BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain 3&H 4

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made
which may not be reflected here.
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Well, what we've just heard are people's home postcodes; or zip codes
as it's known in the States.
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Hello I'm Helen. Welcome to Ask About Britain.
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Joanne is a bit confused about the UK postcode system and wonders
what postcodes like NW2 3AL mean?
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First | asked him when the postcode system came into use in the UK.

An earlier form of the postcode system goes back to the 1850s, into 1856. The
modern postcode system, the postcode system we use today, goes back to a trial
that took place in 1959. It was then used more widely in England from the mid
1960s and used across the country from then on.
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The modern postcode system goes back to a trial that took place in 1959
and from the 1960s the whole country started using the system.
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The purpose was tied in with the fact that more and more of the postal system was
being automated and machines were being used to sort the mail out, but the
machines were unable to read the full addresses for people, so a form of coding
was introduced, just to help those machines sort the mail.

Helen: So it's about improving efficiency and automation was introduced to sort
the mail out.
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Helen: Now, let's look at the format of the postcode in the UK. It's a
combination of letters and numbers.

Feifei: Fh A BB R A A R, S S B S PR A, Ay . Bl
{11225 BBC [HFR & ISR & WC2B 4PH.

Insert

So the first part of the code takes it to a certain area. WC is west central which is
the western central district of London. The second part of the postcode takes it to a
specific street or area of street. Normally the postcode in a street would go down to

about 15 houses roughly.
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Helen: The second part of the postcode takes it to a specific street or area of
the street.
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With businesses and bigger premises, which this would be, it would probably be a
specific building, so 4PH would probably only relate to that particular building.
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Helen: So with a postcode, you can narrow down an address to a specific place
in a city.
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A London code can tell you what part of London you're in or you're looking for. You
know, if it's west central you know it's a central London area, towards the middle of
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London. Whereas, obviously, if you've got an SE, south east postcode, then it's the
other side of the river Thames, in the south of London.
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And this information can be helpful for visitors when they're visiting
London.
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Nowadays, postcodes aren't just useful for sorting mail. Companies are
using this valuable information in many different ways.

Oh yes, lots of people use postcodes. Insurance companies use them to work out
the premium for an area; satellite navigation systems in cars use them, because it
narrows down an area.
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Well, 1 hope we've helped Joanne to understand a little bit more about
the UK postcode system.
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It'll help the letter to get there more quickly.
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Bye bye.
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