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About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
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which may not be reflected here.
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White Socks H#T

Helen: Hello. Welcome to another BBC Learning English programme. I'm Helen.
Li: BIRMF,  KEAF. AT £ [H 1] % Ask About Britain, FA7EX AN H &

I IFEAT DG [ ST AR 2 448 J T 1 25 b g ) o

Helen: And our question today is very interesting.

Li: What is it?

Helen: It's about dress code.

Li: Dress code A< M. HS2 A7 W J7 THI A< K We 2

Helen: Eric Wu wrote in to say that he read an article on business etiquette and

it mentioned that in business situations, men should not wear white
socks. And Eric wonders why?

Li: AREERFRA L, Eric Wu £ — RN A1 5 AL SO 5 2 55 AT 50
BHIEA AR T, AHE A AT LAWE ?

Helen: Well, we lets see if any of our male colleagues are wearing white socks
with their suits.

Insert

Grey.

They’re black ones with stripes worked in.
Grey, that’s easy.

I’'m wearing black socks.

Li: Grey K{4ff], black 2], stripes 7 440F. HRENFEAGKIK T .
Helen: So far no one seems to wear white socks to work, so what do people

think of white socks? When can we wear white socks?

Li: EFRATRUT T 3 4 g B b 22 ) KK Barnaby Lenon, X 4K F O VA IE

i::-i:u:ul-u:hina.cr:nr'rl 1



Insert

In this country, everybody wears white socks with trainers, because white socks
are a sportswear item, so you wear white socks if you’re going to play tennis or go
running.

Li: WA JRATIW 28] AR A 9 [ 4K 7~ Mz sh 2 e 1Y

Helen: People wear white socks with trainers, trainers are sports shoes.

Li: Frlin R854, FTMER play tennis 80 2 H12P go running BtV i% 5 FI#K T
Insert

If you wore white socks with dark shoes or with a suit, it would be regarded as
slightly foolish, definitely a business no no. | mean you can wear coloured socks
but white is for sport, only for sport.

Helen: So for Barnaby, he thinks wearing white socks with a suit is a business
no no.

Li: RN ATEEN AR FEIER G T 2400 NV iXE R, it's definitely a
business no no.

Helen: It would make the person look foolish.

Li: BEEM foolish. {ERT LA N2 BERIE, AT ARLF S L. AL A E
FRIRR T B0 )8

Helen: And | asked my boss Andrew, would he ever wear white socks with his
suit?

Insert

With a suit, | think it doesn’t work, | think it looks kind of weird.

Li: Weird . FATFIAS Andrew & RESE SR, i AiaF AT L
¥E, KA HCOSEGEIRAT .

Helen: And what about the ladies, what do they think of businessmen with
white socks?

Insert

If you saw somebody sitting with white sport socks and a suit, you’d kind of think
maybe they couldn’t find a clean pair of socks that day or something.

Li: A A B R B ANV AR, A M AR 2 1A N K B T
THET, IUARTFAKT .
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Helen:

Insert

Well, not everyone. Abdul has worn a pair of white socks, although he
wasn’t wearing a suit. He defended wearing white socks in business or
formal situations.

Yes, of course, | regularly wear white socks with suits, because it makes me stand
out and look as if I’'m an individual who does not follow the trend and the fashion

consensus.
Li: Abdul 52—, A AW AT, 1 HBAN BT
Helen: No, he’s not afraid of the conventional view that white socks with suits
makes you look foolish. He’s proud to wear white socks because it
makes him stand out.
Li: ilth 5 A AR stand out.
Helen: To show that he’s an individual who doesn’t follow trends.
Li: W trends. fh A2 I8 BRI -
Helen: Or the fashion consensus.
Li: BRI SE L fashion consensus. b2 Z G AAS—EE
Helen: So Li, what do you think about Eric’s question? No white socks with suits?
Li: MTAEFBERE, BPuhe it & g IR O 1 U IR IS — 5, A AR TAER 20007 A
AR LR AEIZ BN A5 . A A NI R UL, ISl bl e
Helen: Ok, that’s all from us. Please visit our website: www.bbcukchina.com for
more Ask About Britain programmes.
Li: FATH AT H .
Helen: Bye bye.
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