BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast.
In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made which may not
be reflected here.
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Eton College fF1lA 2%

Jin Lu: Here is a question, what did these famous people have in common?

Helen: The Duke of Wellington, the writers Shelley and George Orwell,
Prince William and Prince Harry?

Jin Lu: Any ideas? Well they were all educated in the boy’s only school Eton
College in the UK.

Helen: XA T Ask About Britain JE[E M2 H, it Helen, FIRAE—LAIEAR
JERS 2 55 TR B IF) 2

Jin Lu: RFEUf AL EH.
Helen: WA BATTSE RIS LE AN, A AT A5 AR TR] 18— A A AT 08 B 2 2 g B

¥, Eton college is their common link. And Jin lu, you were very
interested in this school, weren’t you?

Jin Lu: That's right. It's such a famous school and | was very interested in
its history.

Helen: Well, your wish was granted. £ [ 2 GHEI 15 2L A B3 A LS .

Insert

My name is Tony Little, and | am the headmaster of Eton College.

Jin lu: Tony Little, GHFR K EAREE Little /N, Al A4 1T BN,

Helen: There’s nothing little about him, compared to us he was in fact a
giant.

Insert

Firstly could you please introduce to our readers or users briefly about the history of
Eton College and some of the defining traditions of the school?

That is a short question that would need a very long answer. Because Eton was
founded in the year 1440, which means that Eton has been a school now for 569
years, which is a long time and it’s an unbroken tradition over education here. And
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that builds a considerable tradition. And over the years, simply by virtue of the fact
that Eton has been here so long, there have been a lot of really rather interesting
young men who were educated here.

Jin Lu: Doctor Little /37 T 1440 4F, ©4H T 570 “EMI k.
Helen: The educational tradition has never been broken here.
Jin Lu : Never been broken 2 M REE WL, BT USRS AT IR 2

fegg, mli T ADH N,

Helen: Yes, there have been a lot of interesting young men who were
educated at Eton.

Jin Lu: M EE D ) 22 A2 F59 FR 4 Old Etonians . SE[E 5t EA5 18 & HEES
FNIX LBV

Helen: WG ASAGHI A 22 BT I EA IR S Y Wl E H UM AIIERAEN &
HEGHIE ?

Insert:

Bear in mind Eton has taken scholarship boys from poor families for over five
hundred years, so there is a long tradition of having people from different
backgrounds. It’s one of the defining features of Eton that there has been this mix
from the very very beginning.

Jin Lu: Wy Little £ AN 295 AKX I T AL BRI, (HAE SR REANRES B2
74 scholarship. JXAN222 ) 7 N SA AR AT I AT 1.0

Helen: KAARFELSER, MZRA People from different backgrounds. fHFijf:
ARGIRZ NARRIEE, R E ANRSA e, Sl NS 2 mHLE .

Jin Lu: But it is a selective school and so | asked what kind of students are
they looking for? ffHi & S AFE i 2542

Insert:

By being successful, we mean that it’s a boy who is reasonably intelligent, but who
has other interests. Because if you are a boarding student, you are in a fully
residential school. To enjoy it, you need to be the kind of person who enjoys sports
or music or art or drama, all these things, and also someone who has the energy and
desire to do these things well.

Helen: Reasonably intelligent R ZAR AT LT .
Jin Lu: T ER RS, BEER SR AR R N AT AL
Helen: Yes, it's a boarding school or a fully residential school.
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Jin Lu: JARZFAEWAANIG . k24 A B Z IR S, 1§ sports A F,
music 54k, art 2K,  drama FEIEHS G R .

Helen: And the school is also looking for someone who has the energy and
desire to do well these subjects.

Jin Lu: Energy ¥ 71, desire [nff, WE. X m S OHEUAE L PR A 1R I LR
1o FIAMRIER T — AR, 8RB B il L AR RN e ?

Insert

I think that is a very fair question of modern age. There is a good place of single sex
schools. But they also do need to have social contact as well. We do it through plays,
for example, through these evening society meetings where we have people in from
other schools, as well as the usual social events.

Helen: B e A0 T FA 22 A2 I SR BTG 2, R Ansn e plays, ISR
society meetings.

Jin Lu: XA T AR AR I L2

Insert

Today it feels very different in the age of internet and ease of contact. There are a
lot of people here at weekends. You will see a lot of girls visiting, parents visiting. It
is a much more open, fluid place than it was.

Jin: PULE R 27 e LE LT AT BT T, it's more open and fluid than it was,
Fluid £k, HAEXRIRRN. 27K, HIRZ L& TR KSR AR
PRI T

Helen: TAV HR LR T o Al & B i A2 Bt Little &K MRYI,  iERK
A RAEITHE AR EAT T3 T -

Jin: So Helen, would you send your little Leonard to Eton?

Helen: May be, if I win the national lottery. And how about you?

Jin: It's too early.

Helen: That's true. You might have a girl. And we know for sure, Eton will not

become a mixed school in the foreseeable future. That's all from us.
Bye for now.

Jin: Bye-bye.
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