BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made which

may not be reflected here.
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Mysterious Chinese? #FhiHITHEA?

Insert

A: For hundreds of years the Chinese had this reputation of being inscrutable.

B: | do think that generally speaking there is a tradition in Britain of people thinking
the Chinese are a little mysterious.

C: The Chinese are very disciplined, very hard-working, very productive, which is
why British people think they are mysterious.

Finn: Hello and welcome to Ask About Britain. Today’s question is about
what British people think about Chinese people. I'm Finn.

Yang Li: RELF, FIEMHT o ARG ) 755 H BATRE [F1%% Jessica M id B 1 HIEFF 3
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Insert

What do the British people think about Chinese people? Do they think we are
mysterious ?

Yang Li: PREAXFENEAE, AR EARA M

Finn: Well, the first English person we talked to is Barry who works as a
cultural consultant in London:

Insert

For hundreds of years the Chinese had this reputation of being inscrutable, which
means they are mysterious, which means no one knows what they are thinking.

Finn: According to Barry the Chinese have a reputation for being inscrutable,
another way of saying mysterious:

Yang Li: XECLHE AR inscrutable; L) mysterious.
Finn: But why do they have this reputation?
Insert

The answer is, | think, to do with two things — facial expression and body language.
It’s quite well-known now, that Chinese people don’t normally smile unless there’s
something to smile about; whereas Westerners smile even if they don’t have
something to smile about, because they want to show friendliness. The second thing,
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| think, is that the Chinese also don’t use strong body language unless they are

angry.
Yang Li:
Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Insert

Barry 33X b I 1 1 BRE IR 15 5 S AN LA
Facial expression and body language.
TR AR A TE 5 o

He said that Chinese people don't normally smile and they don't use
strong body language unless they are angry.

HAE E AR A HR, BRAMEA I, R AR A 5 5K IR A

5 strong body language.

Well, Li to be honest, I’'m not sure | entirely agree with him, because |
can see that you are smiling right now.

That’s because | am presenting this programme with you.

But of course. Next we talked to two students from the London School
of Economics:

A: In general | think Chinese are very disciplined, very hard-working, very
productive, which is why British people think they are mysterious because they work
long hours and study very, very hard.

B: They are very, very hard-working, very goal-orientated, they’re just really very
focused and | think that’'s a massive difference between the Chinese and maybe
more European side of the world I'd say.

Finn:

Yang Li:
Finn:
Yang Li:
Finn:
Yang Li:
Finn:

Yang Li:

Finn:

Insert
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They suggested that British people’s impression of Chinese as being
mysterious may have something to do with the following
characteristics: firstly, being hard-working.

LORATIOP

And focused.

LVER

And goal-orientated.

ESPEENIUR

As well as disciplined.
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The final clip is from our colleague William who shared an amusing
story with us:



And | was very amused to learn very recently that about 150 years ago, when British
sailors were trading with Chinese merchants, a lot of them thought that the Chinese
language was basically something the Chinese had made up in order to confuse them
— and | think that’s partly because British people just couldn’t possibly conceive of a
language as difficult as Chinese.

Yang Li: RARMT, byt 150 a7 E i 5 F v [R5 N2 T 5 S A2 e, AADGE T
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Finn: Sailors.

Yang Li: TR

Finn: Chinese merchants.

Yang Li: Yaies SRl AR R

Finn: Made up to confuse people. But as William said that’s partly because
British people just couldn't conceive of a language as difficult as
Chinese.

Yang Li: Couldn't conceive of a language as difficult as Chinese. % [H A ik % 1
REA BUOE —FERI I R 2R 555 .

Finn: I am not surprised that people should feel that way about Chinese.

Yang Li: But you are the exception, aren’t you, Finn?

Finn: RN FIANG? %K T . Well, let’s hope we have given our
listeners some insights into how Chinese people are perceived by
British people.

Yang Li: WK G 2 (1) i) Y A BB AR 25 FAT T, A Hidik /2 chinaelt@bbce.co.uk.

Finn: Thanks for listening and see you next time.

Yang Li: Bye.

Glossary

he

mysterious #HFAK

facial expression /i

inscrutable Ao fi# i)

body language Fii&iET

goal-orientated HiBKK

sailor #ii; KT

focused £

merchant 7§ A
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