BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Complimenting Brits BR#EEA
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Hello, this is Jessica from Shenzhen China. | like this programme very much. Would
you please give me some idea about how UK people to praise people for their
looking or figure? Is it common to say some guy handsome, as like saying you are
a handsome guy or pretty or beautiful for a girl? Thanks a lot. Jessica
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William HJHREKIE? 1| wonder who will catch his eye?

William: So I'm joined now by my colleague Michelle. Hello Michelle.
Michelle: Hello Will.
William: And Michelle, I've got something to say to you. | just wanted to say,

I don’t know if anyone has told you this recently but, you're a very
good-looking person. You're a beautiful girl.

Michelle: Well, I do try. I did blow-dry my hair especially for you today,
actually.
William: Thanks Michelle. Now the reason I'm telling you this now is that we

have an email from Jessica in China, who says, “Is it common to say
that some guy’s handsome, like for example saying you're a
handsome guy or pretty or beautiful for a girl?” Would we normally
sort of say to people, you know, you’re a good-looking girl, you're a
good-looking guy, you’re a pretty girl?

Michelle: Erm, | probably wouldn’t actually, because | think some people,
especially in Britain anyway, feel quite uncomfortable when you
make comments like that, really, like I did when you made that
comment!

William: So you felt uncomfortable.

bbecukchina.com 1



Michelle:

Li:

Michelle:

William:

Michelle:

Li:

William:

Finn:

Li:

Finn:

Li:

Finn:

Yeah. | think people in Britain sometimes find it hard to take
compliments. And also it’s kind of as if you’re trying to flirt with them
and 1 just think there are more subtle and better ways to do it.
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I think some people, especially in Britain anyway, feel quite
uncomfortable when you make comments like that, really, like I did
when you made that comment!

So you felt uncomfortable.

Yeah. | think people in Britain sometimes find it hard to take
compliments.

People in Britain sometimes find it hard to take compliments. XK
e A aWe? A A AW B R SR LS [ UK S]AE Ik uncomfortable?
J R 22— ] e [ ANANK SR B B N, DI PR st A 7
1l William S i O E 2000 [/ 2 Finn BT 7 #5950 .

Do you think that British people actually like giving and receiving
compliments?

I think British people do give them but quite rarely, so when you do
get a compliment from a British person, perhaps it’s quite valuable,

maybe it means more than from another culture where compliments
are perhaps given more freely.
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I think British people do give them but quite rarely, so when you do
get a compliment from a British person, perhaps it’s quite valuable,

maybe it means more than from another culture where compliments
are perhaps given more freely.
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For me, personally, if 1 notice that one of my colleagues or friends
has a new item of clothing or a new haircut I generally like to
comment on it. Even if I don’t think it looks great | think it’s
important to give that person a little boost and say “Oh you look
great today, that’s a really nice haircut, it suits your face”, that kind
of thing. Although Will, I’'ve noticed yourself, your facial hair has
changed and it makes you look really young and perhaps even taller.
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Thanks Finn. 1 don’t need to be any taller than I am. I'm already
quite tall enough! But I notice that you’re complimenting people on
their haircut and on how they’re dressing, but you’re not saying
“You’re a handsome guy” or “You’re a beautiful girl”.

I wouldn’t naturally walk up to a guy and say “You’re handsome”,
unless | had a good reason to. | don’t know what that would be.
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I think it’s important to give that person a little boost and say “Oh
you look great today, that’s a really nice haircut, it suits your face”,

You look great today; that’s a really nice haircut. BlL7ERAHEIG AR,
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I'd probably say, “You look gorgeous” or “You look stunning” or you
know, “You look like an absolute babe tonight” or something like
that. So I think to compliment your friends is definitely quite normal;

I'd probably say “You look gorgeous” or “You look stunning” or you
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William:
Finn:
Li:
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Finn:
that kind of thing.
Li:
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William: What would you say to her?
Michelle:
in fact, | do it quite often.
Li: KEWHE T2 Michelle 3 74?2 BATTFH KW — i,
Michelle:
know, “You look like an absolute babe tonight”.
Li:
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