BBC Learning English — Ask About Britain

About this script
Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as
broadcast. In the recording and editing process, changes may have been made

which may not be reflected here.
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Insert:
PORKFNE, AR A= RAC ST, R = A AR, B3tk

Finn: That was Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd talking in Mandarin
whilst on a trip to China.

Li: Sounds like he loves Beijing. #CH)P & B 78 30 LS K DGE B S %
FRE %55 . He's not bad, eh Finn?

Finn: e FIEA 2441 You're listening to Ask About Britain from BBC
Learning English — today with an Australian flavour. I'm Finn.

Li: And I'm Yang Li. A K1 ] U T B0 AL BEER 1, AAR T iR A) I
EE Z A P KRR .

Insert:

I want to know about the historical relationship between Australia and Britain.
Li: That's quite a big question, Finn!

Finn: Yes it is, so let's get started. Back in the late 18" and early 19"
centuries, Britain founded a number of colonies in Australia.

Li: Vi ECHb colonies. 18 3E E 245 % Carl Bridge f5i!, FIBEPMiTZE
N HAS FLAR I FR B BRI 25 1)

Insert

Well the first wave of migration was a forced migration, of British convicts who
were sent to Australia in 1788 to start a penal colony, in what's now Sydney in New
South Wales. After that we had in Australia several other colonies that weren't
penal colonies, and by the 1840s the convict system is closing down.

Li: So — HitF R KL 2 LENIL convicts, JX L8 AP FTBEE AR, TFEE—
ANMESTNIL A R a penal colony.

Finn: Crime was a big problem back in the UK at the time and the jails
were overflowing with criminals.
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Li: Jail Migke Mg E MR R overflowing, T LR 22 AR 1% S8 CF)
AR IR AR, [ IS R e [ FR 5

Finn: But over time, the convict system was closed down. By the mid-19"
century there were six colonies in Australia made up of free
immigrants.

Li: XA R — B2 B R FE they governed themselves, A )5, 1

1901 MG —EK, G

Finn: Since then, Australia has gained increasing independence from
Britain, although it does remains a part of the Commonwealth.

Li: The Commonwealth JEEHR . X2 d S mip i R 8 20 B i — AN FA R ]
&, What does this mean for Australia?

Finn: Well one thing is that the British Queen is still also the Queen of
Australia.

Li: PRI 1) T 2 e o 5 8R [H 2 EAF 75 1 — 1 head of state. %0

Finn: And — it's also the reason that if you look at the Australian flag, you'll

still see the British flag, that's the Union Jack as we call it, in the top-
left hand corner.

Li: AN, BRTIX S R 2 b, 2R B RER i 2 20 AR HLIROCR Y B
e TR IRAE E KR AR, A SEE MR T .

Insert

Well Australia is now very much aligned to China in trade terms, China became
Australia's major trading partner two or three years ago and the China trade's been
growing for some time. Mr Rudd is using his China expertise to help bolster up that
trade and that connection.

Li: P ORPE ML DR M BLAE 5 v [ 45 A aligned to China, iX A2
Finn: Indeed, and in Kevin Rudd — who we heard speaking very good

Mandarin earlier, they have someone who is perfectly-placed to
bolster up that trade and that connection with China.

Li: To bolster up Hn5E; LI .

Finn: So — here's a question Li. Does all this new trade with the Asia Pacific
region mean the end of connections between Australia and Britain?

Li: Bridge %, (EIR M SCAL A AT AR A — L2 05 8 70 3R AR LR [ 1

ingrained in Australian culture.
Insert

The language in Australia, the legal institutions, sport, cricket, rugby these sorts of
things are still very much ingrained in the Australian culture. The Union Jack might
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disappear, Australia might become a republic, but the cultural links will remain very

strong indeed.

Li: JIT LR 0 ] ) A ] 5 MR T [ e e sl YRR AR I 5 1) 9 £ - 5ok 3%
FE a republic PIEZ SO R LR AHE (564 rivalries {13R & kR
il

Finn: Indeed | imagine they will. But you know what Li, in any case, I'd
love to go visit Australia.

Li: Oh you must!

Finn: You've been?

Li: Yeah I've been there.

Finn: Oh I'd love to go, I'd really love to go. Anyway that's about all we
have time for this week, but before we go let's remind everyone
about our web address.

Li: AT I bbechina.com.cn , REREFT, A 3w KIS0 FIE S Vrie o
ik,

Finn: Yes, so do log on and have a little look. See you next time, bye.

Li: FATF U H 2

Glossary

Colony 5 Hy Penal colony %574 Rt

Bolster up fgm/I [ Commonwealth (of Nations) ZeicHS

Head of state H %t Ingrained M [ Y

Rivalry %4 Aligned to Bt¥
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