BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process, changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Helen: Hello. Welcome to another BBC Learning English programme. I'm Helen.
Feifei: FoBARAE, K AF.  WRIar 5 1% Ask About Britain, FATEXATTH b4 ][0

BT IR SO ST K48 Fof i) 7L

Helen: And our conversation today is about dictionaries.
Feifei: Dictionaries 7 #it, it —f7k BB AT ACH R 7 L) 2 1
Helen: The question goes: Hello, I'm a student in Hangzhou. | have a zest for

collecting all kinds of dictionaries. | want to learn what dictionaries British
people use and what is the most popular.

Feifei: B[ NP2 AT AR 7 85 17 # 2 Helen, do you have any ideas?

Helen: Well, I have a few dictionaries of my own, but I'm not sure what others might
have.

Feifei: SEALIRATRIT B2 E L5 Catherine Chapman I F 26 H- 4 kE i - i,

Insert

Well, we have a few dictionaries that | use. Sometimes | just use a normal learner
dictionary, when | need definitions of words. Other times | use specialist dictionaries
like, for example, a collocations dictionary, that’s a type of dictionary which shows which
words go together.

Helen: Catherine says that she uses a learner dictionary for definitions of words.

Feifei: Learner dictionary %[ 1425 E B2 ) 7 M, T2 YA I 75 A 8 i i S R I fige 23 8 H
FI

Helen: Other times, Catherine would use specialist dictionaries like a collocations
dictionary.

Feifei: b FVEFIA TS ZHIIHE,  Catherine 2 & &HA ML, tbin collocation dictionary, il

FEECIA I, B AT LUEAERE .

Helen: I’'m interested to know why Catherine thinks learner dictionaries are good for
everyone, not just for learners.
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Insert

Well, I think a good learner dictionary is really important, because a learner dictionary
will tell you the part of the speech, whether the word’s a noun, a verb, an adjective. It
will also tell you the grammar of a word, in the sense of if it's a verb does it have to take
an object or not.

Feifei: Catherine 4123 Tl 22 B 1A L ir Ak, B RR T ek 2 A IfRe 2 Ak, RATTIERES:

B ] iz H

Helen: That’s right. A learner dictionary will tell us whether it's a noun, verb or
adjective.

Feifei: e an—~ il 2 4476 noun, ZhiEl verb i8¢ B4 adjective, FATILHE X AN K75
o

Helen: Not all native speakers are good with grammar, so a dictionary with

suggestions of correct grammar is helpful to everyone.
Insert

It’'ll tell you lots of idioms and phrasal verbs that go with a particular word, and some
dictionaries will actually highlight words which are very common in English, so that you
know if it’s an essential word that you have to know or whether it’'s a word that you are
not going to use that often.

Feifei:  Sfff2AAaim i L 3R AR SR JEAHOG I i idioms A1 ki3l phrasal verbs 617
AT .
Helen: We use a lot of idioms and phrasal verbs in day-to-day conversations, and

sometimes we can get them mixed up.
Feifei: HILIE A A B AR TR Bl ] AE vl L2 tH L, P D] S A i AR At AR 1 S T
Helen: Catherine also says that some dictionaries will highlight words which are
common in English, so if you see them you’ll know it's important to learn
these words.

Feifei: A7 SR L2 FH A K highlight, SORE S (8 BA T4 H .

Helen: Nicola works for a magazine and she often uses dictionaries to check her
writing.

Insert

We use Collins, Collins is very well-known, | have a thesaurus that | look through, that’s
also Collins, so that’s probably one of the best known ones.

Feifei: Nicola $2 2|4zt 2] Collins Hi R 74, GiA 3 A H IBCRT IR 5 S oo ) o

Helen: Apart from dictionaries, she also uses a thesaurus which shows words of
similar meanings.
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Feifei: GEVE R EAR R, AR St n] DA AR [R] R 8, B DAFRATT AT AR [) S ) 1] st
thesaurus.

Helen: But would everyone use a paper dictionary?
Insert
Obviously online dictionaries, if you’re counting those, we use those quite a lot.

Not the paper form, no. I'm afraid it’s all electronic now, just type in and check it that
way.

If 1 want to look up the meaning of a word, | usually look on the internet.

Feifei: Wit >k online dictionaries M [ SLBLE 3 52 Xl
Helen: If you have internet access, then online dictionaries are incredibly easy to use.

Just type in your word and instantly you’ll get the answers.
Feifei: I E5 SLIIH I3 00, A piniith, —RPBEAR T . (R AT A 2

Helen: Catherine thinks online dictionaries aren’t always as reliable as people think
they are.

Insert

I’'m a traditionalist, and | really like being able to study the dictionaries, and | think that
if you use a very reputable publisher, that you can trust that dictionary — a paper
dictionary — in a way that you can’t always trust online dictionaries.

Feifei: JEEE K Catherine AAT W E M P4k, (FR A b 5 O g —2,

Helen: She’s a traditionalist, she likes to be able to hold and study dictionaries.

Feifei: TR GAS A, BAET LA B L TR R E S P RE Ao 10 HLAS A i B
e L A

Helen: No, you can’t always trust the online dictionaries. So it’s always helpful to
have at least one paper dictionary available at hand.

Feifei: U7, S RBARTT T 9 I — 2855 RS, JRATROC H fF2x.

Helen: Bye bye.
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