that true? Do people

in Britain have special respect for accountants?”

Li: Zhen Xin fHRHESEEZ AL R vl ? AR T I E S AT
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Helen: First, do British people think Britain is run by accountants? Let’s find
out. Here's Alex MacDermot, who works for a charity.

Insert
I wouldn't say we are run by accountants, but they do an important job.
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Insert:

In a sense it’s true, because all of the major decisions to do with government and
the way that the country’s going is governed by affordability these days. So a lot of
ideas are now scrutinised to see if they’re financially viable and I think that’s
probably true. Yeah.

Helen: Julia Burton is a secretary and she feels that the government
decisions are based on affordability these days.
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Helen: And a lot of ideas are scrutinised, they are looked into in detail, to
see if they are financially viable.

bbcukchina.com 1



Li:

Helen:

Li:

Helen:

Insert
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So Julia agrees that accountants are responsible for the way in which
Britain is being run at the moment.
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Now, I'm not sure how well Alex’s comment will go down with the
accountants. Here he is describing what a typical accountant would
be like.

They’'d be good with numbers, not willing to break the rules, fairly conservative,
normally wearing a suit and a bowler hat I would suppose. Quite straight-laced
people, quite boring people, that’s my perception anyway.
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Of course, accountants work with numbers all the time.
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No, they're not willing to break the rules.
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They’re fairly conservative and would normally wear a suit and
bowler hat.
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Alex also thinks that they are strait-laced and boring people.
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That’'s why trainee accountant Manpreet was keen to dispel the
typical stereotype. Is he a boring person?

Definitely not, because I'm doing my accountancy qualification and when I'm away
from finance, I'm a DJ, I write poetry, I write lyrics to songs and I work for radio as
well. So you know I'm an accountant and I try to be as creative as possible. So I

think that is...
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that’s not true.

Manpreet sE& itk >4, Al A R S TR I NI F ik .
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Well, Manpreet loves music and he’s a D] in his spare time.
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Yes, he also writes poetry, lyrics for songs and he works for a radio
station as well.

PR . TFAK poetry, Sikial writing lyrics, fAHMziS 2 LHiA . He's
really creative!

And very talented too. So this shows that people need to change
their perception of accountants.
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I think most people would say that accountants are fairly well respected, unlike
bankers at the moment.

I think so yes, they do play a very important role in actually providing information
and controlling costs and keeping business going.

Accountants in Britain have sort of carved out a pretty good reputation for
themselves, they have to, they are very important, you have to have them.
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It seems that accountancy is a fairly well-respected profession.
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One of the comments was that accountants in the UK have carved
out a good reputation for themselves.

Carve out D)k, HAEXEZ0IEHRED . SEEMSTHITIIAERE S
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People do recognise the importance of accountants’ work and they’re
needed to keep businesses going.
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Bye-bye.



